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Integrating information literacy into the 
curriculum is the most eff ective way to 
allow students to develop these skills. 
Although there can often be challenges 
such as fi nding space in a busy 
timetable, the collaboration required 
between academics and librarians can 
result in a productive and long lasting 
relationship between faculty and library, 
resulting in a sustainable partnership. 
Moreover, the 
opportunity to develop information 
literacy enables the student to gain skills 
which can be applied not only to their 
other academic courses but also to their 
work life into the future.

There are several ways in which 
information literacy can be integrated 
into a problem-based or enquiry-based 
curriculum. The method chosen will be 
infl uenced by factors such as the number 
of students, the available facilities and the 

The development of generic skills is often cited as one of the benefi ts of 
introducing both enquiry and problem-based learning. One of these skills 
is information literacy, which is the ability to identify, fi nd, evaluate and 
use information in an ethical way. Not only do students develop this skill 
as a result of participating in enquiry and problem-based learning, it is 
necessary for them to be able to become eff ective information seekers in 
order to successfully negotiate their way through the process. So it is 
important for academics and librarians to work together at all stages of 
any initiative. 

available space in the timetable. However, 
any change in educational approach 
requires all aspects of student instruction 
to adjust accordingly and this includes the 
delivery of information literacy instruction. 
Some approaches to this are outlined in 
the poster on the next page. 

In UCD, information literacy has been
integrated into both problem-based and 
enquiry-based curricula. One of the key 
features of this success has been 
collaboration between academics and 
librarians. This collaboration has meant 
that the library and schools have worked 
together in partnership, designing and 
evaluating each initiative. The collaboration 
between library and faculty continues and 
it is this that has brought about 
sustainability in delivering and supporting 
these initiatives.

Lorna Dodd




