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Foreword 
 

Ronan Gormley has been a scientist all his life and this book is 

testament to his skills as an observer, a recorder, and a thinker. 
Ronan’s interest in science began in primary school and this angling 

diary dating from 1952 was his first attempt at quantification. His 
interest in science was boosted by an excellent science teacher in 

Drogheda CBS and this interest has remained and intensified over 

the years, and has been rigorously applied to the angling diary on 
an ongoing basis. 

 
Ronan Gormley is a graduate of University College Dublin (UCD) in 

organic chemistry (BSc and PhD) and has conducted post-doctoral 
research in the Universities of Michigan (chemistry) and Maryland 

(food science), USA. He worked as a food scientist/technologist in 
the Kinsealy and Ashtown Research Centres (Teagasc) from 1966 to 

2009. Ronan joined the School of Agriculture and Food Science in 
UCD in 2009 and currently works there in his capacity as an Adjunct 

Assistant Professor. His main focus is outreach but he gives lectures 
on fruit, vegetables and seafoods and also mentors student projects 

on seafoods. He writes SeaHealth-ucd which is a 2-page bulletin 
aimed at those in the seafood sector, health professionals and 

consumers and there are 17 issues to date. Ronan has published 

137 peer reviewed academic papers, over 500 technical articles and 
has contributed to a number of books. He was involved over a 25 

year period as co-ordinator and participant in EU food R&D 
Framework projects and also in the FIRM Food R&D Programme of 

the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  
 

 
The UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science is delighted to 

support this publication. The School holds the pre-eminent position 
in Ireland of offering the most comprehensive set of educational 

programmes in the areas of agriculture, food and human nutrition 
and also agri-environmental sciences, non-food agricultural sciences 

(e.g. forestry and equine science) and also the business of 
agriculture. This book will be of interest, not only to the anglers of 

Ireland and those further afield, but also to those with a broad 

interest in what the countryside of Ireland has to offer.     
  

Alex Evans 
Professor and Dean of Agriculture 

Head of UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science 
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Introduction 

 
This e-booklet summarises the content of an angling diary kept by 

Ronan Gormley for more than 60 years. Dating from 1952 to the 
time of writing (May 2015) it contains records of fish caught in this 

period. The decision to put pen to paper was twofold.  Firstly, to 
inspire young anglers to keep a diary which in later years they will 

treasure as it vividly reminds them of special days spent angling in 
river, lake, sea and other waterways. Secondly, to highlight the 

decline in catch size and number of species over the years and the 
necessity to increase positive action to halt or slow down this 

decline. 
 

Being born, bred and schooled (CBS 10 years) in Drogheda meant 
that the fishing locations near Drogheda were my logical choice. 

Most of the fish were caught in the rivers Boyne and Nanny, in the 

Killineer and Barnattin reservoirs, and in the sea at Clogherhead. 
Coming to live in Malahide in 1971 gave ready access to fishing in 

Malahide inner estuary and High Rock (Portmarnock) while still 
remaining relatively close to the fishing places of my early years.  

Brief details of all these locations are given.  Some fish were also 
caught during visits to Bundoran, Carnlough, Achill, Enniscrone, 

Dunmore East, Dingle, Mullaranny, Killybegs, Ballina, Ballinahinch, 
Westport and Killarney. 

 
In the first 10 years (1952-1961) all fish over 8 inches were logged 

but thereafter the logging size was raised to 9 inches. The exception 
was dabs where fish over 6 inches were recorded. This was a legacy 

of the excellent stock of 6-9 inch dabs (and also small plaice) in 
Clogherhead in the 1950s and 1960s - - alas no more. The 9-inch 

recording size was maintained over the years so that comparisons 

could be made between the early and later years despite the fact 
that size limits for takeable fish (e.g. trout) increased to 10 or 11 

inches or larger in some fisheries and for other species as well such 
as bass. Each fishing rod was marked with two bound thread rings 9 

inches apart so that fish could be quickly measured and returned 
without injury. Numbers of fish caught are grouped in 5-year 

periods and are tabulated according to species. 
 

A number of anecdotes are recounted and the booklet includes 
some lessons learned from a lifetime of angling such as patience 

and eternal optimism. The advice given by angling colleagues to a 
young angler who was very eager to learn the art but made many 

mistakes due to eagerness and over-enthusiasm is especially 
appreciated. The joys of ‘reading’ rivers, lakes, sea and appreciating 

the wonderful nature and scenery that surrounds and embraces 

them are cited as is the importance of understanding weather and 
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tides. Some pet hates such as muddy water and thieving seals are 

addressed and the booklet concludes with acknowledgements to 
those who advised in its preparation. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The early years (1952–1955) 

 
It all started in 1952 with a 3-piece 9-foot bamboo fishing rod and 

a small diameter centre pin reel. Some flounders were caught in the 
Boyne in Drogheda docks with worms and more than 100 small 

coalfish were caught on periwinkles during a 3-week period in 
Bundoran. Casting with the small diameter centre pin reel proved 

challenging to a novice with frequent ‘overruns’ causing tangles, a 
limited casting distance, and slow line recovery due to the small 

diameter. 
 

The bamboo rod and centre pin reel continued in use in June/July 
1953 in Clogherhead both at the pier and off the rocks. My casting 

skill level was much improved and the ½ inch fly-spoon (still used 

today) proved an excellent lure for pollock and mackerel. A major 
innovation came on-stream in August 1953 with the purchase of a 

6-foot 2-piece ‘steel’ fishing rod and an FSR Brand fixed spool 
spinning reel. Obviously this revolutionised ease and distance of 

casting. The ‘steel’ rods were discarded tank aerials (relics of 2nd 
World War). The rods had good quality cork handles, were ferruled, 

painted bright colours and looked and performed very well. 
However, they lasted only 1-2 years when used for sea fishing as 

the ‘steel’ rusted from the inside and the rods snapped suddenly 
during casting. Totals for the year were mackerel (55), dabs (46), 

pollock/coalfish (22) all in Clogherhead (from pier and rocks). Most 
of the mackerel and pollock were taken on the ½ inch fly-spoon and 

the dabs on mussels. 
 
Clogherhead: Fishing is from both pier and from the rocks around the head 

itself. The end of the old pier faced north and the pier ran north – south. This pier 

was unusual in design in that it had no breakwater (only a wall) on its eastern 
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side which meant it took the full brunt of heavy seas when the east wind was 

strong. This took its toll over the years and the pier became undermined with 

large cracks. My favourite spot was the top corner of the high wall – I called it 

‘pole position’. This gave great access to the water on the north and east side. 

Casting was to the north and then the lures swung towards the east in the heavy 

current running west to east from first to half ebb tide.  This pier was demolished 

in 2005 and a new pier, now with an arm and an extensive boulder breakwater on 

its eastern side, opened in 2007. My favourite high wall position is therefore no 

longer and there is only very limited fishing from the back of the new pier due to 

the large boulders of the breakwater. Water depth at pier end is 15-20 feet at low 

tide meaning that fish can be caught at any stage of the tide. There are three 

main places for fishing from the rocks, the ‘chair’ (access easy for the nimble), 

‘red man’s cave’ (access difficult even for the nimble) and ‘Reilly’s Cove’ (easy 

access). The ‘chair’ is the best of the three locations and is so-called because of a 

small indented chair-like pocket in the rock that acts as a seat. It can be fished ± 

3 hours on either side of low tide and is a good stand for mackerel, pollock and 

coalfish especially during strong west/northwest winds when fishing on 

Clogherhead pier is uncomfortable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clogherhead – old pier 
 
(Picture courtesy of Noel Cosgrave) 

Clogherhead – new pier 
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½ inch silver fly-spoon (see picture): This was used by me and many other 

anglers in Clogherhead in the 1950s fished as a single spinner below the lead. 

With the advent of feathers in the late 1950s its popularity waned but I have 

continued to use it with two feathers above the lead and the fly-spoon below. This 

was changed in 1994 and since then I have fished 3 fly-spoons above the weight 

and none below i.e. instead of using 3 feathers. The ½ inch fly-spoon, despite its 

small size, is an excellent lure for mackerel, pollock/coalfish, sandeels, cod, red 

gurnard, whiting and even for trout when fished as a ‘fly’ with a fly rod. Moreover, 

fish will often take the fly-spoon when they are fussy and ignoring other lures i.e. 

they find it difficult to ignore ‘little twinkle’ as I call it. Virtually none of today’s 

(2015) anglers have ever seen a fly-spoon and often ask me on my arrival at the 

pier ‘what are they’? I have not seen fly-spoons on sale in fishing tackle shops for 

many years but I still have a small number. They can also be made at home by 

cutting light aluminium into spoon shaped pieces and then converting into a fly-

spoon through skilful indenting with a screwdriver and hammer. A nail is used to 

make a hole to accommodate a split ring, swivel and hook with a broad flat eye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

Rudd fishing was good in the Mill Pond in 1953 and 35 were caught 

on dough or small worms using a float and greased nylon. Many 

were in the ¼ to ½lb range.   
 
Mill Pond: This was at the back of one of the Drogheda linen mills and was used 

as a water source for mill operations such as dyeing. An employee (an 

Englishman) with a love of coarse fishing stocked the pond with rudd and they 

thrived. The pond could only be fished at weekends or in the evening when the 

mill was closed. Access through the mill was very limited but a convenient small 

hole in the fence proved very useful!          

 

The year 1954 started on a good note with a present of a Mitchell 
spinning reel. Mitchell reels of this vintage were Rolls Royce calibre 

with beautiful gearing, a full bale arm pick-up, two line spools (deep 
and shallow) combined with wonderful durability. This reel served 

for 19 years (to 1973) despite extensive use both in fresh and salt 
water. A career first trout was caught in Killineer reservoir on a 

blackhead worm and 39 trout were taken for the season. Most of 

these were from the Killineer and Barnattin reservoirs and a few sea 
trout from the Nanny.  
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Killineer and Barnattin reservoirs: These are located about 2½ and 4½ miles, 

respectively, north of Drogheda (close to the old Dublin–Belfast road). Killineer is 

about 6 acres in size and Barnattin 10 acres.  Both were stocked by Drogheda 

Corporation with brown trout and also with silver trout from Lough Leven in 

Scotland. These looked identical to fresh run sea trout but were leaner. They 

jumped when hooked and had pink flesh. They interbred with the reservoir brown 

trout producing a range of colour in offspring from almost brown to almost silver. 

These fish are no more in 2015 as the reservoirs have been re-stocked with 

larger brown and rainbow trout for a number of years and these ‘out-competed’ 

the original stock. Today (2015) Killineer is ‘fly only’ while Barnattin is ‘all 

methods’.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A birthday present of a 7-foot 2-piece fibre glass rod (Sealey Brand) 
was a welcome partner for the Mitchell reel. This rod had a beautiful 

long cork handle thus allowing different reel positioning. It gave 
sterling service in fresh and salt water for 25 years and is still 

useable in 2015. Fishing in Clogherhead was steady rather than 
good with 63 mackerel, 33 coalfish, 2 cod and 49 dabs. The 

mackerel were taken on a ½ inch fly-spoon and a semi-scaled 

Killineer 
reservoir 

Barnattin 
reservoir 
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conventional spoon. Most of the coalfish were caught on mussels. 

Eight bass were caught at the mouth of the Boyne on ‘Poro’ 
sandeels. These semi-translucent slender plastic strips were about 5 

inches long and were threaded onto a silver hook. When retrieved 
the tale fluttered and they mimicked a sandeel very well; a light 

lemon coloured version proved best. Rudd fishing in the mill pond 
was good and 44 were taken on dough fished with a float. These 

fish took equally well in warm summer conditions and in winter with 
snow on the ground.             

 
The 1955 season started with a new DAM 9-foot 2-piece split cane 

fly rod and a fly reel (Young brand, Redditch). This rod is still used 
today (2015) in preference to a 3-piece light weight hollow glass fly 

rod. It is in perfect condition with high quality cork handle and apart 
from new rings is as it was at time of purchase. A career first trout 

on a fly (Red Spinner) was caught in the Nanny in mid-April. This 

was a fresh run sea trout and was one of many caught in the 
Nanny. Most were caught on a 1-inch blue and silver devon (Mepps 

type spinners had not been invented!). The treble hook on this type 
of devon was very small resulting in a high escape rate of hooked 

sea trout. A total of 61 trout was caught for the season. Most were 
from the lower reaches of the Nanny (below Julianstown Bridge) 

including the tidal flats. Three eels were also caught when fishing 
with worms for trout.  

  
Nanny River: The parts I most frequented were the ½ mile stretch above 

Julianstown Bridge to the so-called tidal flats about a ½ mile below the bridge. 

There were four ‘good spots’ above the bridge i.e. ‘back of the chapel’, ‘the bush’, 

the ‘cul-de-sac’ and the ‘bridge sharp’. The main spots below the bridge were the 

quarry hole, the ‘Leg Murphy’, the fly pool at the top of the tidal flats, the flats 

themselves and a number of in-between sharps. Today (2015), trout no longer lie 

in the flats and the ‘bush’ has been removed in a river deepening exercise. 

However, all the other ‘spots’ still remain but nowadays yield relatively few fish. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Nanny -  
Quarry hole 

Nanny -  
Leg Murphy hole 

Nanny – 
Quarry hole 
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Killineer and Barnattin reservoirs fished poorly throughout the 1955 
season. Mackerel were in short supply in Clogherhead in 1955 and I 

caught only 31 for the season. A few were caught on a copper and 

silver spoon but most were taken using a light line and prawn flesh 
which was drifted along in the current at the end of the pier. Using 

prawn as bait was facilitated by the start-up of extensive trawler 
fishing for prawns in Clogherhead. On landing, the prawns were 

tailed on the pier by locals and were packed and sent to market. 
Some of the prawn waste found its way back into the sea around 

the pier resulting in an influx of coalfish. A total of 81 coalfish 
(typically ½ to 1lb in size) was caught for the year most of them on 

prawn flesh. These fish were caught by simply dropping the bait to 
the bottom (alongside the wall of the pier i.e. no need to cast), 

winding up about 6-inches from the bottom and waiting for a bite. 
Usually the ‘wait’ was very short. Dab fishing in Clogherhead was 

good (94) throughout the summer. 
  

Years 1956–1960 (Table 1) 

 
YEAR 1956: The first trout of the year was from the well known 

‘Leg Murphy’ pool in the Nanny. Many others followed in April on the 
Heather Moth and 1-inch blue and silver devon from the flypool and 

glide at the top of the Nanny flats. Most were sea trout in the 9-11 
inch range which were known locally as sand trout. Many had 

immature spawns 1-2 inches long and small orange sea lice about 
the size of a pinhead. Sixteen trout were taken from Killineer 

reservoir in June on a Connemara Black even though the most 
consistent pattern in Killineer at the time was Wickham’s Fancy. The 

term coalfish also includes pollock as in most years catches of 
coalfish greatly outnumbered pollock. Coalfish were abundant in 

Clogherhead in late June/early July 1956 with catches of 28, 28, 41, 
28, 16 and 8 on successive days. All were taken from the side of 

the pier using mussel and prawn baits. Dabs were also plentiful. 

Mackerel fishing from the pier was slow with 52 the best daily catch. 

Nanny –  
Tidal flats 

Nanny –  
Julianstown bridge pool 
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Two salmon were taken on a large Z-spinner in early September in 

the Boyne at Donore weighing 8½ and 14½lb as were 5 pike (best 
11½lb) and many perch (mostly on live minnow).     

            
Table 1: Summary of catches in 1956-1960 

Species 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 Total 

Trout 115 212 148 57 100 632 

Coalfish 207 21 159 102 93 582 

Mackerel 109 243 83 362 551 1348 

Dabs 116 114 39 254 31 554 

Perch 109 35 1 45 0 190 

Cod 5 2 1 6 2 16 

Salmon 2 0 1 0 0 3 

Pike 5 1 0 2 0 8 

Bass  1 12 0 0 0 13 

Eel 4 6 1 0 0 11 

Sandeel 0 0 56 15 0 71 

Rudd 1 42 42 43 0 128 

Dogfish 0 3 27 1 12 43 

Mullet 0 0 2 2 2 6 

Pouting 0 0 4 6 0 10 

Whiting 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Total 674 691 564 895 792 3616 

 
Boyne at Donore: The stretch I frequented was about a mile long ending with 

the Cottage Pool and weir. Most of this stretch is slow running deep water except 

for the Cottage Pool itself and the 100 yard glide above the pool. About 400 yards 

upstream is a small island called ‘the Lord’s Island’. At the top end of the island 

there is a submerged ‘wall’ (relic of an old weir) which increases water flow rate 

and was a lie much favoured by salmon. Today (2015) this stretch has not 

changed much over the years but stocks of all species (salmon, pike, perch) have 

dwindled dramatically. Access to this stretch is via two short lanes/driveways off 

the Donore/Navan road about a mile from Donore village. 

 

 

 
Boyne – 
Donore 

Boyne –  

Cottage pool, Donore 



 12 

YEAR 1957: The Nanny fished well for sea trout (sand trout) from 

mid-March to mid-April. Most were taken on a Heather Moth or 1-
inch blue and silver devon from the flypool at the top of the flats 

with two spectacular days of 14 and 21 fish. Some were also caught 
above Julianstown Bridge at the ‘bush’ and ‘cul-de-sac’ glides/pools. 

Killineer reservoir yielded 77 trout virtually all on live minnow. A 
couple of sea trout were also caught in July in the Carnlough river in 

Northern Ireland.  
 
Live minnow: These were used as livebait in the Killineer and Barnattin 

reservoirs. The minnow were caught using a ‘sack-net’. The net was made by 

ripping two cloth sacks and sewing them together to give a mini ‘tennis net’. 

Thick cords or light ropes were sewn onto the top and bottom of the net and a 

light chain was sewn across the bottom. Two people then pulled the net across 

gravel-bed shallows in the Nanny and a couple of hundred minnow would be 

caught in a single haul. Cock minnow were thrown back as trout tended to maim 

these rather than eat them. The minnow were fished with a float (about 3-feet 

depth) using greased nylon between rod and float. The live minnow were 

mounted on a Stewart tackle with three small hooks in a line. The first hook was 

in the bottom lip of the minnow. The second hook was left ‘free’ over the dorsal 

fin and the third was inserted near the tail. This cruel procedure is no longer 

permitted.  

 

Coalfish catch (21) in 1957 was poor compared with 1956. Most 
were caught off the rocks in Clogherhead at the ‘chair’. Mackerel 

fishing was steady rather than brilliant over a long season. Best day 
catches were 21, 27 and 28. More than half the mackerel taken in 

1957 were caught on drifting prawns using light gear. The three 
spur dogfish were caught in Clogherhead using a portion of a 

mackerel fillet. Dabs were plentiful in Clogherhead as were perch in 
the Boyne at Donore and rudd in the mill pond. The 12 bass (largest 

3½lb) were caught on ragworm at Shop Street Bridge in the middle 
of Drogheda town.  

 
Shop Street Bridge: This was an excellent bass fishery (alas no more!) and 

could be fished ± 2 hours either side of low water when some ‘beach’ became 

exposed. The best of the stretch was the 200 yards on the upstream side of the 

bridge (see picture). Collective catches of over 50 bass (many of them as large as 

6lb) by 8-10 anglers on a tide were commonplace. Bass normally shoaled there in 

July–August provided there was no fresh in the river. Even a small fresh was 

enough to send them scurrying back to the sea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boyne –  

Shop Street Bridge 
Drogheda 
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YEAR 1958: There were new additions to gear in 1958. A 4-piece 

split cane sea rod with a wooden handle and a screw seating for the 
reel was purchased. This could be used as a 3-piece 9–foot or a 2-

piece 6-foot rod (using the 4th piece). Over the years it was seldom 
used as a 2-piece. The rod is highly durable and is used (as a three 

piece) extensively today (2015) for spinning in the sea, especially 
over rocky ground. The second addition was a present of an old 

fishing rod which is called the ‘big-rod-rig’ throughout this booklet.  
 
Big-rod-rig: I fashioned this from a second hand 3-piece 13-foot two handed 

greenheart (a hardwood) salmon fly fishing rod. The top piece was ‘made 

redundant’ and the rod was converted into a 2-piece. Being originally a fly rod the 

reel housing was near the base of the long greenheart handle and the third 

addition in 1958 was a DAM Every Ready centre pin reel 4½ inches in diameter 

and 1½ inches wide. The reel accommodates 200 yards of 90lb strain nylon and 

the housing is finely machined which means it is impossible for the line to become 

enmeshed in the housing in the event of an overrun during casting. The big rod 

was used (and still is in 2015) for pier fishing for mackerel and coalfish/pollock 

with feathers/spinners (also dogfish with mackerel as bait) and also for fishing 

from a boat (see 1975). The combination of this rod with two goat’s hair feathers 

above a 4oz lead and a ½ inch fly-spoon below is referred to as the big-rod-rig 

throughout this booklet. Casting distance is not compromised by the heavy line 

(as would be the case with a spinning reel) and if hooks get caught in the bottom 

the gear is not lost due to the strong line (i.e. the hooks will straighten). The 4oz 

lead ensures deep fishing and retrieval speed is excellent due to the large 

diameter. Casting this gear is an art, however, the ‘time served’ casting the 

bamboo rod/small diameter reel in 1952/1953 proved invaluable in this regard. 

 

 

This year (1958) was the year of the Leaving Cert which meant a 
reduction in the number of days fished; the Nanny was not fished at 

all. Despite this ‘curtailment’ the reservoirs yielded 148 trout. 
Killineer was the major source but Barnattin also contributed quite a 

few. Trout in Barnattin were generally bigger than those from 
Killineer but were more difficult to catch. In March/April live minnow 

were the main bait but in May/June caddis fly larvae were best. 
Some trout were also caught on a Wickham’s Fancy.                         

 
Caddis fly larvae: These are underwater architects and use silk, excreted from 

salivary glands near their mouths, for building. The ones used in the reservoir 

were of the case-making variety and enlarge their structures throughout their 

larval lifespan as they increase in size. In water the case could be mistaken for a 

small stick (see picture) but on closer inspection the cylindrical case is seen to be 

made of tiny stones (the size of a pinhead) cemented together. The case is easily 

peeled off thus releasing the larva (see picture). The larvae are about a ½-¾ 

Big rod (see new fibre glass top, 1994, page 31) 
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inches in length and are plumper and softer than bluebottle maggots. They vary 

in colour from cream to greenish off-white. The caddis larvae were collected from 

a small stream below the west bank of Killineer reservoir. A gravel bed in the 

stream is essential with some larger stones. A ‘bonanza stone’ was one where on 

lifting more than 50 caddis larvae were revealed. They were placed in a jam jar 

and lived out of water for 5-6 hours. Typical gear was the 2-piece split cane fly 

rod with Mitchell reel and a pencil float with orange tip. Fishing depth was about 6 

feet with one large swivel for weight and 3-4 larvae on a small fly-hook. Casting 

length was no more than 10 yards but this was ample for catching fish.    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Coalfish made a welcome return to Clogherhead in 1958 and 159 

were caught both on mussels and prawns. Mackerel were scarce 

and I caught no more than 7 on any one day. These were caught on 
feathers and on the big-rod-rig. Forty six large (>9 inches) sandeels 

were also caught mostly on the fly-spoon but some were also 
speared on feathers. Dogfish (27) were caught in Clogherhead on 

mackerel mini fillets mostly after dark. Most were in the range 5-
6lb. The normal gear was a large silver hook, a wire trace and a 

sliding 4oz lead. The two mullet were caught in Clogherhead pier on 
pulped mackerel flesh drifted without weight or swivel.  Four good 

sized pouting were caught on drifted prawns and there were also 
some dabs. The mill pond delivered its usual good number of rudd 

and the only salmon (9½lb) of the year was caught in early 
September on a Z-spinner on the Boyne at Donore.        

 
Year 1959: Being a student in UCD from October 1958 to August 

1965 meant that number of days fished decreased compared to 

previous years. Killineer reservoir yielded 57 trout mostly on caddis 
larvae with a few on fly (Wickham’s Fancy). Two pike were caught 

spinning on the Boyne at Donore while 45 perch succumbed to live 
minnow. No fishing was done on the Nanny. Fishing for coalfish in 

Clogherhead was steady rather than good in June-July but was good 
in November (late by Clogherhead standards) with catches of 12, 15 

and 11 on three successive days using the big-rod-rig. Daily 
mackerel catches were small except for 9th July when 103 were 



 15 

caught on Clogherhead pier (big-rod-rig). Clogherhead also yielded 

many dabs (254), 1 spur dogfish, 15 large sandeels and a few cod, 
mullet, red gurnard (on ½ inch fly-spoon) and pouting. 

 
Year 1960: The season yielded 100 trout all from the Nanny and 

Killineer reservoir. This included 26 sea trout from the Nanny in 
early April (mostly on a Heather Moth) and 25 brown trout 

(Greenwell’s Glory) during late August/early September when water 
levels were ideal. Coalfish were plentiful in Clogherhead in late 

April/early May with 33 and 20 on successive days mostly on prawn 
flesh. Mackerel fishing was good on Clogherhead pier in July and 

August with a total of 551 and double figure catches on most days. 
Dabs numbered 31 and spur dogfish 12. Some other species were 

also taken in Clogherhead (Table 1). A 5½lb cod was caught in 
Carnlough in August on feathers.  

 

Years 1961–1965 (Table 2) 
  

YEAR 1961: This was the year of the invasion of sea/sand trout in 
the Nanny. The run started on Saint Patrick’s Day and continued for 

a month. Spectacular daily catches were 20, 34, 17, 17, 15, 16, 15, 
16, 10, 15, 24, 22, 17, 14, 13 and 14 during that period. Most were 

caught on blackhead worms or dead minnow in the Leg Murphy and 
Quarry holes below Julianstown Bridge but also a considerable 

number on the Heather Moth in the sharps before the two holes. 
The trout ranged in size from 9-12 inches with an odd bigger one. 

Many of the fish had juvenile spawns and all had rich pink flesh 
indicating good feeding along the coast. A small number of trout 

were also caught in Killineer reservoir.   
 

Table 2: Summary of catches in 1961–1965 

Species 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 Total 

Trout 416 100 175 311 274 1276 

Coalfish 43 16 33 67 4 163 

Mackerel 498 104 304 625 20 1551 

Dabs 37 10 6 18 1 72 

Perch 62 1 3 16 2 84 

Cod 1 3 4 1 0 9 

Salmon 2 1 1 1 2 7 

Pike 4 0 2 2 1 9 

Bass  19 1 9 125 29 183 

Sandeel 7 0 0 2 0 9 

Dogfish 13 61 5 10 0 89 

Mullet 0 0 7 3 0 10 

Pouting 10 0 0  0 10 

Total 1112 297 549 1181 333 3472 
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The number of coalfish in Clogherhead was down on previous years 

with the best daily catches of 5 and 7. The mackerel tally (498) was 
impressive but was inflated hugely by two days boat fishing in 

Clogherhead which yielded 145 and 181. The best daily catches on 
the pier were 10, 15, 16, 25 and 30. Clogherhead also yielded dabs, 

pouting, dogfish and a few other species (Table 2). The 13 dogfish 
were caught at dusk/dark post-mackerel fishing and the largest was 

7lb. It was difficult to catch dogfish in the daytime in Clogherhead 
when the water was clear but they took readily at dusk/dark. 

However, if the water was muddy during or post-heavy swell then 
dogfish were readily caught during the day provided a piece of 

mackerel or herring could be sourced as bait. Nineteen bass were 
caught on the Boyne at Shop Street Bridge in Drogheda on ragworm 

in early July but a small fresh sent the stock back to sea shortly 
after. The salmon from the Boyne at Donore were taken in late 

August/early September and weighed 6½ and 6lb respectively. The 

62 perch were caught on live minnow and the largest of 4 pike was 
4lb. 

 
YEAR 1962: There was a good run of sea/sand trout in the Nanny 

but nothing like the ‘invasion’ of 1961. Best daily catches in mid to 
late April were 10, 17, 12, 10 and 9. Most were caught in the 

Quarry and Leg Murphy holes on blackhead worms and dead 
minnow. Some were also taken on the Heather Moth. Killineer 

reservoir yielded a few trout on a Wickham’s Fancy. Coalfish 
numbers in Clogherhead were well down on previous years and 

mackerel were scarce on the pier with 14 the largest daily catch. 
However dogfish were abundant with 61 caught. The fish-of-the-

year was an 8½lb bass caught at dusk in Clogherhead while fishing 
for dogfish. This was the only bass I caught on Clogherhead pier in 

a lifetime of fishing. This is surprising in view of the fact that bass 

shoaled abundantly at the mouth of the Boyne in the 1960s and 
1970s and yet never seemed to wander four miles north to 

Clogherhead. The salmon (7½lb) was caught in the first week of 
September on the Boyne at Donore. 

 
YEAR 1963: There was a good run of sea/sand trout in the Nanny 

with best day numbers of 24, 10, 17 and 18. Most of these were 
taken on blackhead worms and dead minnow in the Leg Murphy and 

Quarry holes but also some on a Heather Moth. Forty four sea trout 
were taken in the Boyne on a No. 2 bronze Mepps on the 

Rathmullen stretch (best 2¾lb) and a few were also taken in the 
reservoirs on a Wickham’s Fancy. However, the best sea trout 

(3¼lb) of the year was caught at the mouth of the Boyne at 
Mornington on a German sprat while fishing for bass. I caught a fine 

salmon (10½lb) in the Boyne Cottage Pool at Donore in June.      
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Rathmullen stretch: This stretch is on the upper Boyne estuary above 

Drogheda and is about ¾ miles long and is tidal. It becomes fishable about 4 

hours after high water and remains so until about 1½ hours after the tide turns. 

There are three gravel islands on this stretch which appear about 4 hours after 

full tide. The stretch starts at the sawmill island so-called after a small sawmill 

run by two brothers which was beside it; this sawmill no longer exists. The 

sawmill island (about 60 yards long) has an excellent fly fishing sharp on its north 

side which flows into a deep pool that holds an odd grilse in the summer months. 

The river is relatively shallow (3-5 feet) with a good gravel bottom below the 

sawmill island and the flow rate increases as it approaches the second island 

(about 100 yards long) and becomes a sharp which flows along the north side of 

this island. This is an excellent lie for sea trout. Wading off the bottom end of the 

second island is also an excellent lie for a further 30 yards until the gravel 

channel becomes too deep for wading. The direction of flow changes as the river 

approaches the third island (about 150 yards long) and the channel is on the 

south side and is best fished from the southern river bank. This is also a good sea 

trout lie at certain times of the year and bass shoal there sometimes as well (see 

1964). If the Boyne is heavily flooded the islands will remain covered even when 

the tide is out. Green weed (called ‘sea tang’ locally) appears at the end of April 

and remains until the end of August unless there is a significant fresh to wash it 

away. The tang makes spinning and bait fishing difficult, if not impossible, but 

has only a marginal affect on fly fishing. Today (2015) sea trout numbers have 

declined dramatically from the days when this was a superb sea trout fishery both 

in spring (mid March to mid May) and in July to mid September (water 

dependent).    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Boyne – Rathmullen 
Sawmill island 

Boyne – Rathmullen 
  

Second island, Bass island 
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Coalfish were scarce (33) in Clogherhead in 1963 with 6 the best 

one day catch. Mackerel fishing was steady from July to mid August 
but the second half of August was much better with best day 

catches of 44, 29, 28, 22, and 17. The 5 dogfish were caught in 
September in Clogherhead as were small numbers of other species 

(Table 2). Nine bass were caught on the Rathmullen stretch of the 
Boyne while spinning for trout. Six of these were over 5lb and the 

remaining three were each about ¾lb. 
 

Year 1964: This season started with a bang i.e. a fine 17lb spring 
salmon from the Boyne at Donore on a 3-inch silver ‘Tylo’ spoon in 

early February. This was a short deep fresh run very strong fish that 
took almost an hour to land. A second salmon (11½lb) (Cottage 

pool) fell to the same spoon in early March. Sea trout fishing was 
excellent on both the Nanny and Boyne with double figure catches 

on 10 days in late March to mid April including four days with 27, 

23, 19 and 17. The Boyne fish were taken mostly on a No. 2 copper 
Mepps while the Nanny fish were on worms, dead minnow and a 

Heather Moth fly. The largest trout (2¼lb) was from the Boyne at 
Rathmulllen. Coalfish taken in Clogherhead on prawn flesh 

numbered 67 with two daily catches of 11 and 14 in late 
August/early September. Mackerel fishing was good at Clogherhead 

throughout the summer with best day catches of 78, 58, 50, 38 and 
35. Most were taken on the big-rod-rig. A few other species 

including 10 dogfish were also caught in Clogherhead (see Table 2). 
Bass fishing was excellent on the Boyne and 125 were caught at the 

third island at Rathmullen on a 2½-inch silver Toby spoon in the 
period late June to mid August. Best day catches were 18, 15, 15, 

12, 11 and 9. Virtually all the fish were over 4lb with the best 7½lb. 
Some perch were also caught on the Boyne at Donore on live 

minnow. Two jack pike were also taken on a No. 2 copper Mepps. 

 
Year 1965: The 1965 and 1966 seasons were curtailed because I 

was working in the USA from mid August 1965 to mid August 1966. 
The 1965 season started well with two springers in February on the 

Boyne at Donore; they weighed 8½ and 9¾lb and were caught on a 
2½-inch wooden blue and silver devon. The river was very low for 

the time of year and salmon were lying in the lower reaches rather 
than travelling to Slane or further. Sea trout fishing was excellent 

on the Boyne in mid March to mid May with about 150 taken. Some 
trout were also caught in the Nanny and in Killineer reservoir. A big 

flood in the Boyne in late July began to recede in early August. This 
brought a huge influx of sea trout and 73 were caught on the Boyne 

at Rathmullen on a No. 2 copper Mepps in the first two weeks of 
August, many in the 2-3lb range. I looked on this as a ‘present’ 

from the Boyne prior to departure to the USA. The Boyne at 

Rathmullen fished well in mid July for bass (29) prior to the flood. 
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Clogherhead was only fished on a few occasions in July and hence 

the small number of mackerel and coalfish caught. 
 

Years 1966 – 1970 (Table 3) 
 

Year 1966: I returned from the USA in mid-August and took up a 
new job in late September.  Angling took a temporary ‘back seat’ as 

reflected by the number of days fished and fish caught. The Boyne 
was not fished and the trout (6) were caught in Killineer on a 

Wickham’s Fancy. Clogherhead was fished on a few occasions and 
yielded some mackerel (best day 18), a few coalfish and a couple of 

dabs and sandeels.    
 

Table 3: Summary of catches in 1966–1970 

Species 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total 

Trout 6 265 18 344 152 785 

Coalfish 4 19 20 20 15 78 

Mackerel 65 179 397 258 149 1048 

Dabs 2 0 6 0 0 8 

Perch 0 6 0 1 3 10 

Cod 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Pike 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Bass  0 0 0 1 0 1 

Sandeel 3 67 3 0 0 73 

Dogfish 0 0 0 3 0 3 

Garfish 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Total 80 537 444 629 320 2010 

 
Year 1967: Living in Dublin reduced the proximity of the Drogheda 

trout fisheries and yet 265 trout were caught. Rathmullen provided 
150 sea trout in mid March to mid April (No. 2 copper Mepps) (best 

3¼lb) and 30 more in late August/early September mostly on a 
Butcher fly. The Nanny (worm; Heather Moth) and Killineer 

reservoir (mostly on caddis larvae) provided the remainder. 
Mackerel fishing was good in Clogherhead with 179 from about 10 

visits. There were also many large sandeels (some up to 12 inches); 

these showed a particular liking for the ½-inch fly-spoon. No bass 
were caught on the Rathmullen stretch in 1967 and one small jack 

pike was caught on the Boyne at Donore.  
 

Year 1968: A further spell (mid January to mid July) in the USA 
meant no spring fishing for trout. Eighteen were caught in 

August/early September in Killineer (10), Barnattin (4) and the 
Nanny (4) all on fly. Mackerel fishing was good in Clogherhead in 

early September with 161 taken on one day. Some coalfish were 
also caught from the pier on the big-rod-rig. 
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Year 1969: Sea trout fishing was excellent on the Boyne at 

Rathmullen and Crockfield Lane stretches from mid March to mid 
April and again in early May following a flood. Twenty one were 

taken on one day. A 2¼–inch silver Toby spoon compared 
favourably with the No. 2 copper Mepps and was often the preferred 

lure. About 10 trout were taken from Killineer reservoir on caddis 
larvae.  

 
Crockfield Lane stretch: This term I use to describe the stretch (about 600 

yards) of the Boyne from Crockfield Lane to the sawmill island at the top of the 

Rathmullen stretch. The water is mostly shallow except for a 30 yard part which 

is slower and deeper. This Crockfield Lane stretch is also tidal but can be fished a 

½ hour earlier on the ebb tide than the Rathmullen part and also a ½ hour later 

on the incoming tide. This stretch is now (2015) spanned by the suspension 

bridge carrying the Dublin–Dundalk M1 motorway. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Mackerel fishing was good in Clogherhead in 1969 with 258 taken in 

12 visits (mostly on the pier) using the big-rod-rig. Some coalfish 

were also taken on this rig and garfish made their ‘first appearance’ 
in Clogherhead. One bass and 1 perch were caught on the Boyne at 

Rathmullen on a copper Mepps.  
 

Year 1970: The sea trout fishing was good on the Crockfield Lane 
and Rathmullen stretches with 81 taken up to mid April. However, 

thereafter the water was muddy due to the Boyne drainage scheme 
and the trout either largely disappeared or did not take. This muddy 

water prevailed in the spring for a number of years and marked a 
permanent decline in the number of spring sea trout in the 

Rathmullen and Crockfield Lane stretches even in later years when 
the drainage was completed and clear spring water returned. 

However, both stretches remained fishable in summertime because 
the water was not muddy once the Boyne dropped to summer level. 

Killineer reservoir fished very well in May/June with caddis larvae 

and 71 trout were taken, 17 on one day. Clogherhead was fished on 

Boyne – 
Crockfield Lane stretch 
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a few occasions and mackerel were plentiful. Some coalfish were 

also caught. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Years 1971–1975 (Table 4) 

 
Year 1971: Only 7 trout were caught on the Boyne due to muddy 

water generated by the drainage scheme. Eight were caught on the 
Nanny and the remainder in Killineer reservoir. The fishing in 

Clogherhead was poor and only a few visits were made.  
 

Year 1972: Thirty one trout were caught in Killineer on caddis 
larvae in three visits, i.e. 11, 12 and 8. The remainder (6) were 

caught at Crockfield Lane on the Boyne in early September with the 

best 2¾lb. Mackerel fishing was good in Clogherhead with 269 from 
five visits on the big-rod-rig and also on a drifted mackerel strip.   

 
Table 4: Summary of catches in 1971–1975 

Species 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 Total 

Trout 19 37 39 17 30 142 

Coalfish 2 2 1 9 13 27 

Mackerel 31 269 257 174 126 857 

Dabs 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Perch 0 0 5 1 0 6 

Cod 2 0 0 0 4 6 

Whiting 0 0 0 1 17 18 

Bass  0 0 1 0 5 6 

Sandeel 0 1 0 1 0 2 

Garfish 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Total 56 309 304 203 195 1067 

A good morning  

on the Boyne 
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Year 1973: A new Mitchell reel was purchased this year. The 
previous Mitchell served faithfully for 19 years. Ten trout were 

caught in the Nanny in early April on a Heather Moth and 9 on 
caddis larvae in May from Killineer reservoir. No spring trout were 

caught in the Boyne due to muddy water (Boyne drainage). 
However, 16 sea trout (largest 5lb) were taken at Crockfield lane 

and Rathmullen stretches on a No. 2 copper Mepps in early 
September and also 5 perch. Living in Malahide proved very 

convenient for fishing High Rock and 241 mackerel were caught in 
26 visits on a German sprat; also a bass of 4¾lb, and a garfish. 

Sixteen mackerel and 1 pollock were taken in Clogherhead (big-rod-
rig) on the one and only visit. 

 
High Rock: This is located half way between Malahide and Portmarnock and is 

tide dependent. There are only 1-2 feet at low water and mackerel are caught 

from half incoming to full tide and for about 1½ hr on the ebb. It fishes much 

better in the evening (7pm to dusk) than during the day and spinning is the main 

method. The ground is a mixture of rocks and sand and fishing with feathers is, 

therefore, not recommended. I fished High Rock from 1973 to 1991. However, an 

official notice in 1991 advised that no angling should take place at High Rock 

between May–October as it is very popular with swimmers. High Rock is in fact a 

misnomer as a high spring tide will almost cover the small swimming jetty and 

the surrounding rocks i.e. there are no high rocks.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 1974: Three sea trout were caught (Heather Moth) in the 
Nanny in late March and 11 in one visit to Killineer reservoir on 

caddis larvae. Two further brownies were caught in Killineer on a 
Wickham’s Fancy in August. No spring sea trout were caught in the 

Boyne but 1 sea trout and a perch were caught at the end of July. A 
prolonged heavy flood followed which prevented fishing on the 

Boyne to the end of the season. Seventy one mackerel were caught 

at High Rock and 100 at Clogherhead in one visit on goat’s hair 
feathers and fly-spoon. Three mackerel, 9 coalfish/pollock and 1 

High Rock 
Portmarnock 
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whiting were caught at The Arches in Malahide using the big-rod-

rig. The Arches also yielded many small herrings/sprats which were 
speared during jigging.  

 
The Arches: The 12-arch bridge carrying the Dublin-Belfast railway line is called 

The Arches. It spans a weir that retains water in the Broadmeadows Estuary. 

Neap tides barely cross the weir but high spring tides may deliver 5-6 feet of 

water into the Broadmeadows which spills out again when the tide in the outer 

part of Malahide estuary ebbs. The Broadmeadows is used extensively for water 

sports and is uniformly shallow except around The Arches where it is up to 20 

feet deep. This extensive deep area is gouged out by the rush of water coming 

over the weir on the incoming tide. Fishing here can be good especially when the 

incoming tide is flowing across the weir i.e. it is akin to fishing in a fast flowing 

river. Access to The Arches for me was facilitated by a 12-foot fibre glass boat 

with a small Evinrude outboard engine. This was a three-way joint purchase in 

August 1974 with the father-in-law and brother-in-law chipping in. It was kept in 

my garage with rods and all gear in-situ (like a fire engine) and could be driven to 

the Back Strand in Malahide, launched, ‘powered’ to The Arches and anchored all 

within 12 minutes. Incidentally, some of the bridge spans collapsed (21 August 

2009) and a major rail disaster was narrowly averted thanks to the vigilance of a 

train driver.            

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Arches 

Malahide estuary 

The Boat 
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Year 1975: Six spring sea trout (best 1¼lb) were caught on the 

Rathmullen/Crockfield Lane stretches of the Boyne (Toby spoon) 
and 2 in the Nanny (Greenwell’s Glory). Sixteen were caught in 

Killineer reservoir in two visits in May on caddis larvae. Two 
summer sea trout were caught in the Boyne on a Butcher (July) and 

4 in the Ballinahinch fishery in Connemara on a tiny Red Spinner fly 
(July). All were less than 1lb. Five bass were taken on the Boyne 

Rathmullen stretch on a Toby; two of them over 6lb. Mackerel were 
plentiful (102) at High Rock on a Koster spoon while 24 were taken 

at The Arches on the big-rod-rig. The Arches also yielded 17 
whiting, 13 coalfish/pollock and 4 cod on the same gear. Two of the 

coalfish were large (6¾ and 7¼lb; goat’s hair feather) as was one 
of the cod (7¼lb). Clogherhead was not fished in 1975. 

 
Years 1976–1980 (Table 5) 

 

Year 1976: The Boyne and Nanny were not fished in the spring due 
to high water but 3 sea trout were caught in July at Crockfield Lane 

(Boyne) on a Butcher. Four brown trout were caught in April on 
caddis larvae in Killineer reservoir and 8 more on a No. 2 copper 

Mepps in early September. Mackerel fishing at High Rock was 
reasonable (72) and 26 were caught at The Arches. The Arches also 

yielded 27 coalfish (19 on one day in early October), 3 whiting, 2 
mullet (on drifted mackerel flesh), a cod of 4¾lb and an excellent 

bass of 7¼lb (goat’s hair feather). A 5lb bass was also taken at 
High Rock on a Koster. Five mackerel and a sandeel were caught on 

the only visit to Clogherhead.         
 

Table 5: Summary of catches in 1976–1980 

Species 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 Total 

Trout 15 14 28 22 33 112 

Coalfish 27 11 15 17 7 77 

Mackerel 103 216 87 73 17 496 

Pike 0 0 0 0 7 7 

Perch 0 1 0 1 5 7 

Cod 1 0 0 20 0 21 

Whiting 3 1 4 1 8 17 

Bass  2 0 0 0 0 2 

Sandeel 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Garfish 1 0 0 0 3 4 

Mullet 2 5 0 0 0 7 

Total 155 248 134 134 80 751 

 
Year 1977: This was a poor year overall with no spring sea trout in 

the Boyne (muddy water due to Boyne drainage) and very few (7 
on Greenwell’s Glory) in the Nanny. No summer sea trout were 

caught in the Boyne but it did yield 1 perch and 2 mullet (foul- 
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hooked on a Butcher). Killineer yielded 7 trout on caddis larvae 

Mackerel totals were inflated by two good days in Clogherhead (42 
and 140; big-rod-rig) and a third with 15. Only 16 were caught at 

High Rock despite many visits. Only 3 mackerel were caught at The 
Arches and coalfish/pollock there numbered 11; also 1 whiting. 

 
Year 1978: Fishing throughout was very poor and The Boyne and 

Nanny were not fished in the spring (muddy and/or high water). 
Only two summer sea trout were caught in the Boyne (Crockfield 

Lane; Peter Ross fly). Killineer yielded 26 trout (15 on one day) 
mostly on caddis larvae and a few on a Wickham’s Fancy. Sixty one 

mackerel were caught in Clogherhead, 24 at High Rock and only 2 
at The Arches. Coalfish/pollock (15) and whiting (4) were also 

caught at The Arches (big-rod-rig). 
 

Year 1979: No spring fishing for trout was done in the Boyne, 

Nanny or reservoirs due to very cold weather in March to mid May. 
There were frequent bouts of snow in March and April and also snow 

lying overnight in early May. Because of this the first fish of the 
year was a cod at The Arches on July 7. Good water conditions in 

the Boyne in August/early September delivered 18 sea trout mostly 
on the Crockfield Lane stretch (Toby and No. 2 copper Mepps) in 

five visits. The best was 2½lb. Four trout were taken in Killineer (3 
on a copper Mepps; 1 on Wickham’s Fancy) in September. Only 15 

mackerel were caught (Koster) at High Rock, none at The Arches 
and 58 at Clogherhead (best day 42). Seventeen coalfish/pollock 

were caught for the year; 12 at The Arches and 5 at Clogherhead. 
Cod fishing was good at The Arches with 20 taken (best 2lb). All fish 

at Clogherhead and The Arches were caught using the big-rod-rig. 
 

Year 1980: This was a very poor year for fishing. The summer was 

very wet with continuous strong west/north west winds which 
militated against fishing at The Arches (too rough for boat) and 

Clogherhead pier (very uncomfortable). Eight sea trout were caught 
on the Boyne (Crockfield Lane) in April/May and 22 brown trout in 

Killineer on caddis larvae in one visit in May. This was a record one-
day catch for me in Kilineer and the ‘record’ still prevails today 

(2015). Only two summer sea trout were caught in the Boyne due 
to heavy water in August and September. Seven jack pike and five 

perch were caught in the Boyne at Donore on a No. 2 copper 
Mepps. Only 17 mackerel were caught for the year, all at High Rock 

on a Koster. The Arches yielded 8 whiting, 7 coalfish/pollock and 3 
garfish all on the big-rod-rig.                          
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Years 1981–1985 (Table 6)  

 
Year 1981: This was another poor season with the exception of 

mackerel at High Rock. One sea trout was caught on the Nanny in 
April and 5 on the Boyne (Crockfield Lane) in early May (best 1¾lb). 

Fifteen more sea trout were caught in the Boyne (Crockfield Lane 
and Rathmullen stretches) in August/early September but all were 

small (10-12 inches). Some were taken on a No. 2 copper Mepps 
and some on a Butcher. The reservoirs were not fished as the 

grapevine suggested they were fishing poorly.    
 

 Table 6: Summary of catches in 1981–1985 

Species 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 Total 

Trout 21 15 14 5 47 102 

Coalfish 12 0 1 11 7 31 

Mackerel 71 350 35 380 475 1311 

Perch 0 1 0 1 0 2 

Cod 6 0 0 0 0 6 

Whiting 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Bass  0 0 0 0 1 1 

Sandeel 0 0 2 4 0 6 

Total 111 366 52 401 530 1460 

 
Eighteen mackerel were caught in Clogherhead and 6 sandeels (big-

rod-rig). High Rock yielded 52 mackerel and The Arches 1. The 
pollock/coalfish, cod and whiting were also from The Arches on the 

big-rod-rig. 
 

Year 1982: The boat was sold in April and this meant The Arches 
could not be reached/fished with consequent reduction in the 

number of species. High water in March-April ruled out fishing on 
the Boyne and Nanny but 9 sea trout and 1 perch were caught at 

Crockfield Lane (Boyne) on one day in May on a No.2 copper Mepps. 
Four more were caught in the same location in August/September 

but all were small (10-12 inches). Two brown trout were caught in 
Killineer reservoir in May on caddis larvae but thereafter the water 

level dropped to almost ‘dryness’ which precluded further fishing. 

Mackerel fishing was good in Clogherhead with best days of 131, 53 
and 104. Most were taken on the big-rod-rig but the 53 batch was 

caught with drifted mackerel strips fished with a light line. High 
Rock yielded 50 mackerel on a Koster spoon.  

 
Year 1983: May and June were very wet and windy months while 

July and August brought superb weather. Three sea trout were 
taken in the Boyne in early May and 7 more in August/September 

all on the Rathmullen stretch on a No. 2 copper Mepps. Killineer 
reservoir yielded two brown trout in early June (caddis larvae) and 
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2 in early September (No.2 copper Mepps). Mackerel fishing was 

poor both at Clogherhead (26) and High Rock (9). 
 

Year 1984: This was a really poor year for trout with all 5 caught 
on May 1st. One sea and 1 brown trout were taken in the Boyne 

(Toby) and 3 in Killineer on a Connemara Black. The summer was 
long and dry and few sea trout entered the Boyne before season 

end. Mackerel came late to Clogherhead with best days of 35, 23 
(late August), 185 (mid September) and 72, 25 (early October). 

Eleven coalfish and 4 sandeels were also caught (late September) - 
all on the big-rod-rig. This was the first year of thieving seals at 

Clogherhead with 3 mackerel grabbed by seals. They ‘ran’ for 30-40 
yards before chewing off the mackerel. However, all gear was 

recovered intact due to the 90lb strain line used with the big-rod-
rig. Fourteen mackerel were caught at High Rock (Koster spoon). 

 

Year 1985: This year showed a considerable improvement in trout 
numbers (47) compared with the previous 10 years. Thirty eight 

sea trout were caught in the Boyne/Nanny in April/May and 5 more 
(copper and silver Stucki spoon) from the Boyne in late 

August/early September. Killineer yielded 4 on a Wickham’s Fancy. 
The Boyne was in heavy flood all summer. This was the most 

prolonged summer flood I have seen in the period 1963 – 1985 and 
was a harbinger of things to come in some future summers. The 

bass on the Boyne (½lb) in July was my last from the Boyne to date 
(2015) indicating the complete collapse of bass fishing in this once 

prolific river. The mackerel season was long (mid June to mid 
October) and steady both at Clogherhead (211) and High Rock 

(264) without any very large catches on any individual day (best 
day 39 from Clogherhead). The long season was a reflection of off 

shore winds and no strong easterly winds (i.e. no muddy water). 

Seven coalfish/pollock were also taken at Clogherehad. 
 

Years 1986–1990 (Table 7)  
 

Year 1986: This was the year when Hurricane Charlie struck the 
east coast on 25th August. It brought storm force easterly winds and 

huge amounts of rain (8 inches in the Dublin Mountains; 2½ inches 
in Malahide). Large quantities of shellfish were washed up on 

Portmarnock beach and even the gulls were satiated. Muddy water 
was extensive in the sea and rivers. It was a poor year for sea trout 

with 7 from the Rathmullen stretch in springtime including one 
beautiful fish of 4¾lb. All were caught on a copper and silver Stucki 

spoon. Five sea trout were caught (Heather Moth) in the Nanny in 
springtime and 3 in September (Wickham’s Fancy) when the 

Hurricane Charlie flood had subsided. Killineer reservoir was also 

fished but gave no return. The mackerel fishing was steady in 
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Clogherhhead (93) and High Rock (82) over a long season with best 

days of 40, 26 (Clogherhead) and 15 (High Rock). All the coalfish 
were from Clogherhead and 20th September was a special day with 

39 coalfish, 2 mackerel and 8 sandeels all on the big-rod-rig.  
 

Year 1987: No sea trout were caught in Boyne or Nanny and the 
only 3 trout for the year were brown and from the Nanny in early 

April (Heather Moth). Shortly after, there was an effluent spill in the 
Nanny and large numbers of the spring sea trout and brown trout 

were killed including some over 5lb; wild trout stocks never 
recovered fully thereafter. Six mackerel were taken at High Rock in 

early July but a badly broken arm put paid to fishing for a couple of 
months and summer sea fishing was lost. 

 
Year 1988: There was a marked increase in the number of sea 

trout caught in the Boyne as the effects of the prolonged Boyne 

drainage scheme ceased and the river ran really clear in springtime 
for the first time since 1970. Springtime yielded 49 Boyne sea trout 

(Stucki spoon) on the Crockfield Lane and Rathmullen stretches and 
28 more (No. 2 Mepps) in August/early September; also 1 perch 

The Nanny yielded only 4 spring sea trout (Heather Moth), 
presumably due the after effects of the fish kill in 1987, while 5 

brown trout were caught in Barnattin reservoir on caddis larvae but 
none in Killineer. I practiced an increased level of conservation with 

most trout returned unharmed with the exception of a few retained for 

the dinner! This practice has sustained to 2015. Mackerel fishing in 

Clogherhead was steady over a long season with two best day 
catches of 25 and 45 all on the big-rod-rig. Action at High Rock was 

good with 183 mackerel all on a Koster. A 2-day trip to Achill 
yielded 23 mackerel, 3 pollock and 2 coalfish off the rocks at 

Purteen, all on a Koster.       
 

Table 7: Summary of catches in 1986–1990 

Species 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 Total 

Trout 15 3 86 79 77 260 

Coalfish 39 0 8 0 8 55 

Mackerel 175 6 286 382 77 926 

Perch 0 0 1 10 2 13 

Mullet 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Sandeel 8 0 0 0 0 8 

Total 237 9 381 472 164 1263 

 

Year 1989: Thirty nine sea trout were caught in the Boyne 
(Crockfield Lane and Rathmullen stretches) in springtime on a 2½ 

inch Toby (largest 2¼lb) and 13 in the Nanny (Heather Moth and 
fly-spoon). Nine brown trout (stocked fish) were also caught (size 0 

Mepps) in the Nanny on one day on a receding flood with the water 
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just starting to clear. Eighteen summer sea trout were caught on 

the Boyne (No. 2 copper Mepps and Butcher fly); all were small at 
circa ½lb. Ten perch were also caught in the Boyne while spinning 

for trout and 1 mullet was foul hooked on a Butcher. Mackerel 
catches in Clogherhead were small in July/August but 125 and 144 

were caught on the last two days of August. Mackerel fishing at 
High Rock was poor with only 31 for the season. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Year 1990: Spring sea trout fishing was excellent on the Boyne 

(Crockfield Lane and Rathmullen stretches) with 77 taken on the 
Toby and No. 2 copper Mepps from mid March to April end (largest 

2lb). Virtually all were returned. Two perch were also caught. A very 
dry summer meant no summer sea trout in the Boyne. No spring 

sea trout were caught in the Nanny and the reservoirs were not 

fished. Sixty eight mackerel (big-rod-rig) and 8 coalfish (drifted 
prawn flesh) were caught in Clogherhead in five visits but High Rock 

only yielded 9 mackerel. 
 

Years 1991–1995 (Table 8)  
 

Year 1991: A new 9-foot 3-piece glass fibre fly fishing rod was 
purchased and was used for salmon on the Boyne to no effect apart 

from a couple of no-touch rises. The only salmon (5lb) was from the 
Ridge Pool (Moy) in Ballina on a Toby. Twenty eight spring (March–

April) sea trout were caught on the Boyne (Toby) and 5 on the 
Nanny (Heather Moth). Five more were taken in the Boyne in 

August/early September but all were small (circa ½lb). Virtually all 
the trout were returned. The reservoirs were fished in vain on a few 

occasions. Anglers were advised not to fish at High Rock (official 

notice) during the swimming season (May–October) and this same 

Nanny sea trout  
 
(½ inch fly-spoon) 
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restriction prevails in 2015. Seventy four mackerel were caught at 

Clogherhead and 11 sandeels all on the big-rod-rig with best 
mackerel days 25 and 19. 

 
Table 8: Summary of catches in 1991–1995 

Species 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 Total 

Trout 38 122 22 41 50 273 

Mackerel 75 74 237 191 101 678 

Perch 0 7 0 0 5 12 

Salmon 1 2 0 0 0 3 

Sandeel 11  13 4 1 29 

Total 125 205 272 236 157 995 

 
Year 1992: Twenty four sea trout were caught on the Boyne in 

April/May on a Toby with the best 2¼lb but only 1 from the Nanny. 
Excellent summer water conditions led to an invasion of small sea 

trout (circa ¼ to ½lb) on the Boyne (Rathmullen and Crockfield 
Lane stretches) with excellent fishing from the beginning of August 

to the end of September; my summer catch totalled 97. Some were 
caught on a No.2 copper Mepps but about 60% were on Butcher 

and Peter Ross flies. Virtually all the trout were returned. This surge 

of fish prompted me to write a letter to the Editor of The Irish Times 
which was published on 7th September 1992 and read as follows: 

Sir, - It is good to be able to report increased numbers of sea trout 
at a time when stocks of this prized fish are declining in many 

areas. In my opinion the current run of sea trout in the upper Boyne 
estuary is numerically the best for many years. However, not all the 

news is good – far from it. Fish size is very small, typically 8-11 
inches, and about 20% of fish are very lean and lathe-like. The 

latter parallels the poor condition of sea trout found in the 
Connemara region in recent seasons but with one major difference 

i.e. there is no sea lice infestation on the Boyne sea trout. 
 

The Boyne also yielded 7 perch while spinning for trout and the 2 
salmon were caught spinning in the Moy at Ballina - 1 in the Ridge 

Pool (Toby) and 1 below (Tylo spoon). Both Drogheda reservoirs 

were fished but without success. Mackerel fishing in Clogherhead 
was poor as evidenced by the fact that 49 of the yearly total of 73 

were caught on a single day. 
 

Year 1993: Twenty one sea trout were caught in the Boyne, 16 in 
April–May (Toby) and 5 in the summer (Peter Ross). Water 

conditions were excellent for most of the period March–June and yet 
sea trout numbers were small. Only 1 sea trout was caught in the 

Nanny and the reservoirs were not fished.  Mackerel fishing in 
Clogherhead was good with best day catches of 80 (pier), 58 (chair) 
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and 32 (chair). The chair fished well and only a single Koster was 

used. Sandeels (13) were also caught on fly-spoons at the pier.    
 

Year 1994: Both the Boyne and Nanny were in continuous heavy 
flood from November 1993 to the end of April 1994 (the longest 

spring Boyne flood duration in my memory) which meant no spring 
fishing. However, 14 sea trout were caught in the Boyne in May but 

nothing in the Nanny. The summer run of sea trout in the Boyne 
was nothing like that in 1993 but 27 were caught on a No. 2 Mepps 

and Peter Ross fly from mid August to mid September – best 1¼lb. 
Virtually all of the trout were returned. Mackerel fishing was good at 

Clogherhead both on the pier (best day 74) and at the chair rock 
(best day 18). The big-rod-rig was also changed in two ways in 

1994. Firstly, the top piece of the greenheart rod broke on casting 
and was replaced by a fibre glass top which was bought as a blank 

and was ferruled and ringed by myself to conform with the bottom 

piece in all respects but colour (the new top is orange). Secondly, 
the supply of goat’s hair ran out and the cast was changed from two 

goat’s hair feathers above the lead and a fly-spoon below to three 
½ inch fly-spoons above the 4oz lead i.e. in feather format. This 

proved excellent with many ‘triples’ caught.  
 

Year 1995: February and March were very cold and fish did not 
take. However, 41 sea trout were caught in the Boyne (Crockfield 

Lane and Rathmullen stretches) in April/May mostly on a Toby but 
also a few on a Peter Ross. Only 2 were caught in the Nanny. 

Virtually all of the trout were returned. A long sunny very dry 
summer ensured no summer sea trout in the Boyne due to 

exceptionally low water levels. However, 7 brown trout and 5 perch 
were caught in the river Laune in Kerry during a 3-day visit there. 

All were caught between 6.00 and 7.00 am before the hot part of 

the day – the trout on a Wickham’s Fancy and the perch on a No. 2 
copper Mepps. All the trout were returned. Overall, mackerel fishing 

was poor at Clogherhead with the exception of two days when 32 
and 50 were taken on the big-rod-rig. 

 
Years 1996–2000 (Table 9)  

 
Year 1996: The Rathmullen stretch of the Boyne was closed for 

conservation until 1st June so no spring sea trout were caught there 
or in the Nanny. However the Crockfield Lane stretch fished well in 

April/early May with 61 sea trout (a few of 2lb) and 5 brownies all 
on a Toby. The Nanny just yielded 1 brown trout on the fly. Only 2 

sea trout were caught on the Boyne in July–September together 
with 5 brown trout including a brown of 1¼lb. Four were caught on 

a No. 2 copper Mepps and 3 on a Peter Ross. Virtually all the trout 

were returned unharmed to live to fight another day. Killineer and 
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Barnattin reservoirs were not fished. Mackerel fishing was good in 

Clogherhead in August and September with best day catches of 72, 
28, 22 and 20, and 36 more on the 9th October – an unusually late 

date for mackerel on the fly-spoon as distinct from drifted bait 
(mackerel strip) in Clogherhead.   

 
Table 9: Summary of catches in 1996–2000 

Species 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 Total 

Trout 74 26 73 39 40 252 

Mackerel 320 35 78 125 12 570 

Coalfish 1 0 2 1 0 4 

Sandeel 0 1 0 2 0 3 

Total 395 62 153 167 52 829 

 

 
Year 1997: This was a very poor year all round with the 

Rathmullen stretch closed until 1st June and very low water levels in 
the Boyne in spring and summer. No spring sea trout were caught 

in the Nanny and only 20 sea trout were caught (Toby) on the 
Crockfield Lane stretch in April; 5 more were caught in the summer. 

The fish of the year was a 2½lb brown trout on the Rathmullen 
stretch on 7th June. One rainbow trout was caught in Killineer 

reservoir on a Wickham’s Fancy. Virtually all of the trout were 
returned. Mackerel fishing in Clogherhead was very poor with a best 

day catch of 19 and a season’s total of 35.  
 

Year 1998: The Rathmullen stretch on the Boyne remained closed 

until 1st June but 26 were taken (Toby) on the Crockfield Lane 
stretch in April/May. Three sea trout were caught in the Nanny in 

April and also many more (perhaps 50) in the 6-8 inch range. This 
was a marked improvement over the previous 10 years and led to 

the hope that the decline had been reversed. There was an 
excellent run of sea trout in the Boyne (both stretches) in 

August/September due to good water conditions with fish taken on 
a Toby, No. 2 copper Mepps and Peter Ross fly – best trout 2½lb. 

Some of these fish had an almost white flesh suggesting poor 
feeding along the coast.  One trout was caught in Killineer reservoir 

on a Wickham’s Fancy. Virtually all the sea trout were returned. 
Seventy eight mackerel and 2 coalfish were caught in Clogherhead 

on the big-rod-rig. The best one day catch for mackerel was 38. I 
also played tug o’ war with a thieving seal who grabbed a hooked 

mackerel. He/she eventually tore off the mackerel and all gear was 

retrieved intact with a mackerel head still attached to a fly-spoon. 
This was the first of many such experiences with thieving seals.               

 
Year 1999: Thirty one sea trout were taken in the Boyne Crockfield 

Lane stretch in April/May (Toby; some of 2lb) and only 1 in the 
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Nanny. Three sea and 1 brown trout were caught in the Boyne 

(August/September) and 3 rainbows in Killineer. Virtually all the 
trout were returned. These were the last trout I caught in the 

reservoirs. I fished there very occasionally (without success) in the 
period 2000–2009 and not at all in 2010-2015 for two main 

reasons. Firstly, Killineer is fly-only and the beloved caddis larvae 
cannot be used. Secondly, the newer stocks of brown and rainbow 

trout are not free risers in the early part of the year and sometimes 
even in the summer. Many are caught with a deep sunken line on 

‘flies’ that could not be called flies in the strict meaning of the word. 
Contrast this to the stocks in the 1950s–1980s who were free risers 

to small wet flies fished at a depth of 1-2 inches even in the early 
part of the year. I remember catching 2 trout in Killineer on 20th 

February 1956 on a small February Red in the corner at the 
Caretaker’s house. Mackerel fishing in Clogherhead was good in 

August-September with 122 recorded; best day 53. All were caught 

on the big-rod-rig. Three mackerel and 1 coalfish were caught in 
September at Dingle harbour on a Koster. The complete absence of 

thieving seals in Dingle was a major bonus. 
 

Year 2000: The Crockfield Lane stretch of the Boyne yielded 38 
sea trout on a Toby in March-April including excellent fish of circa 5, 

4, 4, 2 and 2lb. All were fresh-run with 2-3 sea lice on each and all 
were returned. One brown and 1 sea trout were also caught in the 

Boyne in September. Only 12 mackerel were caught in Clogherhead 
and I more or less abandoned fishing there due to thieving seals. If 

2-3 mackerel were hooked far out they were almost certain to be 
attacked by a seal. If hooked close to the edge of the pier then 

there was a better chance of landing the fish. There was little 
opportunity to play a mackerel when fishing with a light line and 

drifting a mackerel strip or prawn flesh as an attack was highly 

probable with loss of gear almost a certainty. 
 

Years 2001–2005 (Table 10) 
 

Year 2001: This was a very poor year for angling for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, the outbreak of foot and mouth disease in the UK 

led to closure of the countryside in Ireland and so there was no 
river or reservoir fishing in the first six months of the year. 

Secondly, the rivers were very low in summertime so there was no 
influx of sea trout. A total of 8 mackerel was caught on two visits to 

Clogherhead. There were many seals at the pier and there was little 
pleasure in fishing as a result.   
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Table 10: Summary of catches in 2001–2005 

Species 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Total 

Trout 0 5 5 69 3 82 

Mackerel 8 28 3 0 5 44 

Coalfish 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Total 8 33 8 69 9 127 

 

Year 2002: Heavy water in the Boyne precluded fishing in the 
springtime and the first trout (1¼lb) of the season was caught in a 

lake at Renvyle on a Connemara Black on 14th April. Two brown and 
two sea trout (10-11 inches) were taken in the Boyne in August on 

a No. 2 copper Mepps. Twenty eight mackerel were caught in 
Clogherhead with 25 on the first visit (16th August) and 3 small fish 

on the second visit (7th October). This was the first time in my 
lifetime that I saw mackerel in the 7-9 inch size range. Little did I 

know that this would become almost the norm in future seasons 

due to changed migration patterns. 
 

Year 2003: Heavy water in springtime restricted fishing in the 
Boyne and Nanny and the only catch was 4 sea trout in the Boyne 

in early April. Only 1 summer sea trout was caught due to very low 
water in July-September. There were plenty of mackerel in 

Clogherhead but no pleasure in fishing. On the only visit I hooked 
mackerel 15 times but only landed 3. The rest were grabbed by 

thieving seals.    
 

Year 2004: There was a considerable improvement in the number 
of trout caught compared to the previous five seasons. This was 

largely due to ideal summer water conditions in the Boyne. Eighteen 
sea trout were caught (Toby) in the Boyne in April-May (best 1½lb) 

and 46 in August-September including two good fish of circa 2 and 

3lb. These were taken on a Toby spoon and a Peter Ross fly. 
Virtually all were returned. Five brown trout (each ¾lb) were caught 

on the Carrowbeg river in Westport on a Greenwell’s Glory during a 
3-day stay there. I fished Clogherhead once and caught nothing 

even though water conditions were ideal (full tide; clear water). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boyne sea trout 
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Carrowbeg river: This is one of my favourite small rivers and graces the town of 

Westport. It has a moderate stock of beautifully marked wild brown trout typically 

6-8 inches long with odd larger ones (10-12 inches). They are free risers to the 

fly and jump when hooked. The river fishes best on a receding spate and trout 

take the fly readily in semi-coloured water.     

 

 
 

 
Year 2005: Frequent snow in February-March led to high water 

conditions in the Boyne and Nanny rivers and only 1 spring sea 
trout was caught on the Boyne (late March). Two brown trout (one 

1¼lb) were caught (Greenwell’s Glory) in the Carrowbeg river 
(Westport) on 18th April. Low water conditions in the summer meant 

no run of sea trout in the Boyne. Clogherhead was a hard-hat-area 
due to the demolition of the old pier and the building of the new. 

The harbour at Dingle yielded 5 mackerel and 1 coalfish on the big-
rod-rig in late August - - and not a seal in sight! 

 
Years 2006–2010 (Table 11)   

 

Year 2006: Frequent showers of wet snow in February-early April 
and unsuitable water conditions curtailed spring fishing and only 3 

spring sea trout were caught on the Boyne and nothing on the 
Nanny. Eight mackerel were caught on a Koster at the chair rock in 

Clogherhead. The pier area was still a hard-hat-site.    
 

Table 11: Summary of catches in 2006–2010 

Species 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Total 

Trout 3 27 13 8 1 52 

Mackerel 8 51 2 0 45 106 

Coalfish 0 9 0 2 2 13 

Total 11 87 15 10 48 171 

 
Year 2007: Barbless hooks on flies were introduced on the Boyne 

and also single barbless hooks (rather than a treble) on spinners. 

The single hook on a Toby changed its action in the water and also 

Carrowbeg river, Westport 
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meant it was nearer the surface - neither desirable. The single hook 

did not influence the action of a Mepps. Six sea trout were caught in 
April on the Boyne and 1 brown trout. The take from the Nanny was 

4 sea trout and 2 brownies. Fourteen sea trout were caught in 
August-September on the Boyne (12) and Nanny (2). All were 

about ½lb and many fish larger escaped after one or two jumps due 
to the barbless hooks. Thirty four mackerel were caught in 

Clogherhead (big-rod-rig) at the new pier and I played tug o’ war 
with 3 seals.  Dingle harbour yielded 17 mackerel and 9 coalfish all 

on the big-rod-rig.        
 

Year 2008: This was a very poor year for fishing both in river and 
the sea. There was a lot of wet snow in March and this led to high 

water in rivers. As a result only 12 sea trout were caught in April in 
the Boyne (9) and Nanny (3). The summer was very wet and only 1 

sea trout was caught (Nanny; 24th August). There was extremely 

heavy rain in early August (3 inches in a 24h period) and this led to 
extensive flooding in the rivers and to muddy water at Clogherhead 

and in other eastern coastal regions due to muddy run-off. The 
muddiness persisted through early September. Two mackerel were 

caught in Killybegs harbour on 22nd July on the big-rod-rig.   
 

Year 2009: There was snow on and off in January, February and 
early March. Spring fishing was poor with 2 sea trout from the 

Nanny and 1 from the Boyne. Five small (½lb) sea trout were 
caught in the Boyne (3) and Nanny (2) in August. No mackerel were 

caught in Clogherhead or Dingle despite a couple of visits and the 
only sea fish caught this year were 2 coalfish in Dingle. 

 
Year 2010: I did not fish the Boyne as losing virtually all sea trout 

in 2009 above ¾lb because of barbless hooks was not appealing. 

My focus in the Nanny was brown trout and only 1 was caught for 
the season. All mackerel (45) and coalfish (2) were caught in Dingle 

harbour (big-rod-rig) and the total absence of thieving seals made 
angling a pleasure. 

 
Years 2011–2015 (Table 12) 

 
Year 2011: This was a very poor year with 2 brown trout from the 

Nanny and 3 from the Carrowbeg (Westport). Killineer was fished a 
couple of times and did not produce a single rise. A broken knee put 

paid to any September fishing for mackerel. 
 

Year 2012: The Nanny produced 3 brown trout and the Carrowbeg 
(Westport) 4. All 7 trout were caught on a Greenwell’s Glory. The 

Nanny was in flood from early April until the end of the season (30th 

September) which precluded fishing there. The 5 mackerel were 
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caught in Dingle (late September) on the big-rod-rig. Muddy water 

prevailed at Clogherhead in August-September with only occasional 
mackerel taken (among all anglers) on bait. 

 
Table 12: Summary of catches in 2011–2015 

Species 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015* Total 

Trout 5 7 4 23 20 59 

Mackerel 0 5 53 80 4 142 

Coalfish 0 0 3 3 0 6 

Total 5 12 60 106 24 207 

*incomplete; totals to end of May 2015 

 
Year 2013: Only 2 brown trout were caught in the Nanny despite 

ideal spring water conditions. Two were also caught in the 
Carrowbeg (Westport). All 4 were caught on a Greenwell’s Glory. 

Two visits to Clogherhead yielded 5 and 40 mackerel respectively. 

On the latter day even though there were many seals around the 
pier, there was only one snatch by a seal; there were plenty of 

mackerel around and perhaps the seals were satiated. Seven 
mackerel were also caught (Koster) in Enniscrone on an evening 

tide during a visit there. A feature of the mackerel at both locations 
in 2013 was their small size - - about a third of the catch was only 9 

inches. Three pollock were caught at Mullaranny pier on a red 
feather in the strong current that prevails there on the early ebb. 

 
Year 2014: There was an improvement in trout fishing in the 

Nanny with 20 brown trout caught (Greenwell’s Glory hackle) in 
March-April. This was probably due to excellent water conditions 

during that period. Three brown trout were also caught (Greenwell’s 
Glory hackle) in the Carrowbeg (Westport) and 3 pollock were 

caught at Mullaranny pier in June on a Koster. Seventeen mackerel 

were caught in Dingle in early September on the big-rod-rig over a 
three day period. All were good sized with no smalls. The following 

week 51 and 12 mackerel were caught on a Koster (no feathers) in 
two days in Dunmore East- the first day on a full tide and the 

second at the low ebb. Most of the fish were small with many of 
only 9-10 inches. Mackerel shoals were highly visible chasing fry in 

the harbour and outside it; also many sprats were stranded on the 
beach in a nearby swimming cove. This was the first time in many 

years that I saw extensive shoals of mackerel surfacing all around 
with fry jumping in the air - - a welcome sight. 

 
Year 2015: This started with the purchase of a ‘new’ centre pin 

reel. The DAM Every Ready centre pin reel purchased in 1958 
reached the end of its tether in 2013 when the two plastic winders 

fell off. This left two match-thin brass spindles for winding which 

were very hard on the fingers and produced a couple of finger welts 
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during use in 2013/2014. This was a wonderful reel – it caught over 

8000 mackerel, many dogfish and some large cod, coalfish and bass 
– and is still in perfect working order in 2015 except for the 

winders. Visits to many fishing tackle shops failed to source a 
replacement. In fact, tackle shop personnel had never seen this 

type of centre pin reel and the only models on show were centre pin 
reels for fly fishing for salmon. All were of much lower line capacity, 

were ratcheted, and were not almost frictionless free-wheelers like 
the DAM Ever Ready. A Eureka moment inspired me to look on the 

internet and to my amazement I found the exact same reel on offer 
in the UK as a collector’s item. A quick deal was done via eBay for a 

very reasonable price and the reel duly arrived by post and was 
found to be in mint condition. Its first outing as part of the big-rod-

rig was a trial run at Dunmore East harbour on 26th January this 
year. To my complete amazement I caught 4 mackerel on the 3-fly-

spoon rig (all singles). I have never caught mackerel earlier than 

May and later than October-end in a lifetime of sea fishing so this 
was a complete outlier and made a short snippet in the angling 

column of The Irish Times. River fishing to date in 2015 has 
produced 16 brown trout from the Nanny and 4 from the Carrowbeg 

on a Greenwell’s Glory hackle. 
 

 

 
My angling diary 

 
The above lists all the material from my angling diary (1952-2015) 

which is a small ‘cash book’ with dimensions 4½ by 7 inches and ½ 
inch thick. It has become a bit ragged from years of use and re-

reading and some brown sticky tape has been employed to reinforce 
its cover and spine. To me it is a treasure of accurate information 

logged during 60+ years angling. I have never missed entering a 
catch or comment. As a young person I had the superstition that if I 

did not log the catch on the day it was caught it would cause me to 

have a poor catch the following day. This became ingrained and has 

New and old 1¼lb brownie from the Nanny 
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stayed with me to today. I read the diary fairly frequently and it 

enables me recall great fishing days even to the detail of a special 
rise or fish, or of colleagues fishing shoulder to shoulder with me on 

Clogherhead pier, or of getting my clothes wet by wading too far in 
search of yet another trout. I am delighted to write my diary as an 

e-booklet as I have often feared that the diary might be mislaid or 
damaged, or might fall apart and a lifetime’s information would be 

lost to me and to others who might find it interesting. I would 
strongly advise young start-up anglers to keep a diary. You may not 

appreciate it in the short or in the medium terms but you will 
treasure it in the long term. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
My angling experience 

 

Very fortunate: I consider myself very lucky to have fished at a 
time when fish abounded. The heady days (1956-1970) of sea trout 

catches in the Boyne and Nanny were very special. The spring run 
started in mid March and continued to mid May when the green 

tang weed began to grow. Summer runs depended on water 
conditions. My trout catches were huge (Tables 1-3, Fig. 1) and 

would dwarf today’s (2015) catch sizes. The Boyne and Nanny at 
that time were wonderful sea trout rivers and in my view never 

received the national recognition they deserved. Rivers in the west, 
south-west and north-west received accolades as prime sea trout 

rivers. However, in its prime the Boyne would have out-competed 
any of them in my opinion. I especially remember August 1965 

when I caught 73 sea trout on the Boyne Rathmullen stretch in one 
week, many of them in the 2-3lb range.  Killineer reservoir was also 

an excellent fishery in the early years with caddis and live minnow 

the prime baits.  Other fish species also abounded in 1956-1970 

Diary – outside and inside 
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such as small dabs and plaice in Clogherhead and also shoals of 

coalfish. I will never forget August 1964 when I caught 125 bass for 
the month at the third island (I have since called it bass island) on 

the Boyne Rathmullen stretch on a Toby; most of them were large 
fish and all were returned. Angling has taught me patience and 

especially optimism. The latter is particularly important and I have 
always assumed that I will return with a catch when going fishing. A 

much cited chant of anglers in my youth was ‘hope springs eternal’ 
– and so it is with fishing. One may fish for hours without success 

and suddenly just before going a ‘take’ starts and 5 or 6 trout are 
landed in a few minutes. Such an experience creates optimism even 

when fishing seems unproductive. 
 

Advice from my elders: As a young angler I was surrounded by 
real fishing experts in the Drogheda region. It is only in hindsight 

that I realise how really kind and patient they were and how they 

guided a young angler to better technique and improved catches. 
They taught me to practice fly fishing in the front garden (without a 

hook attached of course) and how to cast to best effect in rivers 
taking due account of currents and water speed. Waiting 8 seconds 

after the float went down before striking was a well proven 
requirement when fishing the Drogheda reservoirs with live minnow 

or caddis larvae. Their advice to ‘fish deep’ in Clogherhead was key 
as mackerel are usually caught near the bottom there and a young 

angler is inclined to reel too fast in excitement resulting in the lure 
riding too high in the water. Advice is one thing but I also learned a 

huge amount by observing how the experts fished and the care they 
took in mounting a worm properly on a hook, on selecting the right 

size of fly or spinning lure to suit prevailing conditions, or the depth 
at which they fished.  Observation of how and where other anglers 

fish has been a continuing element of my angling life and I am a 

firm believer in the motto that I learn something new every day.    
 

My speciality: Sea trout were (and are) my prime target followed 
by brown trout and mackerel. From my earliest years I considered 

fresh-run sea trout as mini salmon and always marvelled at their 
athletic ability and agility as they jumped repeatedly when hooked – 

they are small bars of silver. My passion was fuelled by the 
abundance of sea trout in the early years. I found salmon fishing 

slow in comparison and have only caught 14 in my lifetime (best 
17lb). This may be due to the fact that the ordinary citizen and 

especially a teenager did not have access to good salmon stretches 
on the Boyne – such waters were for the privileged few. The 

situation has changed since due to fish-ins which opened up these 
fisheries to members of ordinary angler’s clubs. However, by the 

time this eventually happened the salmon stocks were in steep 

decline. Mackerel are also my speciality. I greatly admire these 
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lightning fast hunters of the sea and pound for pound they are the 

best fighters of all – try playing one on a light 5lb strain line or on a 
fly rod. They also make excellent eating and are very nutritious 

because of the high oil content (up to 25% on occasions) and good 
omega-3 fatty acids. 

 
Angling community: All anglers are ‘honorary’ members of the 

global angling community and all have the same focus i.e. to tempt 
the fish. Belonging to such a community has been a very enriching 

part of my angling life. The banter, craic and sense of community of 
shoulder-to-shoulder fishing at Clogherhead pier and High Rock is a 

great experience as are the many chats along river and lake banks 
with other anglers. Stories of great catches, special pools, waters 

fished, flies/lures/spinners/bait used abound and always make very 
interesting listening. The big one that got away is also frequently 

cited. However, this is not quite the myth/joke of anglers/non-

anglers that it is supposed to be as big fish do escape more often 
than small ones due to their strength and also because of the 

duration between hooking and landing. The angling community has 
no language barriers. I have ‘spoken’ with anglers in different 

countries and even though most had no English we conversed via 
gestures, the gear and baits used, and the fish caught. Examples 

include anglers fishing for catfish in the Danube (Budapest) and 
Tagus (Lisbon), cod anglers on the pier in Helsingborg (Southern 

Sweden), a Chinese angler catching big plaice with a hand-line in 
Reykjavik harbour (Iceland) and in March this year (2015) with a 

Polish angler fishing in Ireland; we ‘talked’ for 20 minutes about his 
tactics, fish caught (via his smart phone) and then shook hands – 

friends for life!        
 

Weather, tides, rivers, lakes: Angling brings one very close to 

nature and especially to weather and tidal movements. Assessing 
the amount of rainfall is vital – will it flood the river or not or 

produce a bit of colour in the water? Wind is also crucial – what is 
the direction and is it strong enough to churn up the sea and cause 

muddy water thereby negating spinning for mackerel. No angler 
wants a flat calm on a lake and wind direction and strength will 

dictate where to fish on a lake as it has done so often for me at 
Killineer and Barnattin reservoirs. Knowledge of tides is also very 

important as different fishing locations may have different tidal 
requirements. Reading the sky is an essential especially when 

predicting the likely path of an approaching shower i.e. do I need to 
seek shelter or get a coat from the car or will the shower pass 

harmlessly by. I have learned to judge/assess all these aspects 
when going and during fishing. I have also learned to read rivers 

and lakes i.e. which waterfall, sharp or pool or which side of the 

reservoir will have the nicest ripple for fly fishing. I have had many 
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wonderful moments with nature over the years such as a fox 

trotting past within five yards of me on a summers morning on the 
Boyne at 6am; hearing an otter breathing in the water beside me 

while night fishing; watching gannets diving into a shoal of 
mackerel; seeing salmon jumping over a weir at dusk; and 

watching an array of birdlife with chicks on river and lake. Nature 
also engenders some spiritual moments.    

 
Angling CV: Mine lacks some key elements and some purists could 

say that I am not an angler at all in that I have never fished dry fly 
(the ultimate), or Mayfly, or caught a salmon on a fly, or fished the 

majestic western trout lakes such as Mask or Corrib. Neither have I 
hunted blue sharks off Kinsale. This is all true but my brand of 

fishing has brought me much success and a huge amount of 
enjoyment. My fishing rods are old and tackle basic but they have a 

huge history and positive track record. I have about 40 wet fly 

patterns in my fly box but in reality only use a few, i.e. Greenwell’s 
Glory (and hackle version), Heather Moth, Wickham’s Fancy, Red 

Spinner, Peter Ross, Butcher and Connemara Black. These have 
brought me good success in a range of waters. For spinning lures I 

like the Toby, Tylo, Mepps, large Z-spinner, Koster, Krill and fly-
spoon. In fresh water my preferred baits are blackhead worms, 

caddis larvae and maggots, and in the past, minnow. In the sea I 
like mussels, prawn flesh, mackerel strips and ragworm. 

 
Pet hates: I have only two major ones – muddy water and thieving 

seals. Many deep water piers on the east coast are prone to muddy 
water if the wind blows strongly from north through east to south. 

This applies especially to Clogherhead which juts out perhaps a half 
mile into the sea. A force 3 or above is enough to cause a problem 

and the south/south east wind is particularly bad because it 

muddies the water on Clogherhead beach and the mud makes its 
way to the pier. Muddy water is never good for fishing in 

Clogherhead as the fish usually head out to sea. I use the step test 
i.e. if the first four steps are visible below water then mackerel may 

be a possibility. However, 10 or more visible steps are ideal. For 
this reason fishing at the pier and rocks may be erratic throughout a 

whole summer season due to a number of muddy water episodes. 
East winds often bring good settled weather in summer but in such 

an air-stream mackerel may disappear for 3-4 weeks due to muddy 
water. This is why I like fishing in Dingle harbour as muddy water is 

never a problem there due to protective headlands and a narrow 
entrance in ‘Fungi’   territory. Muddy water also ruins fly fishing in 

rivers, however, worms often work well in such conditions. My 
second pet hate is thieving seals. They have ruined the enjoyment 

of mackerel fishing at Clogherhead as on some days virtually every 

hooked mackerel will be grabbed. There are often 15+ seals visible 
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at the pier not to mention those that have submerged. Don’t get me 

wrong I like seals but not the thieving variety. The population has 
proliferated as they are a protected species and they do untold 

damage to wild salmon stocks as the fish return to their native river 
to spawn. To date, I have never seen a seal in Dingle harbour!        

 
Decline in fish numbers 

 
My dwindling catches over the years are presented as bar-charts in 

Figs 1-3. These have been made using 5-year annual totals from 
Tables 1-12 above. The bar-charts must be viewed very liberally as 

a number of factors have been responsible for my reduced catches 
and the contribution of each cannot be quantified. The factors 

include (a) greatly reduced numbers of fish; (b) a reduction in the 
number of days fished over the years; (c) a reduction in the number 

of locations fished over the years. Number of days fished was not 

logged in the diary which means that more accurate data such as 
number of fish per day, or better still per hour fished, are not 

available. This would have enabled a more accurate quantification of 
the decline in fish numbers over time. However, taking cognisance 

of (a, b, c) above the bar-charts still suggest a massive decline in 
fish numbers over the years.  

 
The years 1956-1970 (Fig. 1) were outstanding (red bars) for trout 

due to excellent fishing on the Nanny, Killineer reservoir and the 
Boyne. My trout catches dropped dramatically (blue bars) for the 

period 1971-1985 due to muddy water in springtime on the Boyne 
caused by the drainage scheme. Fishing in the Nanny also 

deteriorated for no apparent reason. Sea trout catches improved 
again in the period 1986-2000 (yellow bars) due to better catches 

on the Boyne in 1988-1990. This was due to clear water in the 

Boyne in springtime i.e. the effects of the drainage scheme in terms 
of generating muddy water had ceased. My catch numbers hit a 

new low in 2001-2015 due to extended periods of flooding and high 
water in the Boyne caused by global warming and also because I 

did not fish the Boyne or Killineer reservoir since 2010. However, 
the angling grapevine reports few sea trout in the Boyne in 2010-

2015 and catches are mostly very small. My data suggest, 
therefore, that there has been a major decline in sea trout stocks in 

the Nanny and Boyne and the reasons are probably many. 
Interestingly, there are no fish farms anywhere in the region so the 

decline is due to other causes. One possible reason not often cited 
may be the advent of the fixed spool spinning reel which became 

popular around 1950. This enabled a new brand of fishing where 
small lures and bait could be cast long distances meaning trout 

waters could be covered as never before. My large catches were 

matched by other anglers in the early years and perhaps it is not 
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surprising that trout stocks could not sustain in the longer term (see 

item below on conservation). An old fisherman once said to me ‘you 
won’t do much damage to fish stocks with a fly rod’ - -I’m sure he 

was right. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
My total fish catches (all species; Fig. 2) show a similar pattern to 

that of trout in that they all declined. However, the yellow and blue 
bars in Fig.2 are larger than in Fig. 1; this is due to mackerel. When 

mackerel are excluded from the total catch numbers the bar 
patterns are very similar to those for trout in Fig.1. This is as 

expected as trout are the major contributor to total fish catches if 
mackerel are omitted. 
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The number of species caught has also dropped dramatically over 

the years (Fig. 3). Some species are virtually extinct in the 
Drogheda region such as bass in the upper Boyne estuary and 

dabs/small plaice and coalfish shoals at Clogherhead pier. I rarely 
bait fish at Clogherhead pier anymore due to thieving seals so this 

reduces the chances of catching codling, pouting and pollock – even 
if they were there. The angling grapevine suggests they are not 

present in any numbers. The selling of the family boat in 1982 
reduced the number of species caught as The Arches in Malahide 

were no longer accessible. Also, I have not fished the mill pond for 
many years or the Boyne at Donore since 2010 so this eliminates 

rudd, perch, pike and salmon from my potential species list.             
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Conservation 

 
In the period 1956-1970 the word conservation did not enter my 

mind in any major sense and the same would have prevailed for my 
angling colleagues. It was a numbers game – how many did you 

catch? – the more the merrier. By the mid 1970s most anglers (me 
included) became aware that there was a problem and that stocks 

of fresh water fish in the Drogheda region were in major decline for 
whatever reason.  

 
By the mid 80s I was returning virtually all of the sea trout caught 

and this practice has continued since. Strict conservation measures 
have now been put in place in most fisheries for salmon, sea trout 

and brown trout. These include bag limits, size restrictions, barbless 
hooks, catch and release, fishery closures and re-imposing ‘fly only’ 

in some fisheries. The ultimate in conservation would be to ban 

fixed spool (spinning) and multiplier reels in rivers, lakes and 
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canals. However, this would be highly unpopular in many quarters 

but it would result in increased fish numbers. Rivers/lakes with wild 
game and brown fish stocks should not be re-stocked with large 

(greater than 1lb) brown trout and never with rainbows. The latter 
grow too quickly and will eat smaller wild trout and devour 

deposited spawn.  These procedures should help to conserve stocks 
but there are also many other deleterious influences outside the 

control of anglers and riparian owners and include (i) changes in 
migration patterns and food availability of/for salmon at sea; (ii) 

river drainage schemes; (iii) increased rainfall; (iv) run-off of 
fertilisers and other pollutants; (v) changes in water acidity due to 

different land use patterns; (vi) seal proliferation at river mouths; 
(vii) netting and (viii) perhaps fish farming (I’m not entering that 

debate!).  
 

Trawling for small fish for fishmeal and for sourcing marine fish oil 

is a major negative as the stocks of these small fish are not 
sustainable; these small fish are the natural feedstock for larger fish 

both game and other. Extensive inshore dredging for shellfish is 
also a negative as this procedure disturbs the seabed and the 

habitat of many of the creatures (e.g. shrimps) that live there and 
form part of the diet of many fish species.  

 
To sum up: - the combined effects of man and the elements make 

life very difficult for wild fish and especially for wild salmon and sea 
trout. It is very unlikely that fresh water fish stocks will return to 

anything like their former glory and the best that can be hoped for 
is that measures now being put in place combined with increased 

awareness of the extent of the problem will prevent game fish 
stocks disappearing totally from the rivers and lakes of Ireland. 

Because of the decline I advocate stocking rivers that have become 

almost depleted of wild trout with small brown trout (circa ½lb) but 
not with rainbows as they grow too quickly and are highly 

cannibalistic. Restocking rivers with salmon smolts is an ongoing 
must. 

 
Strict conservation measures are already in place for bass in an 

effort to stop the steep decline in this species. Grapevine 
information suggests that bass may be making a comeback in some 

parts of Ireland but many of the fish are small. This brings back 
memories of great bass fishing on the Boyne in 1964 when I caught 

125 large bass in the month of August at the third island (‘bass 
island’) on the Rathmullen stretch. Not a single one was retained as 

I (and for that matter most other people) did not realise that they 
were excellent to eat. Farmed bass is on sale from the ice counter 

in virtually all supermarkets in 2015 and is on the menu in the best 

restaurants.     



 47 

 

Anecdotes 
 

The scout: There was a tradition at Clogherhead that the first 
mackerel of the day should be returned unharmed as he was 

considered the scout and if he did not return the other mackerel 
would know that danger lurked and would not venture near the 

pier.  
 

No splash: One evening in Clogherhead two of the elder anglers 
got a lift in a boat and anchored at long casting distance from the 

pier. They were catching mackerel and we on the pier were not. I 
tried a long cast with the big-rod-rig in an effort to get near the 

mackerel but to my horror there was no splash. The three fly-spoon 
rig plus lead wrapped itself round the coat of one of the boat 

anglers. He was very angry and cut off the rig. On their return to 

shore I received a mild chastisement but to their credit they 
returned my fly-spoon rig.    

 
First seagull: Gulls were always a problem when casting in 

Clogherhead especially on windy days when there was a belly on 
the line. I caught my first seagull in 1956 and a few more 

thereafter. They did not get hooked but when flying into the line 
they wheel and wrap the line around their bodies. My experienced 

colleagues helped me untangle my first gull. Firstly a coat over the 
gulls head to avoid a sore peck, gently searching for the neck under 

the coat, and then holding the beak the gull is gently untangled and 
released to flight. Interestingly, gulls never get caught in the line of 

the big-rod-rig as they can see it. Failing this the 90lb strain line will 
not wrap around due to its ‘wiry’ nature.     

 

Bag ‘im: This was the name given to an elderly angler who fished 
very regularly in Clogherhead. He always came with a grandson or 

nephew. He fished only with bait and kept everything he caught – 
even the smallest fish, reputedly for many cats he kept on his farm. 

His instruction to the grandson/nephew was always the same – bag 
‘im!!  

 
A surprise: My daughter (aged 12 at the time) borrowed her 

brother’s rod for a couple of casts at the chair rock in Clogherhead. 
On her third cast the hook of the Koster got stuck in the bottom. On 

leaving the rod down she pulled the lure clear and hand-lined it in 
to avoid getting caught again. Just as she was about to lift the 

Koster a pollock zoomed up and grabbed it. Major excitement 
prevailed and the olive brown back, the rich golden/reddish flank 

and the white belly were much admired before unhooking and 

returning the beautiful ½lb fish to its rocky habitat.    
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Knitting: This was the term used when a number of anglers 
standing shoulder to shoulder on Clogherhead pier all hooked 

mackerel at the same time. The mackerel criss-crossed as did the 
lines and a significant tangle was the result with lines being cut 

(after the mackerel were ‘struggled’ onto the pier), followed by a 
hasty re-assembly of the lures and then back to the fray!   

 
Touch of a cig: A consistently bad caster was always frowned upon 

at Clogherhead pier especially a person who crossed all the other 
lines time after time. A local remedy was to distract the angler and 

a touch of a lighted cigarette to their line did the rest!  (I’m a non 
smoker!). 

 
Whose mackerel?: An angler at Clogherhead hooked a  mackerel 

far out and as he brought the fish close to the pier it escaped and 

immediately grabbed the spinner of another angler. The second 
angler landed the mackerel but the first angler claimed the fish as 

he contested that the second angler would not have caught it if he 
the first angler had not brought it in. The friendly dispute was 

settled by a quorum of other anglers who awarded the fish to the 
angler that landed it on the pier. 

 
A special meal: October 13, 1984 was a beautiful day, the children 

had no school and we headed for Clogherhead. There were still 
plenty of mackerel and we grilled a few fillets for lunch on our 

barbeque. My wife and children gathered blackberries on the 
headland as I fished. We took more fillets home for the next day 

and gave some to a neighbour whose family liked fish. The next 
morning our kind neighbour came to our door and she gave us a 

large square loaf of wholemeal bread still hot from the oven. That 

evening we ate grilled mackerel with a touch of garlic, thick slices of 
buttered brown bread and washed all down with a few cups of tea. 

My wife’s beautiful blackberry soufflé followed for dessert - - a very 
simple meal but a very memorable and enjoyable one.   

 
Breaking glass: ‘Watch the windows at Dunany’ was the collective 

cry at Clogherhead when a line snapped on casting and the lead 
took off in a northerly direction. Dunany Point is the next headland 

north of Clogherhead about 4-5 miles away!  
 

Big boots: This was my nickname at High Rock. I always wore 
waders as they allowed access to the outermost rock and therefore 

a better chance of catching a mackerel. Together with an oilskin 
they prevented wetting from spray when there was a choppy sea or 

swell. 
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Time for a pint: One evening while fishing with a witty friend at 

High Rock a group of four ‘professional’ fishermen (strangers to 
High Rock) with big rods arrived. They assembled their gear and 

had every form of bait - rag and lugworm, soft back crabs, 
mackerel strips, small shrimps and mussels – and started to fish. 

Near dusk my friend nudged me and said aloud ‘Ronan it is nearly 
time for bass’. The group of four went into a huddle and were heard 

to whisper ‘good local knowledge’. After 10 minutes my friend said 
aloud again ‘Ronan, let’s go to the pub for that pint of bass’! 

 
A crateful: One evening at High Rock a man asked could I spare a 

few mackerel. As we spoke I caught six in a row and gave them to 
him. He thanked me and off he went. Two minutes later he was 

back with a small wooden crate filled with mandarin oranges – what 
a lovely exchange of edibles. All of us on the rock shared the 

mandarins and there were even a few left to take home.        

 
First garfish: You can imagine my 10-year old son’s delight when 

he hooked a ‘mackerel’ (Koster) in fast running water at The Arches 
in Malahide. After a struggle a major surprise followed when he 

boated a beautiful garfish. He was really excited by this mini 
swordfish with its long beaklike mouth, its beautiful long silver body 

and greenish back. Together we unhooked ‘the beauty’ and 
returned it safe and sound to the water. In his teenage years he 

was also highly proficient with twin fly-spoons at Clogherhead and 
with a Koster at High Rock.      

 
Stuck in the mud: I was bass fishing on the Boyne at Mornington 

as a teenager and came to a ‘basin’ gouged out in the shingle/mud 
by the local sailing club. The tide was out and the basin waterless 

and as I walked across its mouth I rapidly sank in mud/quicksand. 

As I struggled to get free the waders went deeper and deeper so I 
was trapped. Highly amused members of the sailing club came to 

my rescue by throwing a rope with an old brass-barred bed 
headboard attached and also a piece of wood a yard wide. I was 

able to prise myself loose and move from the headboard to the 
board – the board to the headboard and so on until I reached 

safety. I took all valuables from my pockets and waded waist-deep 
into the river to remove the blue mud. It was a long cold cycle 

home!   
  

Minna: This was the name affectionately given to an elderly angler 
who used to fish in Killineer reservoir. He always wore a tweed 

jacket and hat and invariably his first greeting to fellow anglers was 
‘I suppose you’re using the minna’. He never used minnow himself 

but a worm on the bottom via a sliding bubble float. He claimed the 

float kept the line tidy and perhaps he was right.   
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A big smile: One August day as a 16 year old fishing on the Boyne 
in the cottage pool at Donore I hooked and played a fresh-run 

salmon (about 6lb) that was particularly acrobatic in the fast water. 
Just as I brought the salmon to the net the hook fell out and the 

fish escaped to my dismay and mild fury! My father (a non angler) 
who was behind me had a big smile on his face. He said ‘my 

sympathies were with the salmon – how could you kill such a 
beautiful creature’. Perhaps the first seeds of conservation were 

sown in my sub-conscious that day.     
 

No caddis: A local angler (not me) was red hot favourite to win one 
of the competitions in the Drogheda reservoirs because of his 

expertise with caddis larvae and the resulting large number of fish 
he caught. Heavy rain the night before the competition flooded the 

caddis stream and so he was not able to get any caddis larvae on 

the day and his challenge did not materialise.   
 

No trout–go home: Arriving at Killineer reservoir for a day’s 
fishing with a long-term family friend, the Caretaker (who lived in a 

cottage on-site) greeted us with ‘you may go home lads, there’s not 
a trout to be had’. Undaunted we gathered caddis larvae and caught 

25 trout between us for the day! The same Caretaker was a very 
skilled angler and used a fly rod and line for everything i.e. for fly 

fishing or for worming or using with caddis larvae. Casting caddis 
larvae with a fly rod without losing them is an art in itself.     

 
The splodge: This was the name given by my children to a 10 yard 

stretch of very soft deep mud that lay between the road/path and 
the shingle/stony beach exposed by the ebbing tide on the 

Crockfield Lane and Rathmullen stretches of the Boyne. The splodge 

was always wet and soft as it is covered by the full tide. Traversing 
the splodge was via 1-2 ‘approved’ routes using stepping stones 

which were wet and slippery and moved as you walked on them. 
The children loved this dangerous journey and as I fished they 

played – one foot in the splodge and one on the shingle beach – I 
leave the rest to your imagination.     

 
Fly in the eye: Fly fishing on the Nanny on a warm very windy 

summer’s day in 2011 the line blew back into my face. I retrieved 
the slack and suddenly realised the fly was stuck in the very top of 

my right eyelid – at the time I could not be sure of exactly where. 
There was no pain, neither did blinking hurt and I could see 

perfectly. I realised I had two options: (a) cut the nylon leaving the 
fly in place and drive to the Eye and Ear hospital in Dublin, or (b) do 

a self repair job there and then. I chose the latter, grabbed the 

body of the fly and pulled it out. Many drops of blood went drip-drip 
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into the river for about 10 minutes – perhaps to counterbalance the 

trout blood I spilled in the Nanny over the years. Fortunately there 
were no serious long-term effects.   

 
Conclusions 

 
I still pursue the piscatorial art but I don’t do ‘long shifts’ anymore 

and my fishing days are further apart. However, if I hear about or 
sense a run of sea trout I’m away immediately to the nearest river. 

I feel privileged to have fished when the Boyne and Nanny were 
wonderful rivers - so full of fish – but perhaps I and others were 

partly responsible for the demise in fish numbers due to the very 
heavy catches taken in the 1960s and 1970s. I love to fish in new 

places when on holiday in different parts of Ireland and especially in 
Dingle harbour (no seals; no muddy water). Mackerel shoals in 

Clogherhead are less attractive than before because of the large 

population of thieving seals at the pier. I have many other interests 
apart from angling but if asked to prioritise it would definitely be 

angling.     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Ronan looks forward to a catch 
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