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2. Introduction 
This report narrates the on-going research entitled “The Palawan Island Palaeohistoric Project”.  The 
project started in 2004, with active research consistently pursued to the present. The work is 
primarily initiated from the  Archaeological Studies Program, University of the Philippines.  For the 
season of  2009, the project focused  on an area covered by the Municipality of El Nido, specifically 
in the Dewil valley, which includes Barangay New Ibajay.  The various research interests of the 
Archaeological Studies Program (ASP), the National Museum of the Philippines and the 
scholars/research institutions from abroad were accommodated within the broad framework of the 
project.  Just like in the previous years, an international array of specialist collaborators took part in 
the field season. The research concerns of our collaborators were satisfied mainly through the 
specialized nature of their interest, which directly enriched the nature of the project.  The field season 
started in April and ended in May 2009.  The slow but continuous post-excavation work from earlier 
seasons is reflected in this report through the inclusion of specialists reports; as of writing, more 
post-excavation analysis continuous.  
 
Authorization to conduct the project was granted by the National Museum through Director 
Corazon Alvina with the facilitation of the Archaeology Division of the Museum headed by Chief 
Wilfredo Ronquillo. Attempts were continued to get clearance from the Palawan Council for 
Sustainable Development. There was, however, close coordination with the office of the Mayor of 
the municipality, under the leadership of Mayor Leonor Corral, and the Barangay administration of 
New Ibajay under the leadership of Barangay Captain Armando Abis.  
 

3. Objectives 
The objectives set for this season were the following: 
 
1. To continue the excavation at the Ille site and at the Pasimbahan site; continue improving the 
recording system of the excavations in the Dewil valley. Further investigate the two sites to better 
understand the archaeology. 
 
2. Search and record more archaeological sites around Dewil valley, the island of Imorigue, and 
adjacent areas; correlate sites recorded in the area to the archaeology of Ille site. 
 
3. further improve the on-going heritage work in Palawan through local government coordination 
and basic-community outreach activities. 
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As in previous seasons, there was no illusion that these objectives could be comprehensively 
answered at the end of this season. It was however the goal of the 2009 season to move the research 
significantly towards this direction, knowing full well that a research project of this magnitude needs 
many years to complete.  
 

4. Palaeohistoric work in northern Palawan 

 
The Dewil Valley is located in the northern region of the main island of Palawan – the westernmost 
largest island of the Philippines. The valley is 9km northeast of the town of El Nido, which lies 
between 11o00’ to 11o15’ North and 119o29’ East. It is the town that governs New Ibajay the 
settlement located inside the Dewil Valley. From El Nido, Dewil valley is 9 km to the northeast, and 
the Ille tower karst is approximately 14 km away. It takes around 45 minutes by motorized vehicle to 
reach New Ibajay from El Nido. It takes much longer when heavy rains muddy the roads. New 
Ibajay is approximately 235 kilometers north of Puerto Princesa, the capital of the province of 
Palawan. The Dewil valley is approximately 7 km long and 4 km wide. From the Ille tower, the 
Sibaltan Bay is approximately 4 km away to the east. The main Dewil River sits south of Ille and runs 
eastward towards Sibaltan Bay.  The river is mainly shallow with a few tributaries, its mouth covered 
in a swath of thick mangrove forest. During the rainy season, the waters can turn torrential.  Across 
the valley what are mostly dry ponds and streams during the dry months are brought to life during 
the wet months of the year. 
 
New Ibajay has a Global Positioning System (GPS) reading of 11º11’46” North and 119º30’19” East. 
It has a population mainly composed of late 20th century settlers, originally from the province of 
Aklan, in northern Panay Island. The Dewil area, however, and most of the communities within the 
Municipality of El Nido are dominantly populated by people belonging to the Cuyonin 
ethnolinguistic group. The people of publacion of El Nido and  barangay New Ibajay are now 
familiar with the presence of research teams working in the Dewil valley. It is however still an on-
going goal and challenge to ensure that the local population understands the significance of our study 
to their lives. 
 
The main focus of the excavation work is still the Ille site. The Ille karst tower is a short walk 
northwards from the main road of the barangay. It is approximately 75 meters high from the base. A 
cave network hollows the tower with three main mouths located at its base. The main entrance to the 
cave is composed of two mouths leading to a single chamber. There is a large platform in front of 
the cave mouths and an overhang that extends to about 10 metres. Thick vegetation surrounds the 
karst tower, which creates a shaded and cool environment around the platform of the cave. The karst 
tower formations in the Dewil valley are surrounded by islands of thick vegetation, which in turn are 
surrounded by rain-fed rice fields and vegetable gardens tended by people living in New Ibajay. 
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While archaeological research has a relatively long history in northern Palawan, starting in the 1920s, 
there has never been a sustained research effort matching the initiative now seen centred at the Dewil 
valley. In the 1920s, the archaeologist Carl Guthe (1927,1929, 1935,1938) pioneered a Philippine 
wide material culture survey.  Guthe specifically explored northern Palawan as part of his objective to 
collect as much ethnographic and archaeological materials from the Philippines for the University of 
Michigan. In the process he recorded archaeological sites in and around the vicinity of present day El 
Nido (see also Solheim 2002). Guthe’s work, however, never went beyond recording and reporting 
what he surveyed and collected. There was no attempt to earnestly do a synthesis from the vast 
collection of material culture he gathered and brought back to the United States. Specifically, the 
Palawan data was not utilized to better understand the nature of the transformation of human culture 
through time, nor an attempt to know the processes involved in the formation of the old cultures. 
 
In the 1960s, Robert Fox (1970) continued Guthe’s work in northern Palawan. Fox recorded new 
sites from the area, adding to the long list of sites reported by Guthe.  A good number of these sites 
were from small islands located in Bacquit Bay. Of the sites Fox surveyed within the islands of the 
bay, a few were excavated. One such site excavated in the 1960s was Leta-leta cave. Located in Lagen 
island, Leta-leta was a site earlier reported by Guthe. It was confidently established through 
systematic excavations that the burial site was of antiquity associated with the “Metal Age”, or more  
2000 years old to around 1500 years old. The excavation also recovered a unique earthenware jar with 
its rim fashioned to look like a yawning/shouting person, which is now displayed in the National 
Museum in Manila.   
 
During Fox’s stay in El Nido, Mrs. Gloria Fernandez and her family helped him in his work. Mrs. 
Fernandez’s valuable help and keen interest in archaeology led to the National Museum deputizing 
her to monitor and continue the exploration of the area for new archaeological sites. Way after Fox’s 
research seasons in Palawan, Mrs. Fernandez  noted and reported to the National Museum new 
archaeological sites from El Nido. Some of these sites were found by Mrs. Fernandez or were 
brought to her attention by people who did or witnessed pot hunting activities. Gloria Fernandez is 
likely the source for the short reference of Fox in his work stating “reliable reports of caves 
containing cultural materials in the Diwil (sic) and Taytay areas…”(Fox 1970:179).  The information 
shared by Mrs. Fernandez played a significant role in the 1998 El Nido survey, which is the direct 
root of the current project;  though there is an eyewitness account that Fox personally saw the 
Makangit karst. Fernandez was responsible in directing our team to previously known sites in the 
Dewil valley. The survey made at the valley consequently led to the discovery of the Ille site – an 
unrecorded site near known sites within the valley, such as, “Star” and “Makangit”.  
 
In the 1960s to the 1980s, after the initial interest on sites such as Leta-leta waned, northern Palawan 
was for all intents and purposes relegated to the sideline of archaeological research. This was the case 
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mainly because there were very few full time field archaeologists during this period, and interest was 
focused on central Palawan. The interest in the archaeology of central Palawan was brought about by 
the recovery of fossilized human remains in the Tabon cave, Lipuun point, in Quezon. These human 
remains to date are the earliest accepted evidence of modern human existence in the Philippine 
Islands (Fox 1970; Dizon 2003). By the 1970s, northern Palawan could also not compete in priority 
with the work pursued in the Cagayan valley in northern Luzon.  Consistent with the research 
direction of the time, the initiatives in the Cagayan valley were mainly focused on the discovery of 
evidences of pre-modern human existence in the Philippines  (Fox & Peralta 1974). 
 
While there was an initial survey done by the National Museum in 1990 on the vast landscape of El 
Nido and Taytay (Aguilera 1990), a sustained archaeological interest only returned to northern 
Palawan in the late 1990s through the initiatives of NGOs like the Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement (PRRM), and the Southeast Asian Institute of Culture and Environment, Inc. (SEAICE). 
These initiatives were closely coordinated with the National Museum of the Philippines and Ten 
Knots - a private company that managed the first class resorts in El Nido. A survey done in 1998 
resulted not only in improving the data on previously reported sites (Paz 1998; Jago-on 1998), it also 
resulted in the rediscovery of the high research potential of Dewil valley. Within the Dewil valley the 
Ille tower karst captured the imagination of archaeologists such as Wilhelm Solheim, who was part of 
the 1998 survey team. Within the same year of the survey the Ille site was mapped (Mijares et al. 
1998) and a test excavation initiated. 
 
Excavation at Ille started in 1998 with a 1.87 m x 1m (site grid location of N3W12) test pit at the 
front of the West mouth; time, manpower constraints, the presence of human burials, and large 
buried boulders limited the depth of this excavation to less than a metre (Hara & Cayron 2001).  The 
first full scale excavation was done in 1999 (Solheim 1999, de la Torre 1999, Bautista 1999) with four 
excavation areas opened, following the 1m x 1m grid previously established across the platform. The 
excavation concentrated on grid squares N3W12, N4W12, N2W12, N3W13, and N2W13. Several 
human burials were excavated in the process as well as a shell midden. The nature of the archaeology 
once again slowed down the efforts of the team to get to the deeper cultural deposits. 
 
In 2000, excavations continued at Ille with the previous West mouth excavation reopened and 
excavated deeper (Jago-on 2000; SEAICE 2000a, 2000b).  The excavation did not manage to go 
much deeper than the previous season due to a large rock fall that occupied most of the space of the 
excavation area. Work continued at Ille in 2002 (Swete Kelly & Szabó 2002; Kress 2002), excavating 
with equal emphasis on both the East and West mouth fronts of the cave’s platform.  The 2002 
season ended with substantial progress in the understanding of the archaeology at Ille. There was 
now better evidence for a shell midden layer in both the West and East mouth excavation areas; 
more burials and artefacts were uncovered similar to the results of the previous excavations; more 
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importantly, a series of tight radiocarbon dates came out for the stratigraphic sequence at the East 
mouth excavation area. The dates allowed for a clear understanding of the time depth of the cultural 
deposits from the excavated shell midden layer to around the depth of 125 cm from the surface. 
There was a consensus in the understanding that below the recorded shell midden, there was a strong 
case for cultural remains below the radiometric dated c. 10,000 years-ago-level from the 2002 season 
(see Szabó et al. 2004). Almost simultaneous with the report of the 2002 season, all previous 
excavations were further synthesized in a status report written by Prof. Wilhelm Solheim (2004) for 
the Solheim Foundation.  In this report, insights on the possible fate of Burial No.1 to 4 at the West 
mouth were expanded. It was postulated at this time that we may be looking at the remains of 
massacred individuals hurriedly buried.  The Solheim report also reiterated a call for the Philippine 
archaeology community to commit to a long-term research initiative at Ille.  
 
The Palawan Island Palaeohistoric Project heeded the call of Prof. Solheim and refocused its research 
from the southern part of the main island of Palawan to the north. There was also the urgency 
involved when reports reached the archaeology community of massive pot hunting activities were 
taking place in the Dewil valley. The results of the excavations for seasons 2004 to 2008 are in 
previous reports of  the project.   
 
The materials from all the Ille excavation seasons are mainly stored in the facilities of the 
Archaeological Studies Program in Diliman, where further analysis is currently in progress. The 
continuing post-excavation season work on the El Nido materials has already resulted in the 
publication of several studies.  The challenge of initially mapping the site was reflected on, and 
resulted in, the creation of the first detailed map of the Ille site (Pawlik 2004). Since 2007, Emil 
Robles has updated and improve the mapping of the two major site in the valley, i.e., Ille and 
Pasimbahan sites.  The human teeth from burials excavated in the first two seasons were studied in 
detail (Medrana 2002). The teeth study gave us a better understanding of the ages and health of some 
of the individuals buried at the platform. This line of inquiry continues with several graduate students 
taking up the challenge of looking at the mostly badly preserved human remains.  From the various 
shell remains excavated from Ille an initial study managed to determine most of these shells to 
species level and initiate a discussion on subsistence (Faylona 2003, 2006).  The shell artefacts from 
Ille also contributed to the dissertation research of Dr. Katherine Szabó from the Australian National 
University (Szabo 2004). More basic taxonomic work continues on the numerous shell remains from 
the site. From another perspective, the discovery of a terracotta turtle figurine from Sinilakan, 
another Dewil valley tower karst, allowed for reflection on the significance of turtles in the 
cosmology of early inhabitants of the valley (Cayron 2004).  There is also an article published by 
Ochoa (2005) analysing the juvenile dog remains found at the West mouth trench at Ille. She situated 
this find within the larger view of dog domestication. A  look by Kress (2006) on the work done by 
Robert Fox on the Negritos situates the potentials of the current excavation work at Ille, to elucidate 
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on modern human origins in the Philippine archipelago. Aside from the archaeology, members of the 
project also did ethnographic studies. A good published example is Medrana’s (2005) work recording 
the weekly butchery practice of pigs in New Ibajay.  
 
More recently, several in-depth analysis were completed associated with the study of the Dewil valley, 
especially the Ille site material. Two rectangular polished stone adzes were analysed by Pawlik (2007) 
from the stand point of use-ware analysis. He documented the high-level of edge-sharpening skill 
that the makers of the tools had. The Ille faunal assemblage was the subject of Ochoa’s (2009) 
masteral thesis; explaining the changing animal resource availability in the valley through arguments 
related to animal exploitation patterns. The confirmation of recovering tiger bones from Ille (Piper et 
al. 2008) expanded the known rage of the animal and its implications to our understanding of ancient 
landscapes; the effect of changes in the environment during the end of the Pleistocene. The 
completion of the analysis on the first recovered cremation remains from Ille was the focus of the 
recently defended thesis (Lara 2009); she called for caution when on purely bone morphological 
grounds scholars argue for canabalistic behaviour.  Paz & Vitales (2009) re-thought the arrangement 
of artefacts from burial context 727 at Ille and argued that it most likely represented a talisman of the 
person buried.  
 
The study at the Dewil valley also benefited from parallel research from colleagues working on 
related concerns. A good examples comes from Quaternary geologists mostly based at the National 
Institute of Geological Sciences at UP (see Maeda et al. 2003). The combined analysis of data 
collected from the study of uplifted tidal notches, sediment cores, and coral reef terraces may allow 
for an understanding of sea levels and possible climatic conditions at the time the Ille tower was 
utilized as a burial and habitation site. Another example is the research group of Reotita, Siringan and 
Kamiya (2008) from the UP Marine Science Institute  working on the paleoenvironmental 
reconstruction of the Dewil Valley. There is also a pioneering study on the use of guano deposits as 
proxy evidence for local and regional vegetation change, as well as a dating proxy for archaeological 
sites in the area. This work started with deposits from the Makangit tower inside the Dewil valley 
(Bird et al. 2007). As of writing, there are many more on-going parallel collaborative research work 
centred on Palawan, whose results are sure to come out soon.  
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5. Methodology 
 
Several methods were utilized to address the research objectives of this project, and most have been 
consistently pursued since the beginning of field work in northern Palawan.  
 
4.1 Excavation 
 
Excavation is still the primary method employed for this research. This year the excavation was both 
at the platform/rockshelter and inside the cave of Ille. Unlike in the previous years, the West Mouth 
was not re-opened though the Outlier and Outlier Extension trenches were re-opened. The bulk of 
the work was concentrated on the East Mouth area, i.e., East Mouth Trench, East Chamber Trench, 
East Chamber Long Trench and East-West Connection Trench.  A week before actual excavation 
started, backfill was manually removed until the previous excavation surface was exposed .  
 
At the end of each season, all excavated areas were lined with plastic sacks and back-filled to protect 
both the site and the wildlife that might fall in the trenches.  The East mouth trench has been lacking 
much back-fill material mainly due to the high resolution methodology applied on the site since 2004 
wherein wet sieving and flotation off-site was extensively practiced. Backfill had to be collected from 
other nearby areas and this practice has been done since 2007 when it first became apparent that 
there was not enough sediment to fill the trenches to their original levels. An intricate terraced 
sandbagging system was also applied to prevent the walls of the trench from collapsing.  
 
For the Pasimbahan site in the “Star” limestone karst, this is the third straight season of investigation.  
Also located in the Dewil Valley, this site is a 45 min. walk from Ille. Three trenches were excavated 
this time, namely Trench B, D and E.  Aside from following National Museum protocols for artifact 
curation, excavation recording methods following Harris (1989) were applied in both Ille and 
Pasimbahan sites.  
 
4.2 Survey 
 
The method of survey was done with the help of informant work. From the areas pointed out by the 
informant, an ocular inspection was carried out on the known area and its surroundings. The survey 
of the Dewil valley continued. The inside of Ille Cave system was re-surveyed and mapped (see 
Figure _). The island of Imorigue and another nearby small island to its western side were also re-
visited and the area around Barangay Sibaltan, was likewise re-surveyed for potential sites that may be 
linked with the archaeology of the Dewil valley and Imorigue.   
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4.3 High resolution recovery of finds 
 
It has been the aim of the excavation at Dewil to practice high resolution recovery of all possible 
evidence of past human activity, especially human-plant and human-animal interactions; there is a 
constant aim to understand both ecological and cultural patterns on site. The matrices associated 
with known surfaces and features such as shell middens and hearths at the West and East Mouths 
were subjected to total processing using the flotation and wet sieving. While at the field base, the 
heavy fraction that remained after the wet sieving were sun-dried and sorted for biological remains 
and artefacts. The light fraction samples from the flotation were brought back to the ASP 
laboratories for further sorting and analysis. Special interest was also given to the types of shell 
remains recovered from the site; finally pursuing an old objective to identify all species of shell 
remains coming from the archaeology.  All sediments above the shell midden layers not associated 
with hearths and pits were dry sieved. The sediments from the shell middens and lower deposits were 
completely floated and wet sieved.  There was special attention given to features such as hearths, pits 
or combustion features – processing these features completely as unit.  
 
4.4 Public archaeology initiatives 
 
There has always been an effort towards disseminating knowledge generated from the surveys and 
excavations at El Nido. In the earlier seasons, the research team conducted dialogues and meetings 
with the Barangay Council at New Ibajay, mostly to explain the nature of the teams’ archaeological 
work, its methods and general objectives. These dialogues continue although mostly in an informal 
way. In 2007, a permanent exhibit on the scientific findings of the excavation in Ille and other parts 
of El Nido was mounted on the platform of the Ille site complex; consisting of a single glass covered 
back to back wooden panel and a framed time-line of archaeology at the very local to a worldwide 
scale.  The mounted exhibit contains photographs, texts and casts / replicas of the major artifacts 
found in the site and in Palawan. This exhibit was updated this year.  A similar exhibit focused on El 
Nido town was made and is currently housed at the Tourism office of El Nido. At Puerto Princesa, 
the complete components for a third exhibit focused on the overall archaeology of Palawan were 
presented to the Provincial Government. The office of the Provincial Governor plans to mount the 
exhibit at their future provincial museum.  
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6. Results 

 
The following is a summary of results of the field season.  By the very nature of the project, we 
expect to produce more updated reports and specialists publications. There shall be a constant 
production of new data, information and knowledge way after the end of the formal project. 
  
Excavation 

 

The following are the selected results coming from the excavations at Ille, Pasimbahan, and the 
survey done at Imorigue and Sibaltan. 
 

The Ille Site 

 
The specific excavation objectives for this season at Ille was to continue the deep excavation at the 
East Mouth trench to attempt to expose  archaeological deposits older than the already established 
12,000 y.a. mark. It was decided to connect the East Mouth Trench excavation with the West Mouth 
Trench excavation to strengthen our understanding of their stratigraphic relationships. It was also 
decided that the investigation of the East Chamber of the cave should continue this season in order 
to see how far the archaeology goes, and the connection of the platform cultural deposits with the 
cave deposits in deeper time. 
 
The excavations at Ille continued the general excavation areas of last season’s work. The East Mouth 
Trench (EMT) was fully re-opened to the levels of the 2008 excavation as well as the East Chamber 
and the connecting East Chamber Long Trench. The westernmost edge of the EMT was extended, 
opening up a new 2 x 2 m square referred to as the East-West Connection Trench. The West Mouth 
was not excavated this year but the Outlier Square (opened in 2004 and 2006), and its extension 
towards the south were reopened. 
 
Numerous artefacts of lithics, animal remains, metals, human remains, shells, ceramics, plant remains 
and beads were recovered and to date, the total number of accessioned artefacts from Ille since 1998 
is over 44,500.    
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Excavation Areas 
The East Mouth 
 
Different areas in the east mouth were excavated this year. At the north end (N7&8 W3) an orangey 
layer appeared, similar to 806 in the deeper levels (around 2m) and yet this area is just over a meter in 
depth. It turned out that a feature was present, probably a pit, that is why the sediments here are 
mixed. The levels were also below the shell midden and yet a ground pestle was recovered here, 
indicating that it was heavily turbated.  This is again reinforced by the known presence of a treasure 
hunting pit recorded in 2004, which included a large boulder at the bottom that was removed in 2008 
(see 2004 report). It could also be recalled that a huge rock was present in this area which was 
removed in 2008. At the EMT, at the northeast end (N5&6 W1), excavation took place to prevent an 
imminent wall collapse. At least one adult burial was exposed here.  
 
Excavation by the south wall of the EMT focused on investigating previously unexcavated deposits 
at the N1W3-N1W5 grid areas. These deposits, left at about 2m below the main DP since the 2005 
season, primarily served as steps to reach deeper excavation areas. Again, as in the other areas of the 
EMT, it was hoped that that more occupation features as hearths, pits,  and cremations would turn 
up. Also, it was hoped that a wider understanding of platform occupation and development would be 
gained. 
 
The deepest square (1x 1m in N4W3) at the north-east quadrant of the EMT was exposed to the 
previous year’s level, and slightly brought the down to around 5.4m below DP.  So far, only a few 
small animal bones (possibly of rodents or bats) were found here. It appears though that the water 
table has been reached here since throughout the period of excavation, clear water was always 
present at the bottom of the pit. Despite efforts to clear it of moisture, water was always present so 
further digging was not possible without a water pump.  
 
Figure 6. Deposits and features excavated at the East Mouth Trench 
      
Context 
No. 

Type of 
deposit 

Short description and/or associations Location 

1391 Layer dark greyish brown silty sand, maybe over 336 N0W4-5 
1392  Fill  of 1393 N0W4-5 
1393  Cut of 1392 N0W4-5 
1394 Lens  red gravel N7W3 
1395  Lens  orangey gravel N7W3 
1396  Fill  of 1393 N0W4-5 
1397  Small 

lens  
dark brown which was eventually thought to be 
336 but darker and not so many inclusions  

N4W5 

1398  Fill  of 1393 N0W4-5 
1399  
 

 layer  dark sediment on 336 abutting 1395  in NW corner of 
trench 
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1400  layer  dark sediment under 769 N1W5  
1401  Layer similar to 337 but with many stones N4W4 
1402 Layer blackish brown sediment N1W5 
1403  Cut  of 1399  N7W3 
1404  
 

Burial  oriented N-W/S-E parts of cranium missing; 
remains are fragile, friable 

N5,5W1 

1405  Fill  of 1404 N5,5W1 
1406  Cut  of 1404 N5,5W1 
1407  Burial? in 336 at around 106cm bDP with fragmented 

shells 
N7W3 

1408  Cut  of 1407 N7W3 
1409  Layer Disturbed within 336 and 337  N7W3 
1410  Layer dark brown sediment rich with shells N8W2 
1411  Layer bright red sediment with lots of shell N7W3 
1412 Layer  brownish sediment with angular pebbles N7W3 
1413  Layer reddish sediment characterized by lots of white and 

orange speckles 
N7W3 

1414  
 

Lens  of shells thought to be 332 but actually an upper 
pit fill of 1415 

N7W3 

1415  Cut  of 1416 N7W3 into N8W4 
and N6W3 

1416  Layer brown clay in 1415 under 1395 over 1417 (not 334) N7W3 
1417  layer  mixed with speleothem 806 clay  (NOT 336) under 

1416 over 1409 
N7W3 

1418  
 

Bone 
feature 

Uncertain if it relates to any other burials N7 section 

1419  cut  of 1215 N0 section W4-5 
 
 

East-West Connection Trench (EWCT) 
 

Connecting the two main areas of excavation in the Ille Site has been planned as early as 2006 to 
correlate the layers and sediments excavated in the East and West Mouths. The opening of a 2 x 2 m 
square (N3W6/7) on the west end of the East Mouth is a step toward this. It was also excavated for 
the possibility of finding more cremation burials since at least four such burials have been found in 
this general area.  As the stratigraphy of this area is already known, the digging was expected to be 
faster, but being in the upper layers, three well represented burials were exposed (context numbers 
2204, 2208 and 2212). Remarkably, layers (c.2202 and c.2203) excavated in this relatively small area of 
the platform contain a dense accumulation of pottery.  
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East Chamber Long Trench (ECLT) 
 

Work on the long trench focused on the grid areas of N5W2, N5W3, N6W2, N6W3, N7W2, and 
N7W3. These areas were excavated primarily to follow the extent of the main deposits, e.g., c.336, 
c.337,c. 806, c.866, etc. into the cave and pursue a better understanding of cultural activity inside the 
cave and by the platform. Furthermore, excavating these areas would help ease the overburden 
beside the deep trench located at grid square N4W2, which would hopefully allow safer excavation in 
the trench in the coming seasons. The grid area of N11W2 to N12W2 was excavated to follow the 
extent of the layer c.2122 into the East Chamber Trench and understand its stratigraphic relation to 
the deposits c.337 and/or c.806.  The results were consistent with the earlier excavation of the 
trench, including remains of recent post structures.  
 
Figure 7. Deposits and features excavated at the East Chamber 
Context 
No. 

Type of 
deposit 

Short description and/or associations Location 

2114 Layer Speleothem, very compact (=946) SE corner N12W1 
2115 Layer Concretion of blackish fine sands with lots of 

gravels and fragments of animal bone 
N13-14W1 

2116 Layer compact bright red sediment under 946 N14-15W1 
2117 Layer dark grey sediment immediately east of 786 N13-14W1 
2118 Cut of 2117 N13-14W1 
2119 Layer dark grey sediment rich with animal bones N13W1 
2120 Layer  Speleothem N15W1 
2121 Fill of grave c. 786; dark sediment  N13-14W2 
2122 Layer light reddish brown silty clay N10-14W2, N12-

14W3, N12W1 
2123 Fill of 2124, dark brown loose clayey silts rich in animal 

bone 
N13W1 

2124 Cut of 2123 on plan N13W1 
2125 Cut of 2119 on section N13W1 
2126 Layer of shells on east section below 901 and 2129 N15-14W1 
2127 Cut of posthole N15W2 
2128 Fill of posthole N15W2 
2129 Layer Speleothem N15W1 
 
East Chamber Trench (ECT) 
 

The East Chamber has not been excavated every year mainly due to the concentration of research 
concerns on the platform trenches of the site.  This year it was excavated to continue investigating 
the relation between platform and chamber deposits. Two floors (c. 2116 and c.2122) were exposed 
associated with accumulations of animal bone (c. 2119 and c. 2123) and cave drip concretions 
(c.2114, c. 2115, and c.2120). As in previous years, evidence of post structures was exposed inside the 
cave (c.2127 and c. 2128). 
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Figure 8. Deposits and features excavated at the East-West Connection Trench 
 
Context 
No. 

Type of 
deposit 

Short description and/or associations Location 

2200 Layer Topsoil N2-3W6-7 
2201 Lens CaCO3, with similar occurrence in West Mouth 

observed 
N2-3W6-7 

2202 Layer same as 2200 but more compact (=2200) N2-3W6-7 
2203 Layer mid-reddish brown very loose sandy silt with 

frequent and numerous shells, animal bones, and 
pot sherd inclusions; big rocks encountered at spit 
80-90cm below DP 

N2-3W6-7 

2204 Burial cut into 2203 N2-3W6-7 
2205 Skeleton of 2204  
2206 Burial fill of 2204  
2207 Fill of termite holes in 2203, very compact sediment 

(=2203) 
 

2208 Burial cut into 2203  N3W6 
2209 Skeleton of 2208 N3W6 
2210 Burial fill of 2208 N3W6 
2211 Burial fill darker sediment than 2203 (=1287) N3W6 
2212 Skeleton (=1247) N3W6 
2213 Burial cut (=1286) N3W6 
Outlier Trench 
 

The 2 x 2 m Outlier Trench was first opened in 2004 to gauge the southeast extent of the burials in 
the Ille platform. It was assumed then that this square was far enough from the mouths of the cave 
and no more burials will be encountered here. However, several burials were exposed and in 2007 
this square was reopened and a number of burials were again revealed.  This trench is also key to the 
understanding of the West Mouth Trench which is towards its northern end. The turbated sediments 
in the west mouth mainly due to the huge rockfall the covered this part of the platform.  It made it a 
challenging case to know the sequence of cultural deposition, and so the nearby squares were utilized 
to help clarify the deposition of archaeological materials in this area.  
 
This year the bottom of this trench was leveled which reached a depth of 200 cm as the deposits in 
the S3W14 and S4W14 grids were excavated to the level of deposits in S3W14 and S4W15. Only one 
new context (c.1930) was excavated in this area for the season.  
 
Outlier South Extension Trench (West Mouth Extension in 2007 report) 
 
This extends to the south of the platform and as such is also referred to as the south extension. This 
trench was first excavated in 2008 to expose a stratigraphy that would allow us to comprehend the 
development of the platform and to explore the extent of the burials in the Ille platform. Last year, a 
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copper alloy socketed-axe probably bronze, (IV-1998-P-40412) was recovered here 30 cm depth but 
there were no burials. This year, a single burial (context 1931) was exposed in the northernmost 
square connecting it to the Outlier Trench.  Its orientation is in the north-south direction with the 
head towards the south.  
 
 
Figure 9. Deposits and features excavated at the Outlier and Outlier Extension Trenches 
 
Context 
No. 

Type of 
deposit 

Short description and/or associations Location 

1929 Skull about 40cm below the surface on the east section S3W13 
1930 Layer/lens greyish white carbonaceous ashy sediment  S4W14 
1931 Burial north south orientation S5W15 
1932 Fill  of 1931 S5W15 
1933 Cut  of 1931 S5W15 
1934 Fill  of burial?/pit (cut by 1933) S5W15 
1935 Cut of burial?/pit (cut by 1933) S5W15 
 

 
On Pottery remains 

 
Most accessioning took place in the field, and on return at the University of the Philippines-
Archaeological Studies Program (UP-ASP). However, due to time restrictions, not all artefacts, 
including the ceramics were accessioned. At UP-ASP, the 2009 ceramics were separated into 
earthenware and tradeware and then divided into diagnostic sherds. The tradeware was categorised 
by morphological diagnostic forms and the earthenware was categorised into sherds with or without 
surface decorations and sherds with clear morphological diagnostic forms. These forms were 
immediately recognisable amongst the many sherds in the assemblage. All sherds, including sherds 
not yet accessioned, were then quantified and briefly examined.  
 

As stated elsewhere in the overall report, excavations concentrated on the East Mouth, East 
Chamber, Outlier and Outlier Extension area, and an East-West Connection Trench was opened. In 
previous years, the West Mouth and Ihian Trenches yielded pottery, however they were not opened 
this year. Most of the pottery were found in secure contexts. Figure 8 shows all the 2009 contexts in 
which tradeware and earthenware pottery were found. Table 2 shows the number of unaccessioned 
pottery. 
 
Figure 10. Season 2009 ceramic contexts 
 
Context Trench Earthenware Tradeware Total in  

context 
336 East Mouth 15 0 15 
901 East Mouth 10 0 10 
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905 East Mouth 1 0 1 
1224 East Mouth 63 5 68 
1226 East Mouth 1 0 1 
1241 East Mouth 89 8 97 
1241-1251 East Mouth 13 0 13 
1251 East Mouth 88 1 89 
1399 East Mouth 13 3 16 
1405 East Mouth 14 0 14 
No context East Mouth 15 1 16 
2200 East-West Con 4 1 5 
2203 East-West Con 673 61 734 
2207 East-West Con 2 1 3 
2210 East-West Con 3 1 4 
2211 East-West Con 17 1 18 
3302 East-West Con 20 2 22 
No context East-West Con 190 10 200 
148 Outlier 0 1 1 
TOTALS 1231 96 1327 
 
 
Figure 11. Number of unaccessioned sherds in 2009 
 
Tradeware Earthenware Total 
36 766 802 
 

Tradeware 
Except in the Outlier (context 148), tradeware occurs in same contexts as earthenware, but tradeware 
is not found in all contexts (see figure 8). As in previous years, fewer tradeware sherds were found 
than earthenware. A total of 96 sherds were found (see figure 8, 10 and 11). The tradeware sherds 
were comprised of stoneware, celadon and porcelain. The stoneware sherds were dense, fine in 
texture, vitreous and opaque. Most were glazed. Colours ranged from brown, green and yellow. The 
colour of the celadon ranged from brownish green to light green. The colours of the porcelain 
ranged from standard white to light creamy beige (see plate 5.F). The majority of the sherds 
recovered were plain body sherds, followed by rims and bases. The majority of the bases found were 
foot rims (see figure 11 and plate 5.F).  
 
Figure 12.  Total number of tradeware sherds by type found in 2009 
 
Stoneware Celadon Porcelain Total 
53 25 18 96 
 
Figure 13. Total number of tradeware sherds by vessel part found in 2009 
 
Plain 
body  

Decorated 
body 

Plain rims Decorated 
rims 

Carinations Bases Total 

66 11 12 1 1 5 96 
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Earthenware 
The total number of earthenware sherds found in 2009 is 1,231 (figure 8 and 12). This brings the 
total number of earthenware sherds in the Ille assemblage from 2004 to 2009 to 13,860 (table 6). 
Balbaligo (forthcoming) details the quantities and types of sherds found between 2004 to 2008. The 
categories in table 6 have been revised and reduced inline with the original categories from the first 
analysis of the sherds (see Balbaligo forthcoming). Neck sherds have been subsumed into the plain 
sherd category. 
Figure 14.  Total number of earthenware sherds found in 2009 
 
Diagnostic type Number of sherds 
Plain body sherds 1069 
Decorated body sherds 36 
Plain rims 103 
Decorated rims 8 
Plain carinations 10 
Decorated carinations 0 
Necks 1 
Bases 3 
Other 1 
Total number of sherds 1231 
 
Figure 15. Total number of earthenware sherds found between 2004 and 2009 
 
Diagnostic type Number of sherds 
Plain body sherds 11722 
Decorated body sherds 662 
Rims 1177 
Carinations 226 
Bases 59 
Other 14 
Total number of sherds 13860 
 
Fabric 
In terms of fabric, form and decorations, pottery found in 2009 was exactly the same as that found in 
previous years, with the exception of two sherds which will be discussed later. The condition of the 
sherds varied. Generally the sherds were worn but were well preserved with details still visible and 
clear. Balbaligo (forthcoming) gives a detailed account of the main ware types; red (including red-
slipped); brown and grey. This range of wares is found in the 2009 assemblage. Inclusions and 
temper, as in previous years, show organic materials such as grass, wood and possibly rice (c.f. Carlos 
2006, 27-28). Shell and quartz are also obvious. The sizes varied from subangular fine sand to coarse 
sand. Other visible natural inclusions show rounded pebbles and various coloured angular rocks. In 
terms of firing, in the brown and grey wares most of the cores were grey. Most of the red wares have 
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oxidised exteriors, unoxidised cores and oxidised interiors. The cores are greyish black and part of 
the sherd which was the least exposed during firing. 
 

Form 
As with pottery found in previous years, all of the earthenware were hand-formed and slab-built 
using the paddle and anvil technique. The majority of the sherds are small morphologically non-
diagnostic body sherds. Forms ranged from vessels with restricted orifices with protruding everted 
and outcurving lips and distinct convex necks; to unrestricted inverted and incurving orifices which 
suggests neckless jars or shallow vessels, for examples bowls or dishes; carinations, flat bases and 
rims of foot rings were also present.  
 
Decoration 
The plain body sherd category refers to sherds that did not have incised or impressed decorations. 
However, they may have had surface treatments, such as slips, glazes, polishes or paints, but this was 
not investigated. Without conducting a microscopic examination, it was difficult to distinguish with 
certainty any surface treatments on the sherds. The majority of the earthenware were plain body 
sherds. This is to be expected as for most vessels, far more sherds result from the breakage of the 
body which has a greater surface area than from the proportionately smaller rim and base regions 
(Rice 1987, 223). However, this does not mean that most of the vessels were plain as some vessels 
may have had sections which were plain and decorated and depending on where the vessel broke the 
sherd shows either its decoration or the undecorated part of the vessel. Therefore, the percentage of 
plain wares and decorated sherds are not representative of the amount of plain and decorated whole 
vessels that may have been present at Ille. 
 
Compared to pottery found between 2004 and 2008, the 2009 assemblage had fewer decorated body 
sherds and the range of designs was small, with only one or two sherds of a single type of decoration 
found. No painted sherds or white-slipped (plain or decorated) were found in this year. The designs 
found include; cross-hatched decoration on a rim lip; thin vine marked impressions on brown ware; 
cord marked impressions on grey ware; square carved paddle impressed; various red-slipped sherds 
with combinations of lines and dots and ‘c’ stamps; and combed designs (see plate 5.C). Plate C.4 
shows a dark brown ware decorated rim sherd with horizontal bands and incised joined triangles and 
a red-slipped rim sherd – the bowl section from a pedestal bowl vessel. 
 
All these designs occurring on these ware colours are already present in the pottery assemblage found 
in 2004 to 2008, which means that the 2009 earthenware is consistent with the rest of the 
assemblage. However, there was only one design in 2009 which was not found in the previous years 
– this was on a small restricted brown ware vessel with a black lip, 6cm in diameter of which 20% of 
the vessel remained. The design is visible on the exterior under the rim, diagonal to the rim with 
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continuous and regular ‘wavy’ patterns in a straight line. This was done by impressing the outer edge 
of a shell against the wet clay. A similar method of impressing a shell edge against wet clay has been 
found in previous years, however the form of those previous vessels are different and this 2009 sherd 
is completely unique in the entire assemblage (see plate 5.D). 
 
One other sherd is unusual. It has a form which has not been seen in previous years, however the 
sherd is badly broken and it is difficult to determine from where on a vessel it may have come from. 
It has the form of a large carination (listed in the ‘other’ category in tables 5 and 6, see plate 5.E). It is 
quite a large sherd with red-slip and crude ‘c’ stamps and a horizontal band. This type of sherd is 
usually found as pedestal bowls where the bowl is more simply decorated than the pedestal foot ring 
with horizontal bands and ‘c’ stamps with a smooth polished surface, while the lower part of the 
vessel can be more elaborately decorated with more design motifs (lines, punctates, linear geometric 
shapes etc.). This vessel may be a carination on the upper or lower part of the vessel or it might have 
been the opening of a vessel with a place for a lid or the cover of a vessel. 
 

In summary, the analysis of the 2004-2008 earthenware forms part of the results for Balbaligo’s PhD 
research currently in progress. The pottery found in 2009 show less diversity than in previous years. 
This could be because of the smaller areas and depths excavated. Many of the decorated earthenware 
and almost whole earthenware vessels were found deep in the West Mouth in previous years 
(Eusebio 2006; Balbaligo forthcoming and 2008 pottery report). As the excavations were in smaller 
areas and the West Mouth was not opened, this small range is to be expected. It is unsurprising that 
the East-West Connection Trench yielded the most pottery in this year as it is a new unexcavated 
trench. Furthermore, many sherds were found on the surface and in the upper layers of the East 
mouth, as well as the West Mouth in previous years. Despite the small range of sherds, the tradeware 
and earthenware ceramics are consistent in terms of fabric, form and style, across the whole 
assemblage from other years. In this year only two sherds are of note, one ‘new’ design and one 
unknown and previously unseen form.  
 
A note on archiving: some large bags of the accessioned and non-accessioned pottery had white 
mould on the earthenware sherds. This is due to the sherds not being dried sufficiently before being 
placed in the plastic bags. Going forward, all artefacts must be dried properly in the field before 
being bagged. 
 

On the excavated Ille burials 
 

Seven burials were encountered this season: six of these belong to the latest-phase cemetery 
tentatively dated (at the latest) to the 18th century, and one possibly belongs to an older phase. These 
burials bring the total number of burials found at Ille Site to 106. 
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Context 1931 could be of an earlier phase. The six later-phase burials are c. 2205, 2209, 2212, 1404, 
1929, and 1934. The first three were encountered upon opening a new trench just adjacent to the 
East Mouth Trench, grids N2/3 W6/7. The fourth later phase burial, c. 1404, was removed to 
prevent the bulk containing it from collapsing. The other two burials, c. 1929 and 1934, were not 
retrieved but just exposed in walls of the Outlier and the Outlier Extension, respectively. Context 
1929 is an adult burial and c. 1934, a child. All of the later phase burials are extended, supine, and 
generally oriented south, thus facing the north or the cave opening. They were all derived from the 
layer with a depth between 50 and 90 cm Below Datum Point (BDP). Except for c. 1929 and 1934, 
the five burials are described separately below. 
 

Context 1404 
Context 1404 is encountered at the grids N5/6 W1 where it laid on a southeast northwest 
orientation, head towards the southeast. The elbows and wrists are tightly flexed with the hands 
placed on top of the sternal area but the legs and torso are extended. The remains were laid on its 
back. Most of the cranium, distal fifth of the right lower leg and foot, distal third of the left femur, 
the whole left lower leg and foot had been removed already in 2006 and labelled as Context 1243 
(cranium) and Context 924 (lower legs and feet). The torso, particularly the sternum and ribs are very 
fragmentary. Some patches in the burial were very compact, probably a result of calcium carbonate 
drippings from the ceiling. As with other burials, found intermixed with the fill are shells, stones 
animal bones, and human bones belonging to other individuals. A rock was also found at the right 
side of the head area sitting on a 43 cm BDP level. 
 
A grave cut (Context 1406) began to be visible at about 38 cm BDP and extends to 50 cm BDP at 
the head area. The skeleton was encountered beginning at about 40 cm BDP. The cut is markedly 
visible on the north wall of N4W1 displaying a crosswise demarcation of the grave at the head area 
of 1404. Context 1404 is an adult individual probably female. 
 

Context 2205 
This burial was encountered at N2/3W7 beginning at 35 cm BDP level (head). The lowest portion of 
the skeleton is the right knee which lay at 50 cm BDP level. The torso is at about 47 cm BDP.  
Context 2205 is oriented to the south, with arms extended and placed beside the torso. The legs were 
extended. 
 
A possible grave cut (c. 2204) was noted southwest of c. 2205 beginning at 55 cm BDP. However, no 
cut continuing to areas around the skeleton were clear to the investigators. The skull is fragile and 
fragmented; the humeri, right forearm, and right femur suffered also from depositional damage. 
Context 2205 belongs to a child below 6 years of age. 
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Context 2209 
An adult individual was excavated at the northeastern edge of N3W6 and portions of the skeleton 
were either left still embedded in the northern block or retrieved already during a previous 
excavation. The whole right leg and left lower leg were excavated in 2006 as c. 1214; the left femur 
was left unexcavated in N4W6. 
 
The topmost level of the fill of the burial was dug into 5 cm spits until skeletal elements were 
encountered. This was done to determine whether the shells found intermixed in the burial have a 
certain arrangement to suggest intentional inclusion. The result is that the shells seem to be randomly 
placed. 
 
The skeleton is oriented along a southwest-northeast axis with the head on the southwest and facing 
west. The deepest portion, the sternal area, was found at about 70 cm BDP. The neck and pelvis lie 
at approximately the same level of about 58 cm BDP, giving the body a hunched configuration 
towards the mid thoracic. The elbows and wrists are tightly flexed and phalanges from both hands 
were found interlocking on top of the manubrium area. 
 
Found on top of the remains are numerous skeletal elements from another individual, an adolescent, 
including a cranium, mandible, a femur, two humeri, forearm, clavicle, numerous ribs, vertebrae and 
hand and foot bones. The amount of comingled remains placed within the burial of c. 2209 can only 
be determined once the skeleton represented in c. 2209 and 1214 is completely exposed and 
recovered. In addition to the adolescent remains, also found with c. 2209 were infant cranial 
fragments that could belong to c. 1239, which laid at its east. 
 

Context 2212 
This individual was found directly beneath c. 2209. The cut for c. 2212 began appearing at about 64 – 
67 cm BDP, or less than 10 cm below the bed of c. 2209. The bed of c. 2212 is between  80 – 87 cm 
BDP, shallowest at the leg area and deepest at the head area. The skeleton, unlike c. 2209, is oriented 
directly south with the head facing east. The arms, however, were arranged similarly, with tightly 
flexed elbows and wrists and the hands resting just below the chin. The rest of the body lay extended 
on its back. 
 
The right lower leg and foot had been previously excavated and recovered as c. 1247. The right 
shoulder and arm could be the c.1275 noted in 2006 on the west wall of N2W5. A portion of the 
right humerus, a portion of the right ilium and the right femur, which were not found during the 
present excavation, could have fallen off the wall, the reason no single context recordings were made 
for these elements. 
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There were damages to the right portion of the remaining skeleton, most probably a result of having 
been exposed already by previous excavations. The cranium suffered from excavation damage. The 
left lower leg and foot were left imbedded within the northern block (N4W6). 
 

 

 

Context 1931 
This burial was encountered at S5W15 of the Outlier Extension trench. Only the upper portion of 
the skeleton was exposed; the legs, and possibly the pelvis, are still embedded in the western block 
(S5/6W16).  The skeleton lay supine with arms and torso fully extended. The bottom of the skeleton 
was about 105 to 110 cm BDP. Approximately 50 cm above is  c. 1934, an infant or child burial, 
which was not further exposed apart from the ribs and cranium already showing in the wall. Context 
1934 appears oriented to the south and seem to be part of the latest-phase cemetery. Context 1931, 
on the other hand, could be part of an older phase. Apart from its remains being stratigraphically 
deeper than c. 1934, c. 1931 was found oriented to the northeast. In addition, a hammerstone was 
found placed on top of the cranium and a number of small shell beads were also recovered in 
between the forearms of the skeleton. The association of the beads and hammerstone with the 
skeleton, however, was not clear since the remains were on top of the shell midden in this area. This 
raises the possibility that the shell beads and hammerstone were only part of the shell midden. 
 
The cranium was crushed antero-posteriorly, most probably from the weight of the overlying burden. 
The face is extremely fragmentary and unrecognizable and only a few bones and teeth were 
recovered from this region. Only few vertebral fragments were recovered suggesting apparent bias 
against cancellous elements. The pelvis was not found, in spite of further removal of matrix at the 
site, although it is possible that it is just within the western block which was not excavated. 
 
The colour of the bones is quite reddish, similarly with the shell beads, suggesting the colour was just 
an effect of the depositional environment. This colour also made it difficult to distinguish bone from 
matrix during excavation. The large bivalve shells found on top of the left portion of the body appear 
not related to the burial since there was an intervening matrix between the shells and the skeleton. In 
addition, similar shells had been found south of the burial but presumably outside this burial already. 
Similar types of shells have also been noted included in the shell midden at this area, complicating 
further an interpretation of association between the shells and the remains.  
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Archaeobotanical Remains 
 
Sampling for archaeobotanical remains continued this season with a priority on the lower layers 
under the main shell midden (context 332). All sediments under this midden were collected for 
flotation. In the Outlier Square, contexts b352, 1921 and 1923 were floated. For the East Chamber 
and its connecting East Chamber Long Trench (ECLT), all sediments from the following contexts 
were collected for flotation: contexts 2122, 2119, 1413, 1410, 947 and 806. As in previous seasons, 
there was a big volume of sediments, which made it impossible to completely process the samples 
within the field season.  The remaining heavy fraction sediments were placed in properly labelled 
sacks and stored in the site base for processing next season.  
 
Analysis of the plant remains from the previous excavation seasons of 2004, 2005 and 2006 has been 
completed. Seeds, carbonized nut fragments and parenchymatous tissue fragments from 192 samples 
(from 24 contexts) of the East Mouth were identified. These contexts are in the date range of 12,000 
to 5000 B.P. Only three four of plant tissues were found to be consistently transformed, either in a 
charred or mineralized state. Fragments of Canarium hirsutum and another thin-shelled nut were all 
carbonized while all recovered seeds of Boehmeria cf. platanifolia were mineralized. All parenchymatous 
tissue fragments were also carbonized and nine samples were determined as resembling species of the 
genus Dioscorea, with two of these determined as prob. Dioscorea alata.  Only one sample was identified 
as elim. Colocasia sp.   
 
Present in fifty-percent of the samples, the Canarium hirsutum (‘   ‘ in Tagbanwa) nut fragments, in 
general, were abundant in the Holocene levels (context  332) with a decreased amount in the late 
Pleistocene levels (context 866). It is clearly not a case of sampling bias since context 866 has the 
biggest volume of sediment processed by flotation. We can infer, because C. hirsutum is known to 
exist commonly in low altitude primary forests, that the   palaeoenvironment around Ille was warmer 
during the Holocene and cooler in the late Pleistocene.   
 
Direct radiocarbon dating at Oxford of four charred C. hirsutum nuts were obtained with the dates 
ranging from 9220 + 45 to 5829 + 35 B.P. (courtesy of the University College Dublin Seed Fund). The 
dates confirm the previous dates (see Szabo et al. 2004; Lewis et al. 2006) from charcoal and likewise 
back-up the integrity of the contexts and or layers. The following are the dates and their context: 

o OxA-21176 IV-1998-P-44538 context 332 5829 + 35 

o OxA-21177 IV-1998-P-44539 context 336 8595 + 40 

o OxA-21178 IV-1998-P-44541 context 784 8680 + 40 

o OxA-21179 IV-1998-P-19761 context 807 9220 + 45 
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C. hirsutum is a wild species and to this day is usually found in primary forests.  Finding this together 
with a few Dioscorea alata samples, though not at the highest level of determination, makes the data 
interesting.  D. alata is a domesticate and along with the wild C. hirsutum, the data indicates a 
subsistence pattern not only dependent on (wild) forest products but also on domesticated plants. 
Only two samples are determined as prob. D. alata, so analysis of more samples is essential especially 
if we are to touch on the early presence of D. alata which is known to have reached the Philippines 
ca. 4000 B.P. through the dispersal of Austronesian speaking peoples. The determined prob. D. alata 
are from 10,000 B.P.  

 
Shell Count 
 

Numerous sacks of excavated shells are currently stored in the base camp. Some of the shells  from 
the East Mouth, East Chamber and East Chamber Long Trench were counted (MNI) and weighed 
per species / type and according to relative size (small, medium and big). So far, two sacks of shells 
were recorded which includes 21 contexts, namely – 332, 334, 398/384, 336, 745, 746, 769, 784, 802,  
819, 882, 904, 947, 1007, 1238, 1240,  1241, 1252, 1254, 1265 and 1302. An initial fifty-nine types of 
shells have been documented but this is still subject to exact species determination. Samples of each 
type are to be brought to the UP Marine Science Institute for identification. 
 
 

The Pasimbahan site 
 

The Pasimbahan site (IV-2007-Q) is within Dewil valley, located at  N110 12”881’, E 1190 29”59’. 
The site is within the Magsanib district of Dewil, on the lower half of the southeast face of the large 
limestone karst called “Star”. In front of the current cave entrance are signs of ancient cave roof 
collapses, which created a long and tall (approximately 25 meters at highest point) rockshelter 
perpendicular to the main cave entrance.  
 
The specific excavation objectives for this season were to investigate further at Trench B to see if 
there are older archaeological deposits. It was also set as an objective the investigation of the area 
cave area to check on previous inferences and oral reports of archaeological deposits connected to 
the cosmological meaning of the cave for people from the past.  
 
In total there are currently more than 2000 accessioned artefacts from the site composed of ceramics, 
lithics, animal bones, shell artefacts, metal implements and glass beads. 
   
The grid for the site was re-established using the same datum point set on top of the large rock fall in 
front of the cave entrance.  
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Trench B  
This trench was targeted for further investigation to see if there are directly older deposits of 
archaeology below the last surface exposed in the previous field season. The backfill of Trench B was 
taken out until the level of the 2008. The exposed  c. 79 containing angular to sub-angular rocks, 
shells and animal bones was further cleared and studied. The steep inclination of the c. 79 westwards 
was confirmed.  The northwestern  surface of the trench at the this level showe4d a high 
concentration of angular to sub-angular rocks , which was labelled c. 339 and treated as a feature 
above c. 79. Further investigation showed that c. 339 was composed of several deposits extending  
across the northern quadrants of the trench; namely sandy silty lenses that were given context 
numbers 340, 343, and 353.  It is still not clear if c. 339 and c. 79 represent a deposit of materials 
substantially separated in time with the upper deposits in the site containing shell remains and 
pottery. Adding to the difficulty of studying the layers was the extensive presence of termite action 
exposed in most of the northern quadrants of the trench.     
 
Nevertheless, there were some clear features that are significant to report which we generally 
understand.  Within the deposit c. 79, two shell bangles on top of a copper alloy bangle were 
recovered. These bangles were buried from a later period, most likely through c. 76, c. 64 or c. 71, 
but lower than c. 51. The bangles looked like they were directly deposited straight from a person’s 
arm to a small hole made in the ground as a form of offering or votive to the powers associated with 
Pasimbahan cave system.   
 
Another significant feature in Trench B is the pit identified in the central quadrants of the trench. 
These were at first thought to be two adjacent pits, each given a different context number (342 and 
351), but were later revealed to be a single feature. The pit was first noted around 120cm below LDP 
cutting through context 339 as patches with hardly any rocks or shells. Emptying the pit (sometimes 
by sections) exposed at least two deposition episodes in the pit. The first was the mid-grayish brown 
clay with very few rocks and shell fragments, then around 20 cm below that was a concentration of 
angular rocks and shell fragments, then around 20 cm below that was a concentration of angular 
rocks that are generally larger than those in 339. This was designated as context 358. Included in this 
concentration is a large limestone cobble near the east wall. The rocks did not seem to have any 
purposeful arrangements, though one elongated cobble was deposited vertically. After context 358 
was cleared, a layer of mid grayish-reddish brown silty sand with very few small rocks and shells 
similar to context 369 was reached, interpreted to be the bottom of the pit. 
 
No significant archaeological materials were found in the pit aside from the shaft fragment of a 
human femur. A fragment of this was recovered from scraping 358, but later a longer fragment was 
recovered in situ near the NE corner of the pit around 140 cm below LDP. After clearing the area 
around the pit, what seems to be the remainder of the shaft just beyond the limits of the pit (but in 
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proximity to the in-situ fragment) in context 339 was found. Though the fragments are still to be 
refitted, these seem to be from a single element, based on their sizes and physical characteristics.  
 
Archaeological materials were recovered mostly around the pit. Context 339 is full of animal bones, 
and a cluster of stones and animal bones was noted just to the west of the pit. Designated as context 
354, this cluster is composed of half a pig’s mandible, a couple of animal teeth fragments, shells and 
rocks. After cleaning the area, it was apparent that this cluster is within 339. It’s depth below LDP is 
130cm. To the north of c.354 a shell trumpet was recovered 136cm below LDP. The matrix around 
the shell trumpet was almost devoid of shells and rocks. We first surmised it could be a new layer, 
but we later saw that it (context 353) was one of the sandy silty lenses we identified within 339.  
Finally the pit and adjoining quadrant were likewise not unaffected by the termite colony that is 
found throughout the trench (context 359) it mainly affected the area to the south of the pit, as well 
as the southeast wall of the pit itself. Damage is also visible on the eastern profile of the wall.  
 
Trench D 
A new excavation unit labelled Trench D was opened underneath the main cave’s drip line. This was 
done in order to investigate if there are still traces left of a possible burial that was recovered in this 
location and also to see if there are other burials. Another objective for the opening of this trench 
located adjacent to a huge boulder was to understand the rockfall sequence which occurred in 
Pasimbahan.  According to the account of Mr. Rome Fines, when they dug the area of Trench D in 
search of treasure,  they uncovered human bones together with a bent metal sword and a metal 
dagger wrapped in glass beads.  These metal implements he kept and was recorded by the team.   
 
The top parts of the deposits were composed mainly of disturbed strata which are probably fill 
material from the previous diggings. Numerous glass beads were recovered from the fill along with 
the occasional shell, animal bones and rocks. Undisturbed deposits were only located at the north 
east corner of the trench, context 348,  a layer that contained (in contrast to c. 349) mid to dark 
greyish brown silt, fewer angular rocks, some shells and some animal bones.  
  
The bottom of the shell (and bone) midden context (349) at the north east corner of the trench was 
uncovered. This midden consists of a guano-rich black silt with numerous angular rocks, many shells 
(primarily Polymesoda sp.) and animal bones. Animal bones are mainly of pig and some macaque, 
monitor lizard and snake. This midden is the edge of the midden recorded as Midden 2,  which was 
deposited north of the trench. Deposits from the bottom of the boulder were mostly composed of 
loose silts with some angular rocks, animal bones and shells.  
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Trench E 
This is a trench running roughly East-West inside the main cave. It measures 0.5 x 4m. Trench E was 
excavated to find the source / direction of the water channel that ran in front of the boat shape 
marker excavated in 2007.  The results were not conclusive. There was clearly a later day expansion 
of the large flowstone that may have been also a source water for the much older pebble-lined stream 
bed. The travertine expansion covered all the exposed surfaces of the trench and there was not 
enough time to properly answer the question by expanding the trench.        
 
 

Surveys 
 
Several new sites were discovered and recorded in the span of this field season’s work. This season, 
Barangay Sibaltan further in the northeast of Barangay New Ibajay was surveyed. Imorirgue Island as 
well as a nearby small island was also visited. The cave system of Ille was surveyed and mapped. 

     
Barangay Sibaltan 

 
The elusiveness of finding settlement sites associated with at least the last 2000 years of Dewil valley 
history is frustrating and at the same time puzzling.  The project has not given up searching for these 
probable sites within the valley.  However, a hypothesis has been developed that considers the 
possibility that the actual settlements of the people who buried their dead within the limestone karst 
in the valley may have lived outside the valley. Following as a starting point Cuyonin folklore learned 
from several informants of the possible link of Sibaltan with the Dewil valley, we have re-visited 
Sibaltan in search of possible sites we could correlate with our data coming from Dewil valley.  It was 
also an added incentive to do the survey that the Tourism officer of El Nido, Alvin Acosta, has 
requested the team to have a look at several potential areas in Sibaltan that may be further studied for 
heritage tourism site development.   
 
Sibaltan is known already as a rich area for archaeological sites at least 500 years old, as recorded 
through interviews of local residents done during the 1998 survey of El Nido. We learned then that a 
large coastal site cemetery along the main settlement of Sibaltan was heavily pot-hunted in the late 
1970s and early 1980s.  
  
Barangay Sibaltan was surveyed together with the Tourism Officer of El Nido Arvin Acosta and 
Barangay Captain Carmelita Acosta of Sibaltan.  We located through interviews and recollections of 
Mrs. Acosta potential archaeological sites for next season’s investigation. One possible site is located 
at the elementary school compound where a burial with grave goods was uncovered in the course of 
the school’s digging activities for a water well. Another possible site is the Acosta property. A beach 
front property in the outskirts of the village  but has much higher ground. This property is located 
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near the cemetery of the town, and adjacent to the property heavily pot hunted in the 1970s. This 
area has the potential to hold archaeological layers that may be associated with the Dewil valley 
assemblages. The household of Mrs. Acosta still has some tradeware ceramics recovered accidental in 
her properties near the looted cemetery, and they do point to the presence of tradeware ceramics 
associated to at least 600 years old exchange. 
  
 
 
Sta. Monica Fort 
The reported Sta. Monica Fort in the northeast coast of Sibaltan near Buluang Beach was visited. 
Received information mentions the existence of concrete platform on the hilltop where a canon used 
to be mounted. According to local knowledge, the canon may have been taken away by treasure 
hunters.  An investigation of the promontory by the sea revealed that the top was indeed flat but was 
not man-made. Rather, it was dominated by large slabs of natural sedimentary rocks. It I not hard to 
imagine why it was seen as a man made fort; from a distance the high point does look like a ruin. It 
could easily have been utilized by earlier inhabitants of the Sibaltan coastline as a defensive position 
as well as a look-out point. At the top as well as at the base of Sta. Monica, there are tell-tale signs of 
illicit diggings.   
 
A large open site 
A potentially large open site was inspected by the team at sitio Turatod, Sibaltan. This site was known 
to have been heavily pothunted by people coming from Batangas in 1976. Eyewitness reports 
mentions the retrieval of large amounts of tradeware ceramics. The site was not totally looted 
because of the intervention of the landowners who managed to stopped the diggings.  The logistics 
of exploring this site next season will be difficult because of its distance from the center of Sibaltan 
and the lack of a nearby freshwater source.  
 
A general observation consistent to all the sites, except for the base of Sta. Monica hill, is the scarcity 
of surface archaeological material finds. This may prove to be a positive sign that there were no 
recent diggings or recent major disturbances to the areas surveyed.  
 

Maulohin Cave, Imorigue Island  

 
The previously surveyed and recorded site of Maulohin (IV-2007-L) was revisited this season. The 
objective was to check on reports that the site was visited by treasure hunters in the interval times 
since our last visit last year.  The archaeological cave deposit was indeed disturbed with a shallow 
hole dug inside the cave. Some of the travertine layers were also broken in the process of this 
treasure hunting activity. Fortunately, most of the surface archaeology observed in our last visit were 
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left alone. A sample of the dug-out wooden coffin (110 cm x 31 cm) with a carved ending was taken 
as well as some beads scattered around, which confirmed the relative age of the deposit to be around 
1500 to 500 years old.  The wood sample came from fragment that was already detached from the 
main coffin found amongsts the pile of human remains. There is certainty that this wooden fragment 
was part of the coffin based on its colour, texture, and wear marks. Instead of further damaging the 
coffin, this piece was deemed appropriate as a sample to determine the wood-type used for the 
coffin.  
 
Since the cave is named ‘Maulohin’, the locals have assumed that the coffin is from a Mulawin tree 
(Vitex spp.) however, specialists from the Forest Products Research and Development Institute 
(FPRDI) have determined the wood as Syzygium sp. (family Myrtaceae). There are about 100 species 
of the genus Syzygium in the Philippines and these are trees which include the ubiquitous ‘duhat’ 
(Syzygium cumini, L.) and ‘macopa’ (Syzygium samarangense, Blume) plus other mangrove trees variously 
used for timber, dye, tannin, medicinal purposes, fish bait and food. This information would further 
be useful when we better understand the ecology of the landscape around Imorigue in the coming 
years. 
 
Between the mainland and Imorigue is a small island, which the team surveyed for archaeological 
sites. Except for rounded tradeware ceramic sherds and pottery found by the shore, we were not 
successful in locating archaeological sites further inland. This was mostly due to time constraints and 
the thick vegetation cover of the land.  
  

Dewil Valley 
 
Ille Cave System  
The interior of Ille Cave was re-surveyed, and for the first time, mapped. A tilting theodolite was 
used to acquire bearing and vertical angle (V), and a 60 meter tape was used to acquire straight 
distances. The original datum point (DP) was used as reference. 
 
During the course of the mapping, some parts of the cave were reconfirmed to have archaeological 
significance. A dense midden accumulation which included numerous shell, bone remains and some 
earthenware sherds was located inside the cave over one of the huge rocks which was probably part 
of the cave wall that collapsed. The midden is likely to have been redeposited from a crevice around 
ten meters above the accumulation. This crevice, accessible from the western side of the Ille tower, 
contains a midden with shells exposed on the surface although this area is yet to be archaeologically 
excavated. It is also quite possible that some materials from the midden accumulation inside the cave 
were deposited in situ since this accumulation is found in an area where sunlight passes through due 
to the presence of the crevice.  
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Immediately south of the midden accumulation, a burnt human humerus along with other burnt 
human remains and a pottery sherd were found. Part of the humerus is encrusted in travertine and 
was not recovered. It is assumed that these remains are not associated with the midden accumulation 
since there were no shells or faunal remains found in the immediate area. These human remains were 
probably part of a secondary jar burial that had been disturbed. It is uncertain though if the remains 
were cremated since there are accounts of local people using ancient human remains as fuel for 
campfires and remains of recent burning can be also found in the area.  
 
While mapping the northern part of the cave’s west wall, a small chamber, which can be accessed by 
a short vertical climb, was discovered by our local team member, Jojo Sugbo. This chamber was 
named Sugbo Chamber. Numerous earthenware sherds were found here but no human remains were 
discovered. A contemporary glass bottle was found signifying that the chamber has been visited in 
recent times. In one part, a flowstone has been broken forming a small circular pit. Earthenware 
sherds were found inside the pit together with rounded gravel-size stones. The gravel material came 
from cemented deposits under the flowstone. These gravels were probably deposited during the time 
when water regularly flowed through the cave system.  The mapping of cave allows us to have a 
better understanding of human utilization of the entire lower chambers of the Ille karst cave system, 
which extends vertically to the upper parts of the tower.  
 
A site near the New Ibajay cemetery 
A renewed survey of New Ibajay proper was done this season as part of the continuing effort to look 
for settlement sites; we still need to find the places where people in the past who utilised the 
limestone karsts lived.  The team was informed of archaeological finds in a field planted with cassava 
belonging to the relatives of Remedios Cabral. According to the informant, copper alloy artefacts and 
some pottery were unearthed when the roots of ‘kamoteng kahoy’ (Manihot esculenta, K.) were 
harvested. The surface survey of the field confirmed the presence of a few tradeware ceramic sherds. 
Based on the location of the site near a section of the Dewil river, this area has good potential to 
hold remains of an earlier settlement in the valley.     
 

Exhibit updating 

 
The original exhibit put up two years ago was updated this year. The same wooden panel was used 
with the contents updated, incorporating new data from current findings. The fading photographs 
and texts were replaced while technical cast/replicas of major artifacts found in Palawan were 
cleaned and remounted. The updated version retained the bilingual presentation in English and 
Filipino. We were deliberate to reach the local students (grade school, high school and college) and 
the general population of New Ibajay, to make them aware of the knowledge generated from the 
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excavations being held in their own community. The exhibit located at Ille focuses on the findings 
generated from the site which narrates what we can tell based on the research on the lifeways of 
earlier inhabitants of the Dewil Valley.  The tarpaulin-mounted time-line showed the relationship 
across time of the Ille data against the rest of Palawan, the Philippines and the world. A year  of 
exposure to the elements on the cave entrance did no damage, and all it needed was a wipe.  
 
The similar exhibit mounted at the municipal hall of El Nido is due for replacement and this will be 
done next season. This exhibit has been brought by the Mayor’s office to Puerto Princesa in 2007 for 
the El Nido booth in the annual ‘Baragatan’ celebration. New sites within the municipality have been 
surveyed since the last two years and these results will be integrated when the exhibit is updated next 
season. This exhibit focused on the archaeology found within the town and Bacuit bay.  The Tourism 
office of El Nido have indicated plans to permanently display the exhibit in a designated room in the 
Municipal hall.  
 

7. Discussion 
 
There are several significant points worth discussing about the results of the project this year. We 
shall, however, just focus on a few general ones. 
 
The sequence of cultural deposition in the Dewil Valley and Imorigue 
 
In the effort to understand better the meaning of archaeological deposits, we use the labels “layer” 
and  “phase”. Layers are identified cultural deposits or surfaces local to an excavation area’s 
stratigraphy. “Layers” in this sense are only labels to a sequence of cultural deposits or localized 
surfaces, and may not correspond to the site/regional-wide understanding of human utilisation of the 
surrounding landscape. The term “Phase” is, however, defined in this report as a site/regional-wide 
current understanding of the nature of human occupation. As such it is mainly a description of the 
nature of the archaeology so far uncovered and not yet an exhaustive understanding of the 
complexity of past human behaviour.   
 
At Ille, where we have a good series of isotope dates (mostly radiocarbon), we have been constantly 
rethinking our understanding of the archaeological phasing (see reports for 2004 to 2007).  This 
report shall focus on the larger tentative phasing and will postpone deeper discussion on the Ille site 
phasing for our upcoming publication. We could tentatively project the general sequence we have at 
Ille to the larger archaeology of Dewil valley and adjacent areas and come up with the following 
phasing from the known present to the past.    
 
Phase A:  Current Phase –  Present to circa late 19th century CE  
This phase is characterized by the archaeology left behind by living cultures now located in El Nido. 
It also includes the immediate ancestors of these cultures who have occupied the landscape, 
especially along the Dewil valley, for over a hundred years.  We know that most of these cultures 
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are/were sedentary and adept  in the management of cereal-based agriculture. The material culture 
comes out of the ground from surface deposits and subsurface sediments.  The archaeological 
assemblage that represents this phase can be characterized by the presence of 20th century material 
culture.  For this phase, there is still ritual meaning or significance given to a few of the caves in the 
Dewil valley, such as Ille and Pasimbahan. It is also interesting to note that the main cave entrances 
at Ille is known as ‘pasimbahan’ to the current population of New Ibajay. The landscape, however, is 
now mostly significant for its birds nest economy, the dry and wet agricultural fields of the current 
inhabitants and the attempt to conserve the remaining forest by local and central governments. 
 
Phase B: Intensified ritual phase  19th century  CE -  circa. 2,000 years ago  
 
At this phase we see the cosmology of cultures living around the Dewil valley connected to the 
general landscape. We, however, can not properly estimate the level of neither diversity of the 
cultures that existed nor the density of the populations.  There is clarity, though, in the intention of 
certain groups to involve the landscape in their negotiations between their perception of the world of 
the living and the world of the dead. The caves with cross-winds were definitely meaningful as places 
to bury their dead.  At Ille the latest phase of burials reflect a change in the way people were buried 
supine  in the ground: burials did not include grave goods; head oriented towards the southwest. This 
may also be the period when secondary burials, first in earthenware, and later tradeware ceramic jars, 
were practiced. These jars were placed in the caves and rockshelters. These jars were not often 
buried. In Imorigue and Makangit these secondary burials were inside small caves, and in some 
instances at Makangit and Imorigue, associated with wooden coffins.  There were other signs of 
possible votive offering practices and representational rituals, such as the recorded boat-shape stone 
marker in Pasimbahan, the intentional burial of a bent bolo in front of the entrance flowstone,  and 
the deliberate burying of two shells and one metal bangle, must have taken place within the time 
range of this period. The variation in practices that we see may be the product of cultural 
transformation in time, or the practices of different groups using the same landscape. Long distance 
exchange is evident, an example is the existence in the valley of tradeware ceramic remains from 
Mainland Asia, as well as earthenware potteries utilising various production techniques.  
 
Phase C : Dominantly habitation, circa. 2,000  to post circa 6,000  
For this phase of human occupation, the archaeological assemblage presents a more active picture of 
use of the rockshelters. These localities were campsites or perhaps more permanent habitation sites 
as evident in the presence of shell middens and hearth deposits containing consumed food items. We 
also see the practice of secondary burials that may be described as ossuaries. At the Pasimbahan case 
(context 18), a natural pool feature on top of the symbol-laden flowstone was used to hold bones of 
several individuals covered in hematite. The set of supinely buried individuals associated with 
hammer stones and shell grave goods, with their heads oriented northeast, may be associated  with 
this phase. There is also a larger number of charred fragments of Canarium nuts recovered at Ille 
from this period, which may indicate not only diet but an activity associated with rituals done  on the 
rockshelter. It is possible that the terracotta turtle figurine recovered from a cave in Sinilakan tower 
was an offering from a culture that existed in this phase. 
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Phase D: Dominantly non-pottery habitation, circa 6,000 to circa 8,000  
The dominant characteristic of this phase is the presence of evidence of a more regular habitation in 
the caves at Dewil.  While population projections are impossible at this stage of the research, the  
shell middens from Pasimbahan and Ille attest to this. Pottery technology was not present in the area, 
however, there is a strong presence of shell utilization expressed in various artefacts recovered from 
the valley.  There is also the strong possibility that the boat-shape burial marker at Ille belonged to 
this period, which tells us, if it can be collaborated further by other such burials, of a develop sense 
of a maritime oriented culture at this early period.        
 
Phase E:  Habitation and cremation practice  circa 8,000 to  circa 10,000 
At this phase, the limestone karst features were already ritually meaningful. We are seeing a different 
kind of behaviour in the way people were treating their dead that did not continue to the later phases, 
and was not present in the earlier phase. At Ille, the intricate practice of cremating the dead is well 
established with corresponding radiocarbon dates that places the practice within this phase.  There is 
also evidence for plant and animal utilization that were not of the domesticated-type. The use of 
canarium nuts and various wild root crops is also evident.  The presence of utilized estuarine shells, 
tiger remains, and at least two species of deers point to a possible landscape that had access to 
river/sea resources amidst a dryer landscape that encouraged open, or not forest canopied lands; a 
different landscape from the younger phases.  
 
Phase F:  habitation phase – campsite.  circa 12,000  years ago and older 
This earliest phase for human occupation of the valley area represents the oldest evidence we have so 
far.  The landscape was most likely drier, characterized by open, grass dominated areas. The presence 
of tigers and deer were recorded at Ille, contemporary with the production of stone implements. 
Unfortunately, the data so far is very thin not only within Dewil, but for the entire northern Palawan.    
Clearly the deeper we go in time, the less we know, and the more tentative our statements become. 
 
Looking Beyond Ille 
 
The archaeology at Dewil valley is not limited to the platform and cave entrances at Ille.  Though we 
have not succeeded in locating an open site anywhere in the valley, the other limestone towers, i.e., 
Makangit, Star, Diribungan, Sinalakan, Kulunga and Idulot, are known to have archaeology.  
 
It is clear that at Pasimbahan, just like at Ille and in other cave sites, the signs of human activity are 
pregnant with symbolic meaning connected with the people’s cosmology. It is however still an 
unresolved question whether we are seeing a transforming culture through time or a changing 
population with distinct cultures utilising the resources of the Dewil valley. 
 
Aside from questions coming out directly from information derived from the excavations, there is a 
running hypothesis that needs to be proven, beyond doubt, at the Dewil valley. This concerns the 
nature of the landscape: was the current valley formerly a lake, a sound, or a cove, during most of the 
early human occupation of the region?  Our palaeoenvironmental investigations have increased from 
coring samples to analyse pollen records, to Geographic Information System approaches in 
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modelling the ancient coastlines and sea levels of northern Palawan. The results of these studies are, 
however, still not ready for discussion. 
 
Public Archaeology 
 
There was a significant improvement in the protection of the Ille site, and in general of the 
archaeology of Dewil valley. Since the years of escalated vandalism from 2002 to 2004 were arrested, 
a gradual cleaning of tower graffiti was implemented. We were delighted to find out that dubbing 
calcium carbonate rich mud coming from sediments produced by the tower was sufficient in masking 
paint graffiti. After two years of practice we assumed that the paint underneath the mud faded away, 
and the mud itself became integrated in the general natural look of the rock face. After the strong 
rains of October and November of 2009, where the Ille cave and rockshelter were heavily flushed by 
running water, some of the mud cover were washed away, which then exposed the old graffiti 
underneath. The paint had slightly faded but was still very clear. This told us that our old view was 
wrong, that the mud cover does not erase the paint within two years.  Covering the graffiti again with 
a fresh layer of mud consistently created the old effect of making the walls look graffiti free.  We 
shall observe the effect of the cover through the years and see if eventually it does. Nevertheless, we 
think the method is still effective in masking the graffiti and creating a more natural look for the cave 
and rockshelter walls. We were gladdened by the fact that for 2009 there were no new graffiti on the 
limestone walls, and this has been the case since 2005.  
 
There were no sign of new treasure hunting activity in and around the Pasimbahan site and the Ille 
tower. This was mainly due to the active protection work done by the project in close cooperation 
with the local community. There was also the constant presence of signages made since the end of 
the 2004 season and were posted along the path to Ille and Pasimbahan, explaining the cultural value 
of the site, and requesting people to protect it. The National Museum of the Philippines has also 
deputized three individuals from New Ibajay to protect the sites under study.  We seemed to have 
been overly optimistic in assuming that with the time that has elapsed since the start of the project 
that the local people would exert more vigilance towards the protection of the our cultural resources. 
This year, new treasure hunting activity was observed in the Makangit limestone karst. This tells us 
that while we could protect that places were we actively work, it does not yet translate to the 
protection of the rest of the valley. Also, that there are still local individuals who are not convinced 
of the value of the cultural resource they have in these caves and towers.  We still have much work to 
do in protecting the archaeological resource of the valley. 
 
The team consistently dedicates time to explain to local visitors from New Ibajay and tourist visiting 
from El Nido town, what the research is all about, and our latest understanding of the archaeology at 
Ille. This is  a commitment we have to the local stakeholders and our contribution to the 
development of a heritage consciousness throughout El Nido. At the end of this year’s excavation 
season a thanksgiving gathering was organized at the base camp, where everyone involved and 
interested from New Ibajay were invited. 
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The latest addition of substantial exhibits at Ille and at the town hall of El Nido has raised further the 
level of archaeological heritage work in the region. The principle followed for this new output was 
not simply to raise the tourism profile of archaeology in an already tourist-town, but to substantially 
contribute to the education of the inhabitants of El Nido, from the barrio level to the provincial, 
about the value of Filipino/Southeast Asian collective cultural heritage. We would like to believe that 
a community that develops a consciousness that sees the value of cultural heritage will be effective 
protectors of these resources. A community that has a good sense of culture attached to the 
landscape they live in, that sees these resources as theirs, will be more pro-active members of this 
community for the better good of many. 
 

8. Summary 
As in every season of fieldwork in the past, this year brought better understanding of the archaeology 
of Palawan. It has added clarity to our understanding of the human past and improved our 
interaction with basic communities concerning heritage management and education.  We have 
succeeded in our objective to continue the investigation of Ille and Pasimbahan and have added 
more isotope dates, which supported the sequence established from the previously established 
sequence. We have also expanded the scope and located more areas to seriously investigate in order 
to answer the questions concerning corollary settlement sites to our ritual areas, and the existence of 
older and contemporary archaeological sites.  Equally important is the ever improving relationship of 
our project to the local government’s efforts to address the people’s cultural and educational welfare.  
We have fallen short of our objectives in finding settlement sites, substantially deepening our 
excavation at Ille to expose older archaeology, and the delayed completion of several of our artefact 
assemblage analysis.  There is still much data gathering and thinking to be done before we can be 
truly confident of our understanding of human-landscape relationships and the complexities of the 
various past human cultures in the Dewil valley, let alone for the island of Palawan. 
 
 

9. Recommendations and Prospects 
 
The lessons, insights and shortcomings from this season’s work dictate our focus for the coming 
season. We should continue our excavations at Ille and seek out with finality if there is still older 
archaeology present underneath the rockshelter or inside the cave; are there pre-14,000 year old 
cultural deposits?  In the same light, we should continue to have a limited excavation at Pasimbahan, 
focused on the current cave mouth, where we could have the possibility of excavating beyond the 
massive rocksfall and see if there are older cultural deposits buried by the collapse of the cave.   
 
The search for the location of settlement sites connected with the Dewil valley shall continue. We 
know of a clear prospect of starting a test excavation near the current New Ibajay cemetery and 
around the Makangit karst formation. We shall also test the information coming out of Cuyonin 
folklore that narrates the connection of Sibaltan with the Dewil valley. In the process of pursuing  
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the questions through these sites, we shall be hosting a Southeast Asian-University of Washington 
Fieldschool excavation at Sibaltan. The exposure of European prehistory graduate students shall  
continue at the Dewil valley.                                                                                                 
 
The exhibits at llle, El Nido townproper, and Puerto Princesa must be examined for repairs and 
updates. At the minimum, the monitoring should inform us of what is needed to be done, and 
possibility apply the repairs/update later in the year or early the following year. More importantly, the 
coming season is planned with a much more expanded heritage program, which includes Sibaltan. 
We shall continue to give basic community talks and match the initiatives of local government units 
towards the enhancement of heritage consciousness amongst the people of Palawan and its ever 
present tourist population.   
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Report on the 2008 tradeware and earthenware ceramics from Ille Cave and Rockshelter, 
Palawan, the Philippines  
Yvette Balbaligo 
 
Introduction  
 
This report is on the earthenware and tradeware pottery excavated at Ille site during the 2008 
excavation season. This paper also incorporates some of the preliminary findings carried out on the 
Ille earthenware excavated between 2004 and 2007.  
 
Since the start of the investigation at Ille site in 1998 ceramics were found on the surface and at 
shallow depths. Ceramics found included decorated and undecorated earthenware, stoneware and 
porcelain sherds (Hara and Cayron 2001). However, none of the finds could be associated with 
confidence to any of the surfaces recognised at the site as there had been so much large scale 
turbation (human and natural) at the upper layers where the sherds were recovered. It was assumed 
that all these artefacts were in secondary deposition; mostly as part of fills for burial pits dug through 
the centuries (Paz and Ronquillo 2004; ASP 2005-6). In 2004, the UP-ASP with an international 
collaboration, resumed excavations at the site and a new recording system was implemented. The 
trenches were trowel excavated in single contexts and recorded. This ensured that in successive years, 
all artefacts recovered were from a secure stratigraphy and recorded and accessioned systematically. 
In 2008, most of the ceramics were found in secure contexts in the West mouth, East mouth and 
Ihian trenches, as in previous years. In  
2004 and 2005, the West mouth produced pottery from very deep pits. Square W13N4 proceeded to 
more than one metre deep during the 2004 season, and in 2005, excavations opened a large (six 
metre square) area just to the west of this feature (Kress 2006, 27). 2008 continued in this deep area 
and more almost complete vessels were recovered. 
 
Methodology 
 
The 2008 ceramics were divided into earthenware and tradeware and then separated into diagnostic 
sherds. The tradeware was categorised by morphological diagnostic forms and the earthenware was 
categorised into sherds with or without surface decorations and sherds with clear morphological 
diagnostic forms. These forms were immediately recognisable amongst the many sherds in the 
assemblage. This was done by macroscopic observation. The sherds were then quantified and 
examined. Microscopic analysis was carried out on a sample of the earthenware excavated between 
2004 and 2008 and a typology is in the process of being developed. These results will be published at 
a later date (Balbaligo forthcoming). 
 
Results 
 
Tradeware 
Tradeware occurs in same contexts as earthenware, but tradeware is not found in all contexts (see 
table 1). Fewer tradeware sherds were found than earthenware and no tradeware was found in the 
East mouth. A total of 42 sherds were found (see table 2). The tradeware sherds were comprised of 
stoneware, celadon stoneware and porcelain. The stoneware sherds were dense, fine in texture, 
vitreous and opaque. Most were glazed. Colours ranged from brown, green, yellow, and some had 
stripes. The colour of the celadon ranged from brownish green to light green with iridescence. Some 
had swirl patterns and the glazes were speckled and crackled. The majority of the celadon sherds 
were thin and one light green sherd was possibly a bowl from the 13-14th Century AD (c.f. Southeast 
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Asian Ceramics Society 1979, 136-137). One of the largest surviving tradeware sherds was a large 
greenish brown celadon sherd measuring 18 x 16cm. Only 4 porcelain sherds were found. The 
colours ranged from standard white to light creamy beige. One had two tones; half was white and the 
other half was speckled dark beige. The majority of the sherds recovered were plain body sherds, 
followed by rims (one rim had a carination) and bases (see table 3). One celadon appliqué handle was 
found which was brownish green and speckled with glaze, possible from the 10-12th Century AD (c.f. 
Southeast Asian Ceramics Society 1979, 128).  
 
Table 1: 2008 contexts with tradeware 
 
Context Trench Ware Total Total in  

context 
75 West mouth Stoneware  9 9 
705 West mouth Celadon 

Stoneware 
5 
4 

9 

1801=705 West mouth Stoneware 2 2 
905 West mouth Stoneware 1 1 
1616 West mouth Stoneware 1 1 
1709 Ihian Stoneware 1 1 
1835 West mouth Porcelain 

Celadon 
1 
3 

4 

1838 West mouth Porcelain 
Stoneware 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1844 West mouth Celadon  1 1 
No context All Stoneware 

Celadon 
Porcelain 

9 
1 
2 

12 

 
Table 2: Total number of tradeware sherds by type found in 2008 
 
Stoneware Celadon Porcelain Total 
28 10 4 42 
 
Table 3: Total number of tradeware sherds by vessel part found in 2008 
 
Body sherds Rims Bases Handles Total 
32 7 2 1 42 
 
Earthenware: fabric 
Appendix 1 shows the 2004 to 2008 contexts which had earthenware. Table 4 shows 2008 contexts 
which had earthenware. 
 
Table 4: 2008 contexts with earthenware 
 
Context Trench Total sherds  

in context 
75 West mouth 197 
109 West mouth 1 
705 West mouth 451 
905 West mouth 29 
1517 West mouth 74 
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1596 West mouth 44 
1598 West mouth 10 
1616 West mouth 82 
1626 West mouth 3 
1815 West mouth 2 
1801=705 West mouth 15 
1835 West mouth 241 
1838 West mouth 321 
1843 West mouth 53 
1844 West mouth 306 
1848 West mouth 57 
1854 West mouth 20 
1856 West mouth 15 
1871 West mouth 2 
1872 West mouth 12 
1873 West mouth 1 
1874 West mouth 3 
1875 West mouth 84 
1876 West mouth 5 
1899 West mouth 1 
1916 West mouth 1 
1921 West mouth 23 
337/734 East mouth 37 
389 East mouth 20 
859 East mouth 1 
1355 East mouth 10 
1362 East mouth 2 
1367 East mouth 22 
1709 Ihian 126 
343 Ihian 25 
344 Ihian 55 
Total sherds in contexts 2351 
 
The total number of earthenware sherds found in 2008 is 2576 (table 5). This brings the total number 
of earthenware sherds in the Ille complete assemblage from 2004-2008 to approximately 12,000. Full 
quantities will be published shortly (Balbaligo forthcoming).  
 
Table 5: Total number of earthenware sherds found in 2008 
 
Plain 
body 

Decorated 
body 

Plain 
rims 

Decorated 
rims 

Carinations Bases Other Total 

2167 143 156 49 30 12 12 2576 
 
In terms of fabric, form and decorations, pottery found in 2008 was the same as that found in 
previous years. The condition of the sherds varied. Generally the sherds were worn but were well 
preserved with details still visible and clear. Only a brief macroscopic observation of fabric was 
carried out, taking into account physical characteristics of the fired clay to provide a basic description 
and a naming system. This was mostly based on the colour of the clay and firing characteristics. A 
partial naming system already exists for the Ille earthenware based on colour, for example “red-
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slipped” is commonly used in the region and also denotes the Metal Age period, and this naming 
system will continue to be used.  
 
Three primary fabric categories based on dominant colours were distinguished. These were: grey 
ware; brown ware; and red ware. However, there are also variations in these classes of colour. Red 
ware ranges from light reddish oranges (Reddish Yellow 5 YR 5/6, Munsell Soil Color Chart 2000) 
and dark reddish browns (Dark Reddish Brown 5 YR 3/2). Similarly grey and brown wares can range 
between darker and lighter shades. Colour, disregarding slips and paints, is determined by the type of 
clay, the mineral composition and how it reacts on firing. These observations did not take into 
account surface treatments such as slips, glazes, polishes or paints which might have given the vessel 
a different colour in parts, therefore the sherd was categorised by the majority colour of the sherd. 
Some sherds’ exteriors were a different colour to the interior depending on exposure during firing. 
However, sherds were categorised according to the exterior. Some sherds are as yet undetermined 
may need further inspection. This fabric categorisation is subject to revision pending further 
research. 
 
The sherds showed many inclusions. Carlos (2006, 27-28) has already identified organic tempers, 
such as grass and woody materials in the sherds, and possibly rice. Further investigation has shown 
that the temper used in the sherds were mostly shell, possibly bivalves as this structure can be 
identified in the sherd. The sizes varied from fine sand to coarse sand and were subangular. The shell 
temper in brown and grey sherds mostly appeared white but in the red-slipped and dark brown 
earthenware, the shell temper was orange (for example figure 2, red-slipped carination). This might 
have been because they were impregnated by oxidised clay or clay that was rich in iron. This would 
have also depended on the proximity to the surface of the sherd, oxides in the clay and the 
temperature and time of firing or even drying. Orange oxides, possibly hematite, were also present in 
the clay matrix. Rounded and subangular quartz were also visible but it is unknown whether this was 
natural or added in the production process.  
 
All of the earthenware sherds were hand-formed and slab-built using the paddle and anvil technique. 
Many vessels have bumps and are uneven on the interior where the vessel had been struck by a 
paddle and shaped by an anvil. The paddle also smoothed the exterior and was sometimes decorated 
(see below). Some vessels show straight and even horizontal lines which look like incisions around 
the exterior of the vessel, especially near the rim. These are marks from stone polishing. As this 
pottery is termed ‘earthenware’, it is evident that the pottery was fired at a low temperature. 
Archaeologists in Southeast Asia agree that earthenware may have been fired between 350º and 900-
1000º centigrade.  No evidence of earthenware firing, such as kilns or remains of open fires/bonfires, 
have been found in the Dewil Valley, however, it is likely that open fires were used. Certain attributes 
of the sherds attest to this, such as the porosity of the sherds and the cores.  Most of the red wares 
have oxidised exteriors, unoxidised cores and oxidised interiors, where the core is greyish black 
which is part of the fabric that was the least exposed during firing. Orton et al. (1993, 69) state that 
“pots whose cores are black or dark grey probably contain carbon derived from the incomplete 
burning of organic material in the fabric. As this carbon is burnt it will take oxygen and this can lead 
to local reduction of the fabric and hence a grey colour”. Furthermore Orton et al. (1993, 134) show 
that sherds with sharp cores margin have reduced and are cooled rapidly in air. This is the case with 
some of the Ille earthenware.  
 
Form 
Certain aspects of a vessel’s form are determined by its intended function (Orton et al. 1993, 77). 
However, with the Ille assemblage it is difficult to infer form, height and diameter, and thus difficult 
to ascertain function. The majority of the sherds are small morphologically non-diagnostic body 
sherds. Due to time constrains, no refitting exercises of small sherds have taken place. Although 
carinations, bases and necks are less frequently occurring, they can also be examined. Wall thickness 
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also relates to the size of the vessel and provides evidence of intended use. Forms ranged from 
vessels with restricted orifices with protruding everted and outcurving lips and distinct convex necks; 
to unrestricted inverted and incurving orifices which suggests neckless jars or shallow vessels, for 
examples bowls or dishes.  
 
The rim category comprised mouth and foot rims. At this stage in the process, it is difficult to say 
with certainty whether some rims are mouths or foot rims/bases. Rim sherds are the second most 
occurring sherds in Ille and can provide the most information for assessing the size and shape of the 
vessel. By fitting the curve of a rim to a standard diameter-measurement template, the orifice 
diameter can be calculated as well as the percentage of the total rim circumference. While the orifice 
diameter varied according to the many sizes of the different vessels, the majority of the rims sherds 
ranged from 5% to 30% of the total vessel orifice circumference. The rims in the Ille assemblage can 
be broken down into three categories; plain rims; decorated rims; and rims with decorations on the 
lips. The majority of the rims were plain and undecorated. Some of the lip rim edges were distinctly 
blackened which may have been the result of a surface treatment to the lip which blackened on firing 
or where the lip was more exposed, as the extremity of the vessel, when fired. This occurred on plain 
as well as decorated vessels. 
 
With the decorated rims, no paddle impressed designs were found on necks or lips of rims. The most 
frequently occurring designs were incised lines, punctates, triangles shapes and ‘c’ and ‘s’ stamps. This 
type of design is discussed further below. Most of these stamped designs are found very close to the 
rim edge and often suggests an unrestricted vessel and possibly a foot rim. There are fewer instances 
of decorations on lips. These decorations are usually made with fingernails or a thin stick. These are 
incised into ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ diagonal lines, or one layer of cross-hatched patterns across the 
rim forming rhombus patterns (see figure 1, cross hatched decorated lip). Basket and matt 
impressions are also found on lips. The practice of decorating rim lips is widespread in many 
different locations in Peninsular and Island Southeast Asia and western Micronesia (Solheim 
forthcoming).  
 
Carinations are diagnostically a characteristic point. At the corner point, the direction of the tangent 
changes at an angle and abruptly shows a sharp change in contour. This sometimes marks a fixed 
division in the vessel (see Shepard 1956, 226) or marks a change in decoration. Carinations can be 
found decorated and undecorated. Figure 2 and figure 5 show a decorated carination with stamp 
marks typical of the Ille assemblage. This decorative style is discussed below. 
 
Decoration 
This plain body sherd category refers to sherds that did not have incised or impressed decorations. 
However, they may have had surface treatments, such as slips, glazes, polishes or paints, but this was 
not investigated. Without conducting a microscopic examination, it was difficult to distinguish with 
certainty any surface treatments on the sherds. The majority of the earthenware were plain body 
sherds. This is to be expected as for most vessels, far more sherds result from the breakage of the 
body which has a greater surface area than from the proportionately smaller rim and base regions 
(Rice 1987, 223). However, this does not mean that most of the vessels were plain as some vessels 
may have had sections which were plain and decorated and depending on where the vessel broke the 
sherd shows either its decoration or the undecorated part of the vessel. Therefore, the percentage of 
plain wares and decorated sherds are not representative of the amount of plain and decorated whole 
vessels that may have been present at Ille. 
 
Decorated body sherds as a category included impressed designs; with a paddle or a stamp impressed 
into the wet clay; incised designs where vessels were incised with an implement; or a mixture of 
impressed and incised designs – which is more common. Rice (1987, 244) states that “for 
archaeologists, styles – especially pottery styles – have long been important in reconstructing the 
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histories and cultural relation of peoples who occupied archaeological sites.” Furthermore, Rice 
(1987, 244) says “styles are generally considered visual representations, specific to particular contexts 
of time and place, that at the least transmit information about the identity of a society that produced 
the style and about the situation or location it appears”. In Philippine archaeology, decoration and 
style have been one of the most explored aspects of pottery and has been the primary attribute for 
categorisation (c.f. Solheim 2002).  
 
Impressed designs have a sense of repetition and uniformity due to the implement used, usually a 
paddle to make the impressions. The common designs which were impressed, evenly or irregularly 
upon the bodies of vessels which were still visible on the sherds include; cord, vine and basket bound 
paddles – where sometimes the impressions crossed over themselves; and carved paddles formed 
squares of various sizes. Figure 3 shows a grey sherd with standard cord marked paddle impressions. 
The cords are visibly tight and twisted and show ribs and clear grooves. This is a common design 
across Southeast Asia and at Ille, this design usually only occurs on grey ware. Similar designs and 
methods of decoration can be seen in the Tabon Pottery Complex which may demonstrate they were 
manufactured in a similar way. With the cord impressions, these were made with a bound paddle. 
Fox (1970, 83, after Solheim 1964) says the cord impressions are achieve by “wrapping a paddle with 
twine of various sizes and spacings. The cord design was then transferred to the plastic surface of the 
vessel by paddling which produces negative impressions.”  Figure 4 shows a vine impressed brown 
sherd, however, unlike the cord marked sherd, the vines are loose with bigger gaps between the 
grooves and the impressions are fainter. This design occurs on both grey and brown sherds. This 
decoration is the second most occurring in the assemblage but much rarer than the cord marked 
impressions.  
 
Another frequently occurring impressed design are ‘c’ stamps, ‘s’ stamps and variations of the ‘c’ 
shapes stamped into the pottery. These stamps are impressed into the pottery rather than incised and 
made with the circular tip of reeds or small bamboo. This particular design occurs only on red-
slipped vessels and has been interpreted as Metal Age pottery. The upper carination of figure 2, 
shows two ‘c’ stamps close together forming an ‘s’ shape at an angle. The lower carination shows 
continuous ‘c’ stamps. Figure 10 shows the ‘c’ stamp which is the most common occurring stamp in 
the Ille assemblage. On this vessel it is upright and delimited by horizontal bands and diagonal lines 
which separate it from the other decorations. The decorations on the pedestal bowl in figure 9 shows 
diagonal incised lines forming geometric shapes with punctates in alternate shapes so that no two 
punctuated designs occur together – this emphasises the areas with punctates. The decorations on 
this vessel are associated with ‘c’ stamps, as they are usually found together, even if they do not 
directly appear together on a sherd. The bowl part of this pedestal bowl has ‘c’ stamps and a 
horizontal band as the only decoration on the bowl (not shown in the figure). The implications of 
these particular designs are discussed below. 
 
Some vessels have both incised and impressed designs occurring together, this can be seen in figure 
10, the tall cylinder shaped vessel. However, incised designs differ and can be distinguished from 
impressed designs, in that impressed designs are cut into the surface of the unfired clay and thus it 
produces sharp ridges on the edges of the incisions. They can be made with a simple tool, a pointed 
instrument such as bamboo or wood or with multiple points which would produce comb-like 
designs. The incised Ille earthenware show a variety of incised lines at varying depths cut into the wet 
clay, and varying sizes of punctation marks made with the tip of a sharp implement at varying depths. 
Precision of lines and puncture marks also varied. Some examples of incised designs include: straight 
lines in varying styles, some parallel to each other as well as forming shapes such as triangles; cross-
hatchings; incised patterns and lines forming geometric shapes, such as triangles and rhombuses 
(figure 9, pedestal bowl). Some lines appear as lineal bands running horizontally around the vessel 
separating sections of the design or registers across a vessel (for example figures 6, a decorated rim, 
and 10, the cylindrical vessel). Figure 6 shows a rim with incised decorations on the body. These 
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incisions are cut deep into the wet clay and ‘overspill’ can be seen where the clay pushes up over the 
incision. Two horizontal bands at the top and the bottom frame the triangular motif. Small triangular 
wedge stamps are impressed underneath the horizontal bands. This style occurs frequently in the Ille 
assemblage. 
 
Other decorative styles include paint applied to the exterior of the sherd though this is very rare. 
Figure 5 shows a carination with red paint which might be red ochre made from hematite. The 
punctates are very roughly incised which is rare as they are usually more neatly incised. In some 
sherds, where incisions have been made, between some of the grooves and in the impressed ‘c’ 
shapes and ‘s’ shapes, the designs contained a white mineral substance most likely lime or white clay 
(Paz and Ronquillo 2004, 15; ASP 2005-2006, 29), but definitely some kind of calcium carbonate as it 
effervesced when exposed to dilute hydrochloric acid (Hcl). 
 
Special earthenware finds 
Only one whole vessel has been recovered at Ille so far (Eusebio 2006, 28). However, for the first 
time, in 2008, more almost complete vessels were excavated in the deep pit of the West mouth. An 
almost complete plain shallow bowl (figure 7) was found, broken into 9 friable pieces but dried and 
refitted at ASP. The bowl has only one fragment missing but this was not recovered during the 
excavation. However, this means that the cross-section is fully visible which will allow comparative 
studies for rim forms in the future. Similarly, a complete plain foot stand (figure 8) was found with a 
section of the foot rim broken which will allow a view of the foot rim in profile and can be compared 
to other similar vessels at a later date. The foot stand would have had a bowl for offerings above the 
foot, but this does not survive. A similar ritual vessel but with different morphology was found – a 
very tall red-slipped pedestal bowl (figure 9) with typical incised and punctate decorations found in 
the Ille assemblage. It would have been a very large vessel as the body must have extended further 
and the only surviving bowl fragment, with ‘c’ stamps are large. Unfortunately no other pieces of the 
vessel were recovered. 
 
An unusual thin red-slipped vessel (figure 10) with typical Ille incised lines, punctates and ‘c’ stamps 
was recovered. It is unusual as it is tall and cylindrical. As this is the biggest surviving piece, it is 
unknown how common this type of vessel was in the assemblage. Another almost intact vessel is the 
ellipsoid pot with thin walls and a rounded carination towards the base of the vessel (figure 11). It 
completely lacks a rim but it was probably a restricted vessel. Another completely unusual and unique 
sherd was found with an everted rim, a carination that curves downwards – which is not seen in 
carinated forms at Ille – and more anomalously, it has a decorated handle appliqué with a hole in the 
middle of the handle (figure 12). Only few handles have been found in the Ille assemblage but none 
are of this form or are still attached to the body of the vessel.  
 
Final comments 
 
There are still many unknowns about the pottery. It is not known whether vessels were locally made, 
as no kiln or open firing sites have been found in the vicinity, or whether they traded/exchanged. 
Local geological deposits and soils have not yet been explored as a potential for local raw clay 
sources. Furthermore, a secure chronology and periodisation has not yet been established. This is 
difficult due to the turbation in the stratigraphy on the site at the upper layers where the sherds were 
recovered. These issues and problems will be investigated further. The analysis of the earthenware 
forms part of the results for PhD research currently in progress. 
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Myra Lara 
Elena Wright  
 
Rhowell Flores  
 
From University College Dublin, Ireland 
Kim Rice                                                                                                                                                          
Patricia La Piscopia 
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Figure 2. Three dimensional geographic reconstruction of the El Nido Municipality, Northern Palawan
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  Figure 3.  General location map of landscape features: 1) Ille 2) Makangit Malaki 3) Makangit Maliit 4) Sinilakan 5) low karst A    
6) low karst B  7) Diribungan 8) Star 9)Kulanga Malaki 10) Kulanga Maliit 11) Idulot 12) Imorigue  
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Figure 4. Map of the Dewil Valley and surrounding area with key sites labelled 
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Figure 6. Ille Site Plan 
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                                               Figure 16. Pasimbahan site plan
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Figure 17. Ille cave site plan
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

770 Layer (surface) Surface deposit 
780 Layer Patches of clay and small shell middens concentrated on the northern end 
781 Layer (surface) Dark greyish brown clays and silts with frequent angular and flake-shaped limestones 
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
941 Layer Shell free cave layer 
941 Layer Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
946 Layer Speleothem 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
2119 Fill Dark greyish silty clays rich with animal bone fragments 
2120 Layer Speleothem 
2122 Layer Light reddish brown silty clays 
2125 Cut Of 2119 on section below 901 and 2129 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18.  East Chamber, East Section, Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

770 Layer (surface) Surface deposit 
780 Layer Patches of clay and small shell middens concentrated on the northern end 
781 Layer (surface) Dark greyish brown clays and silts with frequent angular and flake-shaped limestones 
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
941 Layer Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
946 Layer Speleothem 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
2122 Layer Light reddish brown silty clays 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Figure 19. East Chamber, South Section, Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

770 Layer (surface) Surface deposit 
780 Layer Patches of clay and small shell middens concentrated on the northern end 
781 Layer (surface) Dark greyish brown clays and silts with frequent angular and flake-shaped limestones 
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
903 Layer Brown cave layer with shells 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
2120 Layer Speleothem 
2122 Layer Light reddish brown silty clays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Figure 20. East Chamber, North Section, Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

770 Layer (surface) Surface deposit 
780 Layer Patches of clay and small shell middens concentrated on the northern end 
781 Layer (surface) Dark greyish brown clays and silts with frequent angular and flake-shaped limestones 
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
936 Cut Of 937 
937 Burial Adult burial 
941 Layer Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
943 Fill Of Burial 944 
944 Burial Sub-Adult burial 
945 Cut Of burial 944 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
2122 Layer Light reddish brown silty clays 
2130 Posthole Cutting through 905 from 770 at the back of the cave 

 

 

                                                                               Figure 21. East Chamber, West Section, Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
336 Layer Dark reddish brown clayey sand, very soft fine grained sediment 
337 Layer Silty clay layer with mottling of shell fragments 
769 Layer Speleothem layer 
806 Layer Culturally sterile layer of compact orange clay and limestone pea grit gravels 
866 Layer Occupation debris underneath 769 with bone, lithics, and areas of burning 
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
903 Layer Brown cave layer with shells 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
910 Cut Cut of burial 912 
911 Fill Fill of burial 912 
918 Burial Burial truncated to south by feet of B914 
920 Grave cut Not fully exposed grave cut extending into west section 
926 Grave fill Dark brown silts of varying compaction with lots of shells, small burnt limestones and 

pottery inclusions 
928 Burial Burial with feet extending north into cave, head missing 
929 Grave cut Very large grave cut majority exposed in the N10W2 section 
930 Cut Cut of burial 932 
931 Fill Fill of burial 932 
941 Layer Shell free cave layer 
941 Layer Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
946 Layer Speleothem 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
1224 Layer Surface deposits 
1306 Layer Similar to 806, orange clay and limestone pea grit gravels 
2122 Layer Light reddish brown silty clays 

                                

52 Figure 22. East (Chamber) Long Trench, N5E2-N12E2, Ille Site 



 

Context Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 
No. 
332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
806 Layer Culturally ste a grit gravels rile layer of compact orange clay and limestone pe
901 Layer Cave surface 
902 Layer Grey silt layer concentrated on north end of Long Trench 
903 Layer Brown th shells 

oose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Tren
cave layer wi

905 Layer L ch 
918 Burial Burial  B914 

Not fully exposed grave cut extending into west section 
 truncated to south by feet of

920 G t rave cu
926 Grave fill Dark brown sil imestones and ts of va  burnt lrying compaction with lots of shells, small

pottery inclusions 
928 Burial Burial with feet extending north into cave, head missing 
929 G t rave cu V n n ery large grave cu the N10W2 sectio

Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
io

Mid-reddish shell-free loose silts 
t majority exposed in 

941 941 Layer Layer 
947 Layer Dark greyish brown moderately compact clayey silts 
950 G l Loose to mod 905 materials rave fil erately co on of mpact clayey silt with possible turbati
951 Burial Juvenile burial truncated by B928 
952 Grave cut Followed from the loose portion of B928 
1410 Layer Dark brow sing shells n si mpo

rbated dark brown clay with orangey grav
lts rich with fragmented and deco

1413 Layer Tu els 
 

53 Figure 23. East (Chamber) Long Trench West Section, Ille Site



 

Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
336 Layer Dark reddish brown clayey sand, very soft fine grained sediment 
337 Layer Silty clay layer with mottling of shell fragments 
769 Layer Speleothem layer 
806 Layer Culturally sterile layer of compact orange clay and limestone pea grit gravels 
866 Layer Occupation debris underneath 769 with bone, lithics, and areas of burning 
1224 Layer Surface deposits 
1306 Layer Similar to 806, orange clay and limestone pea grit gravels 
1307 Layer Similar to 866 
1308 Layer Dark brown clays with orange and black weathered gravels and decomposing medium cobbles 
1309 Layer Reddish brown clays with medium angular decomposing limestone cobbles 
1312 Layer/lens Concentration of shells beneath 1311 which is under 332 (shell midden) 
1322 Layer Sterile layer of red, orange, black gravels and clays 
1344 Layer Greyish brown clays beneath 1322 and much like 1309 
1373 Layer Of dark sediment over rockfall and overlying cremation 1358 
1377 Layer Blue clay in the deep trench 

   Figure 24. East Mouth, N1E2-N5E2 (Deep Trench), Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
336 Layer Dark reddish brown clayey sand, very soft fine grained sediment 
389 Layer Redeposits from shell midden, brownish silts 
901 Layer East chamber surface deposits 
1224 Layer Surface deposits 
1228 Fill Possible burial as skeletal remains of humans identified in area 
1236 Layer Light brownish silts 
1241 Layer Light reddish brown cave surface comprised of redeposits from midden and burials 
1245 Fill Of burial 
1250 Cut Of burial 
1246 Fill Of burial with 18th C Spanish coin 
1372 Layer Light grayish pink powdery silts 

 

 

 

 

                                       Figure 25. East Mouth, N2E1-N4E1 East Section, Ille Site 

55 



 

Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
901 Layer Cave surface 
903 Layer Brown cave layer with shells 
905 Layer Loose grey silt layer concentrated on the north end of Long Trench 
1394 Layer/lens Red gravels 
1395 Lens/layer Orangey gravels 
1409 Layer Possible mixing of deposits of 336 and 337 
1410 Layer Dark brown layer rich with shell fragments 
1410 Layer Dark brown silts rich with fragmented and decomposing shells 
1413 Layer Turbated dark brown clay with orangey gravels 
1414 Lens/layer of shells thought to be 332 but actually an upper pit fill of 1415 
1415 Cut Of layer pit N7W3 into N8W4 and N6W3 
1416 Layer Of brown clay in 1415 under 1395 over 1417 (not 334) 
1417 Layer Mixing of speleothem and 806 clay  (NOT 336) under 1416 over 1409 

 

Figure 26.  East Mouth, N6 North Section, Ille Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
1215 Skeletal remain Skull still in section 
1223 Layer Underlying burials above 332 
1224 Layer Surface deposits 
1306 Layer Similar to 806, orange clay and limestone pea grit gravels 
1391 Layer Dark greyish brown silty sands possibly overlying 336 
1392 Fill Of 1393 (cut) 
1396 Fill/layer Underlying 1392, coarser sediment fill 
1398 Lens/layer Overlying 1396, not clearly seen on section 

 

Figure 27.  East Mouth, Southwall, Ille Site 
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Context 

No. 
Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

332 Layer Shell midden moderately compact clayey silt layer 
334 Layer Reddish and black clays 
336 Layer Dark reddish brown clayey sand, very soft fine grained sediment 
746 Layer/lens Reddish layer above 332 at the south end of trench 
769 Layer Speleothem layer 
1373 Layer Of dark sediment over rockfall and overlying cremation 1358 
1383 Layer Dark brown silts with sub-angular to angular blue & beige cobbles 
1389 Layer Silts and sands under 769 
1390 Layer Dark brown silts overlying 1373 
1391 Layer Dark greyish brown silty sands possibly overlying 336 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Figure 28. East Mouth West Wall 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

2200 Layer Surface deposits, light brownish loams 
2210 Lens White powdery silts spread over entire trench 
2202 Cut Similar to 2200 but more compact 
2203 Layer Mid reddish brown very loose sandy silts  with frequent shells, bones, and pottery 
2208 Cut Of burial 2209 
2210 Fill Of burial 2209 

Figure 29. East-West Connection Trench, West Wall, Ille Site 

 

59 



 

 

 

Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

B352 Layer Probable surface, interface between layer 61 and layer 148 
19 Rock In surface deposit of North east corner Outlier trench 
77 Layer Midden deposit of shells and angular cobbles 
82 Layer Fragmented burnt angular cobbles 
99 Layer Modern surface 
148 Layer Brownish orange silts with occupation debris (lithics, pig bones, etc.), possible 

surface 
1921 Layer Dark yellowish brown silty clays with fragments of shells, angular limestone cobbles, 

and human bone 
1923 Layer Loose reddish brown silty clays fewer debris inclusions than 1921 
1929 Skeletal remain Skull still in section 

Figure 30. Outlier, East Mouth, Ille Site
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

82 Layer Fragmented burnt angular cobbles 
1915 Layer Modern surface dark brown platform colluvium 
1918 Layer Dark brown soils with pottery, beads, and metal fragments 
1922 Layer Greyish brown silty clays most likely associated with rockfall with shell and animal 

bone fragments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Figure 31. Outlier Extension, West Section 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

50 Layer Yellowish brown silty sand with small to medium sub angular cobbles covering 
surface 

51 Layer Greyish brown sandy silt layer underlying layer 50 
64 Layer Midden of shells (fragmented and whole) with stone flakes 
68 Layer Brown clayey silt with some human bones possible interface between 64 and 57 
339 Layer Lower part of midden 64, shells, animal bones, and frequent angular cobbles 
340 Lens Separating 339 and 76 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                Figure 32. Trench B, North Section, Pasimbahan Site 

62 



 

Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

50 Layer Yellowish brown silty sand with small to medium sub angular cobbles covering 
surface 

51 Layer Greyish brown sandy silt layer underlying layer 50 
57 Layer Cemented Yellowish brown clay  
71 Layer Part of 68 reddish brown clayey silts frequent large sharp cobble, some fragments 

of animal bone 
76 Layer  Loose mid grayish brown sandy silt under midden 64 
78 Layer Compact yellowish brown silt overlying rockfall excavated with crowbar 
79 Layer Loose brown silts with metal bangle and frequent charcoal 
339 Layer Lower part of midden 64, shells, animal bones, and frequent angular cobbles 
 

                                       Figure 33. Trench B, South Section, Pasimbahan Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

320 Layer Loose reddish brown sandy silt, surface of Trench D, mixed with recent backfill 
321 Layer Surface of cave after cleaning, yellowish brown sandy silt with speckled white 

guano 
323 Layer Very compact light brown sandy silts, charcoal recovered 
324 Layer Loose black silts (guano?) with cobble and shell fragments and frequent animal 

bones 
339 Layer Lower part of midden 64, shells, animal bones, and frequent angular cobbles 
340 Lens Separating 339 and 76 
348 Layer Equivalent to 439 
349 Layer Bone and shell midden, equivalent to midden 64 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                Figure 34. Trench D, East Section, Pasimbahan Site 
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Context Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 
No. 
321 Layer Surface of cave after cleaning, yellowish brown sandy silt with speckled white 

guano 
323 Layer Very compact light brow  silts, charcoal recovered n sandy
324 Layer Loose blac nt animal k silts (guano?) with cobble and shell fragments and freque

bones 
imal bo339 Layer Lower part of midden 64, shells, an nes, and frequent angular cobbles 

340 Lens Separating 339 and 76 
348 Layer Equivalent to 439 
349 Layer Bone and she o midden 64 

Very
ll  t midden, equivalent

360 Layer  compact yellowish brown silts bottom of excavation 
363 Layer Below sh wn clay ell and bone midden 349, grayish brown clay with light bro

mottling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Figure 35. Trench D, North Section, Pasimbahan Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

323 Layer Very compact light brown sandy silts, charcoal recovered 
345 Layer Moderately compact brownish loam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      Figure 36. Trench D, South Section, Pasimbahan Site 
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Context 
No. 

Type of Deposit Description/Composition of Deposit 

323 Layer Very compact light brown sandy silts, charcoal recovered 
360 Layer Very compact yellowish brown silts bottom of excavation 
363 Layer Below shell and bone midden 349, grayish brown clay with light brown clay 

mottling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            Figure 37. Trench D, West Section, Pasimbahan Site 
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Star Diribungan Sinalakan

Looking West

Looking 
Northeast

Imorigue Is.
Ille Makangit

Pasimbahan site

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diribungan Star 

Ille 
Makangit 

Dewil river 
passage through 
the mangrove 

To Imorigue 

 
 

Looking  North 

 The Ille tower, looking East 

Looking 
Southeast 

 View of most of the Dewil valley limestone karst formations

 The Imorigue Island viewed just off coast

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Approach to Pasimbahan site                 Base camp next to the Ille tower             Sibaltan Elementary School; site for 2010 research    

 
 
 

View of the valley from the 
sea; looking westerly 
between Imorigue and the 
mainland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 1. The sites and the base camp 
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 Plate 10. The 2009 Field season team at the Pasimbahan site (top),and the base camp,  Dewil Valley
 
 



 

 Plate 10. The 2009 Field season team at the Pasimbahan site (top); base camp (bottom),  Dewil Valley
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East Mouth excavations: The East 
Mouth Chamber Long Trenc
(Top); General view of excavation 
areas at the East Mouth (Lef

h 

t) 

Beginning excavation at East-West 
Connection Trench, looking East  

Sorting sacks of collected shells to 
facilitate species identification 

View of platform looking West; dry 
sieving sediments at the foreground 

Plate 2. Work at Ille Site

Mapping the inner cave system at ground level; artefact 
concentration plotted on a map (see Figure 17) 

Looking South, view of Outlier and Outlier Extension 
Trenches during excavation 

 ECLT 

East Chamber 

Deep Trench 

East-West 
Connection 
Trench 

General area of 
cremation 
concentration 

Location of treasure 
hunter’s pit 
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Trench B reopened; view looking 
Southwest 

Trench B: plotting portions of surface 
of c. 339 ; shell trumpet uncovered 

Trench D: Dark deposit uncovered 
connected to cemented midden in Cave 2 

Location of bracelets un
from Trench B: two trid
(IV-2007-Q-501 & 502) on
single copper alloy (IV-2

covered 
na shell 
op of a 
7-Q-500) 

ac
 t

00

The meaningful flowstone at the entrance of main cave. Water 
observed to flow towards the direction of the cave chamber 
and may have been a source for the stream that flowed in front 
of the boat shape marker uncovered in the 2007-2008 seasons 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Trench   north wall showing the continuation of 
midden 2 

Trench E  exposing buried
extension of flowstone 
(right). The extension of the 
pebble streambed recorde
2008-09 was perhaps covered 
by the flowstone deposit 

                  Plate 3. Pasimbahan site

Cave 2 

 

d in 
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Among the burials found this season are two adult individuals (c. 2209 & c. 2212), which were in the newly 
opened East-West Connection Trench  

 
 
 
 

Plate 4. Burials from Ille
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A. 
East-West Connection, context 2203. Brown ware 
rim with decorated cross-hatching on lip. 

 
 

B. East-West Connection, context 2203. (Upper L-R, 
Lower L-R) 

- Grey ware cord marked paddle impressed 
- Brown ware carved paddle impressed 
- Brown ware thick vine marked paddle 

impressed 
- Red-slipped with geometric lines and 

punctates  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C. (L-R) 
- IV-1998- 44387, East-West Connection, 

context 2203. Brown ware decorated rim 
sherd with horizontal bands and incised 
joined triangles. 

- IV-1998- 44075, no details. Red-slipped rim 
sherd – bowl from pedestal bowl vessel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

D. East-West Connection, context 2203. Brown ware 
with black lip, decorated with diagonal shell 
impressions. 

 
 

E. IV-1998-44467, East Mouth, context 1241. Red-
slipped sherd with ‘c’ stamped impressions 

 
 
 
 

F. (L-R)
- IV-1998- 44026. East-West Connection, context 

2203. Large green and brown glazed celadon sherd. 
- IV-1998- 44461. East Mouth, context 1241. 

Green glazed celadon foot ring. 
IV-1998- 44460. East Mouth, context 1241. White       
porcelain rim sherd from unrestricted vessel 
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Plate 5. Pottery from Ille (after Balbaligo)



 3 cm 

2 cm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                      Plate 6. Selection of artefacts

Chert flake from context 866,  Ille site 
Granitic and andesitic pestles, Ille site  
(from left: IV-1998-P-16808, 16802 and 44587) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Trid a shell bracelets from Trench B, 
Pasimbahan Site 

Copper alloy bracelet 
from Trench B               
(IV-2007-Q-500) 

4), Pasimbahan Site 

Ceramic bead from N3W6, Ille Site. 
Unusual for a site dominated by glass 

Possible worked pig tooth from 

Ce

acn
Shell beads from N3W1 (60-70 cm), Ille Site

Shell trumpet from Trench B      
(IV-2007-Q-50

and stone beads  

N7W4 (c. 1414), Ille Site 

rvus sp. (deer) bones from c.1923 in the O
th Extension Trench, Ille Site 

utlier 
Sou
 

Stoneware trade ceramic sherds from Pasimbahan; most 
likely remains of votive vessels left in the cave complex 

IV-2007-Q-502 IV-2007-Q-501 
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Maulohin cave ossuary at Imorigue island. 
Skulls placed inside half of a small 
wooden coffin in more recent times. The 
site is in constant danger of treasure 
hunters and souvenir collectors; 
consultations with tourism office of El 
Nido came out with a resolution to secure 
the cave with a metal gate to limit access 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Eastward view of Barangay New Ibajay cemetery. The 

potential habitation site surveyed this season is 
westward from the cemetery, across a tributary of the 
Dewil river 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kapitan Acosta of Barangay 
Sibaltan pointing at features 
in her property by the shore 
of Sibaltan; a site set for 
investigation in 2010 

Coastal survey at Sibaltan, Santa 
Monica point seen at the end of 
the cove 

 
 

Survey of a treasure hunted site in 
the outskirts of Barangay Sibaltan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Plate 7. Survey
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Dr. Lewis lectures in front of Outlier trenches in front of 
crew members and local residents  Discussion at East Mouth, Ille  

 
 
 

Preparing to backfill 
Outlier trenches; part of 
our commitment to site 
conservation and public 
safet

Backfilling Trench D at PasimbahanPreparing to backfill East Mouth trenches 

 y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Backfilling Teamwork amongst members of the team and the community 
 
 
 Plate 8. Public archaeology and conservation
 76 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
The updated exhibit at Ille site; Since 2007 the 
exhibit has provided substantial information for 
tourist visiting the site in-between excavation 
seasons. It has also served as reference for 
information, with positive feedback from 
members of the local Palawan State University 
branch at New Ibajay and local tourism officers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                Plate 9. Exhibit at Ille  77 

 



 

                            Appendix 2. Permit from the National Museum of the Philippines 


