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Introduction  
This document reports on a small programme of archaeological fieldwork undertaken at the Upper 
Lake, Glendalough, Co. Wicklow as part of a training programme for undergraduate students at UCD. 
The fieldwork is part of a broader programme of research in the Glendalough Valley. Here we 
present preliminary results of the excavation component of the 2010 fieldwork.  

 
 

Aims of Project 
The excavations in Lugduff townland, Co. Wicklow form part of a medium term UCD School of 
Archaeology Research and Teaching Project in the Glendalough area. This project, which aims to 
explore the long term history of the valley of Glendalough was initiated in 2009 with a combination 
of survey, excavation and exploratory environmental sampling.  

The 2009 excavations focused on evidence for charcoal production sites on the southern side of the 
valley and demonstrated that initial field observations of function (Healy 1972) appeared to be 
correct. Samples of charcoal were obtained and provide absolute dating evidence for the charcoal 
production industry as well as a chance to examine the nature of the woodlands being exploited for 
charcoal. These enhance understandings of the history of woodlands in the valley and further 
analysis of charcoal samples from the excavations is scheduled 

Geophysical survey undertaken in collaboration with IGAS Ltd in 2009 focused on the area 
surrounding the ‘caher’ (Enclosure possible, WI023-025----), and demonstrated the presence of a 
number of anomalies of geological and archaeological character. The geophysical survey of the area 
was further extended in 2010 Preliminary interpretations of the geophysical results suggested that 
many are associated with comparatively recent cultivation and land management. Recent land use in 
the immediate surrounds of the caher includes forestry nurseries, hotels and associated 
infrastructure, and some movement of the entry point of the Poulanass River into the Upper Lake 
has taken place. As well as addressing our overarching research questions about the history of the 
valley, the fieldwork provides an introduction for students in field skills from drawn survey through 
geophysics, environmental sampling and excavation. The area is a very popular visitor location, and 
in conjunction with the Wicklow Mountains National Park staff we developed a strategy for 
managing visitors and were able to offer tours of the site as part of Heritage Week.  

The 2010 season involved the excavation of two main trenches and three test pits, their location is 
shown on Figure 1. All excavation, including de-sodding and reinstatement, were carried out by 
hand. Excavations took place from Monday August 23rd to Friday August 27th 2010. 
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Figure 1: LUG10, location of trenches and test pits in relation to the ‘caher’. 

 
 

Trench One 
Trench 1 was located approximately 90 metres east of the eastern shore of the Upper Lake, in a 
landscaped area associated with the National Park (Fig. 2). This location was chosen for excavation 
to investigate two positively geophysical magnetic anomalies, with an intermediate high resistance 
anomaly, which had been highlighted by the previous geophysical survey and which suggested the 
possible presence of archaeological material. All anomalies were broadly aligned E-W. 

 

‘caher’ 

Test Pit 2 

Trench 1 

Trench 2 

Test Pit 3 

Test Pit 1 

cross 
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Figure 2. LUG 10, Trench 1, post-excavation facing west, with Upper Lake and valley in background. 

A field boundary of possible 19th century date is also located in this area. This boundary still survives 
as a low bank which travels in an E-W direction towards the Upper Lake. A notable scarp was present 
at the N of the trench, forming a raised flattened area abutting the field boundary on its northern 
side (Fig. 3) 

 

 

Figure 3. LUG10, Trench 1, pre-excavation, facing east with the ‘caher’ in the background. 
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A thin layer of topsoil, C.101, was removed. This consisted of dark brown, sandy soil which varied in 
depth from 0.03–0.05m. Finds recovered from the topsoil consisted of 19th and 20th century 
material which included three pieces of glass, two iron nails and five sherds of pottery.  

 

Figure 4. LUG10, Trench 1, post excavation photograph, facing north. 

The removal of the topsoil (C.101) facilitated the inspection of the first archaeological layers 
underneath. It was then decided to half-section the trench in order to study the stratigraphy of the 
archaeological deposits in the section of the trench (Fig. 4).  

A redeposited layer of compacted grey soil (C.107) extended for 3.9 metres over the northern half of 
the trench, stopping on the northern side of the field boundary. This layer had a high fine sand 
content of 25%, frequent orange mottling and 1% fine pebble inclusion. C.107 was 0.05m–0.10m in 
depth, had well defined boundaries and, once trowelled, a very uneven top surface was visible. This 
compacted layer clearly corresponded to the flattened area mentioned above and follows the slope 
of this surface on the northern side of the trench. One sherd of 19th/20th century stoneware pottery 
as well as three pieces of possible metal slag were found in this context. Geoarchaeological survey 
across the fan separating the Upper and Lower lakes shows this to be an extensive, if discontinuous 
deposit. 

The construction layer of the field boundary consisted of redeposited compacted sandy brown/grey 
soil, with 3% fine pebble inclusions (C.104). This dome shaped feature measured 0.10m in depth and 
1.05m in width and the finds from this context included two sherds of pottery and two iron nails 
suggest a 19th century construction date. 

C.102, a layer of sandy light grey soil, extended through Trench 1, and underlay the compact grey 
layer (C.107), the field boundary (C.104) and topsoil (C.101) and was clearly visible due to the sharp 
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change in colour and texture when compared to both C.107 and C.101. C.102 contained 3% 
inclusions of angular medium sized pebbles of schist and quartz, occasional charcoal flecks of 0.5-
1.0cm in width and had orange mottling throughout. This deposit measured 0.12–0.14m in depth. In 
total 28 finds were recovered from this deposit. These consisted of sherds of pottery, fragments of 
glass and nails all with a post-1801 date. The construction layer of the field boundary (C.104) was 
almost identical in make up to C.102, indicating a relationship between the two, most likely that 
sods dug from C.102 were used in the construction of the bank. C.102 is best interpreted as a 
burriedtopsoil or cultivated soil. 

C.102 was a truncated by a small ditch (C.103) which ran parallel to and abutted the field boundary 
(C.104) along its southern edge. This shallow cut measured 0.46m in width and 0.1m in depth and 
was filled with topsoil (C.101) which was easy to distinguish in the west facing section of the trench 
and from which no finds were recovered. The position of the ditch directly beside the field boundary 
suggests that the soil extracted from the ditch was in turn used to construct the field boundary 
(Fig.3). 

A gravel and sand layer, C.109 (Fig. 5), extended through trench underlying C.102, with a sharp 
change between the two. This consisted of 30% medium sand content, 60% angular gravels mainly 
of mica schist (all under 1cm in size), 10% sub-rounded and angular stones (15cm by 25cm largest 
size) and cobbles of schist and quartz. The stones and large cobbles were imbricated consistently at 
a 30% angle. This natural deposit measured 0.15m–025m in depth and was very similar in make up 
to the current beach (which is 90 metres to the west and c. 2m below C.109) and possibly represents 
a beach associated with a higher water level in lake. A similar layer is not present further east in 
Trench 2 or Test Pits 1 and 3. 

C.110 is a thin lens of naturally deposited loose yellow and orange coarse sand which measures 
0.05m in depth and can be seen in the section running under C.109 through the length of Trench 1. 
C.110 has 40% fine pebble and small (less than 10mm) angular pieces of mica schist inclusions.  

 

Figure 5. LUG10, Trench 1, post-excavation view of the section, facing east. Field boundary (C.104), 
ancient plough soil (C.102), gravel layer (C.109) and ditch (C.103). 
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A small sondage measuring 2m N-S and 1m E-W was excavated in the NE corner of Trench 1 (Fig.4) in 
order to examine soil and geomorphic processes. The first layer identified below C.110 was C.111,a 
dark grey silt layer, which, due to water deposition, had orange mottling throughout as well as lines 
of oxidation and rooting. This layer measured 0.13m in depth, was quite compacted and constituted 
a sharp change from C.110 (Fig. 6). C.112 occurred below C.111 and was a grey silt layer, lighter than 
and not as compacted as C.111. It measured 0.15m–0.24m in depth and had 30% fine sand and 1% 
fine pebble inclusions. Some oxidation was present as well as three possible flecks of residual 
charcoal in eastern section near the northern balk of trench. A loose light brown/red sandy layer 
(C.113) with 15% fine rounded pebble inclusions interleaved C.112 and ended in an extended V 
shape stopping 0.4m from the south facing section of the trench. C.113 measured 1.45m in length 
from the north facing section of the overcut and was 0.15m in depth. Running underneath C.113, 
C.114 is a lens of fine rolled gravel (70%) with fine pieces of mica schist (30%). Extending from the 
north facing section of the overcut C.114 measured 1.38m in length, 0.19m in depth and ended in an 
extended V shape 0.5m from the south facing section of the trench. Both C.113 and C.114  
interleaved and were contemporary with C.112 (Fig. 6). Comparison with other trenches may 
suggest that C.111 is comparable with C.216, C.218, C.255, C.304, but this requires further 
confirmation. 

 

Figure 6: LUG10, Trench 1, post-excavation facing east. Detail of sondage. 

At the base of the sondage were two layers representing the lowest levels of the excavation. C.115 
comprised of 70% very loose coarse mica sand and 30% grey silty-clay which measured 0.1m in 
depth and 1.4m in length. C.116 was made up of loose grey silt and had a high (40%) fine sand 
content. This context extended for 0.7m from the south facing section and was 0.1m in depth. There 
was a gradual merge with C.112 which it underlay, and was cut by C.115. 

The 19th century archaeological deposits uncovered by the excavation of Trench 1 help us to 
understand how this part of the glacial valley has changed. Of the three geophysical anomalies only 
one seems to be represented by an excavated feature, which is the small ditch on the southern side 
of the field boundary. The layer of compacted grey soil on the northern side of the field boundary is 
harder to interpret, as the discontinuous nature of this deposit across the fan requires further 
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consideration. The west facing section of the sondage in the northern end of the trench (pictured 
above) as well as the stratigraphy of the natural deposits in Test Pit 2 help us gain an insight into 
how the gradual formation and deposition of sands, silts and gravels have determined how the base 
of the valley was formed. 

 
Test Pit 2 (1 x 1m) was located approximately 80 metres east of the eastern shore of the Upper Lake, 
in a landscaped area associated with the National Park. This location was chosen to investigate a 
geophysical high resistance magnetic anomaly, indicating probable geology. 

The topsoil (C.117) consisted of dark brown, sandy soil which varied in depth from 0.03–0.05m. A 
layer of compacted grey sand (C.118), very similar to C.107 in Trench 1 ran underneath the topsoil 
(Fig. 7). This layer had a 25% fine-sand content of 25%, frequent orange mottling and 1% fine pebble 
inclusions and was 0.05–0.07m in depth. Underlying C.118 was C.119, a comprising of orange and 
grey mottled sand and gravel deposit with a high fine-sand content and small and medium sized 
gravels. This layer corresponds to C.102 in Trench 1 and measured 0.22m in depth. At the bottom of 
the trench, underneath C.119, was C.120, a gravel layer with a large amount of medium and large 
boulders, which may represent the geological feature picked up in the geophysical survey. This 
context was up to 0.50m in depth and was also uncovered in Trench 1 (C.109). 

 

Figure 7: LUG10, Test Pit 2, post excavation, facing north. 

Trench Two 
Trench 2 (Tr. 2) was located c. 130m eastw of the Upper Lake in Glendalough, in a gently NW sloping 
meadow between the circular stone enclosure called ‘caher’ (Enclosure possible, WI023-025----) to 
the NW and the small rectangular building used as tourist information centre to the SE. The 
rectangular trench measured 5 x 2m and was oriented NW-SE. The location of the trench had been 
chosen in order to investigate two geophysical anomalies identified during the survey carried out in 
the context of the 2009 UCD Archaeological Field School. These two were part of a group of four 
anomalies defining a rather regular square area. Tr. 2 was placed where two substantial linear 
geophysical high resistivity anomalies, oriented NW-SE and NE-SW respectively, bisect each other at 
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a right angle. The archaeological investigation led to the identification of the NE-SW anomaly as a 
well-defined stone path (C.202). No archaeological feature was identified corresponding to the NW-
SE anomaly, despite the fact that, according to the Earth Resistance Survey map, this run across the 
whole length of Tr. 2. The possibility that such anomaly might lie at a deeper level than the stone 
path (C.202) was discounted after the excavation of three explorative slots (Slot 1, Slot 2 and Slot 3) 
within Tr. 2, reaching in one case (Slot 1) 1m in depth from the surface across the whole width of the 
trench. Test Pits 1 and 3 were excavated in order to identify this anomaly, and these are also 
reported here.  

In addition, the exploration of the trench enabled the identification of a range of other 
archaeological features, which, unlike the stone path (C.202), had not been previously detected by 
the geophysical devices, such as plough marks (C.203 and 205), furrows (C.207=209, 212, and 214) 
and another stone paved surface (C.217).  

Topsoil 

Trench 2 was sealed by a soft, dark-brown clayey-silt topsoil (C.201), containing some gravel and 
occasional cobbles. C.201 was between 0.44m at the SE end of the trench (see Dwg. 204) and 0.24m 
at the opposite end. Shallow lenses of yellow-grey sandy silt within C.201 were noted in three 
different locations, close to the NW corner of the trench (Ph. 442–444), in its central part (Ph. 452–
455), and at its SE baulk respectively (Dwg. 204, Ph. 540–547). These lenses were later interpreted as 
the result of agricultural activities, the intensity of which in this area became evident once C.201 was 
fully removed.  

Ploughmarks 

Two sections (C.203 and 205) of a well defined N-S oriented shallow ploughmark were identified in 
the NW half of Tr. 2, to the NW and to the SE of the stone path (C.202) respectively. The two 
segments of ploughmark, 0.88 and 1.8m long respectively, were filled by stiff light-grey sandy-silt 
containing dark brown flecks (C.204 and 206). The ploughmark appears to be the most recent 
archaeological feature in Tr. 2, post-dating the stone path C.202, of which it seemingly displaced one 
or more of the big stones at the NW margin. The three lenses of yellow-grey sandy silt observed 
within C.201 are probably the result of the same relatively recent ploughing activity indicated by 
C.203 and 205. Two linear features (C.212 and 214) presenting the same orientation as C.203 and 
205 were investigated in the E corner of Tr. 2. These two features were revealed to be significantly 
deeper than the ploughmark (see Dwg. 205) and filled by completely different material (C.213 and 
215; see below) and were interpreted as older furrows.  

Structural features 

- Stone path 

A 2m long section of a NE-SW oriented stone path (C.202), consisting of a single course of irregular 
stones, was found under C.201, at a depth of c. 0.24m, close to the NW edge of Tr. 2 (Fig. 8). Most of 
the stones are over 0.20m in diameter. The joints between them contained some cobbles and 
pebbles. The stones forming the NW and the SE margins of the path were larger and more regularly 
laid. The NW side had a gap caused by the action of a plough (C.203). The path is 1.12m wide 
narrowing to 0.85m where the edge has been disturbed. C.202 appears to represent the NE-SW 
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anomaly identified during the geophysical survey and continuing beyond the NE and SW limits of the 
trench apparently aligned on the cross/cairn (SMR WI023-026), located just c. 20m to the NE of Tr. 2. 
During the reinstatement of the site after excavation this stone path was constructed before 
backfilling. 

 

Figure 8: LUG10, Trench 1. Mid-excavation. Overview of stone pavement (C.202) and alignment with 
cross base (SMR WI023-026). 

- Stone pavement, possible 

Another possible, partial paved surface (C.217) was uncovered close to the S corner of Tr. 2 (Fig. 9). 
The surface, lying under just 0.2m of topsoil, was formed by a NE-SW oriented roughly dressed stone 
block, smaller subangular stones and some cobbles protruding from the NW baulk of Tr. 2 (Ph. 479). 
The upper face of the block lies at  0.20–0.25m higher than C.202 and roughly at the same level as 
the extensive portion of paved surface (C.302) exposed, at a distance of c. 1m, in Test Pit 3 (T.P. 3) 
(Ph. 549). In all likelihood C.217 equates to C.302 but with no clear relationship to C.202. 

 

 

Figure 9: LUG10, Trench 1, mid excavation: possible fragment of pavement, C.217. 
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Furrows 

A NNW-SSE furrow or shallow ditch (C.207=209) runs across the length of Tr. 2. In section, the cut, 
which is c. 0.2m deep, has a sharp top break-of-slope, gradual bottom break-of-slope and a roughly 
flat base (Dwg. 205). C.207=209 is filled by a soft, mid-brown sandy silt with some charcoal flecks 
(C.208=210). The furrow, which runs without interruption under both C.202 and 217 (Dwg. 206), is 
the only agricultural feature earlier than the two stone surfaces. Two shallower linear features 
(C.212 and 214)with a slightly different alignment (N-S) were investigated in the E corner of Tr. 2 
(see above). C.212 and 214 were filled by soft, mid-brown sandy-silt (C.213 and 215, respectively) 
similar to C.207=209 and can also be interpreted as furrows, probably contemporary with 
C.207=209. 

 Buried soil 

- C.211 and C.216 

A compact dark-grey sandy-silt deposit (C.211) with some charcoal flecks occurred in the central part 
of Tr. 2, immediately to the SE of C.202. The deposit, cut by C.207=209 was linear in plan with a 
bulging E margin and a NNW-SSE orientation. This context was not excavated. Another deposit 
(C.216)with the same characteristics in terms of compaction, colour and composition, occupied most 
of the S corner of Tr. 2. The deposit had an irregular shape in plan and was cut by C.207=209, 212 
and 214. In section the deposit had irregular upper and lower boundaries and thickened towards the 
SW (from 0.04–0.16m in Dwg. 204). C.211 and 216 in addition to C.255 identified in Test Pit 1 (T.P. 1) 
and C.304 in Test Pit 3, can be interpreted as portions of a buried soil removed elsewhere by later 
agricultural and development activities. 

- C.218 

A loose light grey-orange, sandy-silt with some gravel extended across Tr. 2 (C.218). In section the 
layer thickened towards SW (from 0.14 to 0.25m in Dwg. 204). C.218 was cut by all the linear 
features investigated in Tr. 2. 

- C.220, C.221, C.222 

A layer of loose yellow-brown, fine sandy-silt was identified in each of the three slots dug to 
investigate the deeper stratigraphy of Tr. 2 (C.222 in Slot. 1, C.221 in Slot 2 and C.220 in Slot 3). In 
Slot 1, where the layer was completely removed, C.222 had very irregular upper and lower 
boundaries and its thickness ranged from 0.02–0.21m (Dwg. 204). In Slots 1 and 2 this layer underlay 
C.218 (Dwg. 204 and 205), while in Slot 3 it was cut by C.207=209.  

- C.219, C.223 

A loose deposit of gravel, coarse sands and cobbles was found at the bottom of Slot 3 (C.219), while 
a loose deposit of gravel and fine brown sand formed the bottom layer of Slot 1 (C.223).  

Artefacts 
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Several artefacts were recovered during the excavation of Trench 2 and with the exception of 
S.F.216 all were recovered from the heavily ploughed and disturbed topsoil. C.201 produced a wide 
range of items, including fragments of iron nails (S.F. 202 and 208), a Victorian penny (S.F. 203), clay 
pipe fragments (S.F. 204), fragments of worked stone (S.F. 207 and 209), a sherd of 19th–20th 
century ceramic (S.F. 215). Two finds date to the medieval occupation of the monastic site of 
Glendalough: a sherd of Leinster cooking ware (S.F. 214: mid-12th–mid-13th century) and a fragment 
of Dublin Type strap handle (S.F. S.F. 210: late-12th–late13th). A well preserved saddle stone in 
granite (0.265 x 0.155 x 0.055 m) was found during the excavation of Slot. 1, within C.218 or 222.  

Test Pit 1 

Test Pit 1 (1 x 1m) was excavated following probing in an attempt to identify the linear geophysical 
anomaly that we had anticipated would be located in Trench 2. Although it did not identify this 
feature it did reveal two substantial negative features (Figs 10–12).  

Under the sod (C.250) a thin water/wind-blown deposit (C.261) overlay deep (>20cm) brown silty-
clay loam formed the modern topsoil (C.251), equivalent to C.201 in Trench 2. This overlay buried 
soil(s) and archaeological features..  

Buried Soils 

Underlying C.251 were a sequence of buried soils. C.255 is the most significant of these, and is a 15–
20cm thick dark-grey, fine sandy-silt with some rooting and iron/manganese deposits, interpreted as 
a buried topsoil. This is clearly visible in section in Figures 10 and 11 and in plan in Figure 12 and may 
be comparable with C.211/216 in Tr. 2. This overlay a sequence of thinner layers, C.256 a yellow-
grey sandy silt with ferrous oxide lenses and rooting pseudomorphs, C.257 is a thin oxidised brown 
layerand C.258 a light grey, apedal clayey-silt layer c. 5cm in depth with an undulating base,. The 
latter is possibly a buried topsoil, or highly reduced/leached deposit. C.259 a c. 15–20cm deep 
apedal brown clayey-silt with occasional charcoal fragments is provisionally interpreted as a lower 
part of an old soil profile (A/B borizon). This sequence suggests at least one buried soil and the 
sequence from C.256–C.259 is presumably comparable to C.220/221/222 in Tr. 2 although larger 
exposures will be required to fully link the contexts. These layers overlay C.260, a yellowish brown, 
sub-angular gravel with coarse mica sand which is interpreted as a waterlain deposit. This is 
presumably equivalent to C.219/223 in Tr. 2. This was not fully excavated.  

C.254 is a thin (c. 5cm) layer of reddish-brown, silty-clay loam at the base of the topsoil (C.252) and 
only visible in the SW facing section of the trench. This may relate to incipient B horizon 
development. However, this layer is cut by one of the archaeological features described below. In 
the NW facing section C.255 has a clear lens of fine sands and gravels on its upper surface.  

Archaeological Features 

Two clear negative features were located in T.P. 1, although given the size of the cutting 
interpretation is necessarily limited.  

C.263 was most clearly defined in the NW facing section (Fig. 10) where it appears as a cut c. 30cm in 
depth with a sloping western side. The width is hard to assess but is c. 50–60cm with a flat base The 
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feature cuts through C.255 (and the gravel lens above it), 256 and 257 and stops at the surface of 
C.259. It is filled with C.262=252. 

C.253 was slightly more irregular and appeared as a narrow slot, with parallel, sloping sides, 
approximately 0.1m wide at the base (Fig. 11). To the east this cut through C.254 and C.255 is clear 
and suggests a depth of c. 25cm. This is not as clear to the west, but assuming the same form, 
suggests a slot approximately 30cm wide. C.253 is filled by a clayey silt loam C.252, very similar to 
the overlying C.251. It is important to note that C.253 is cut through C.254. 

An early plan view of the test pit shows C.253, C.263 and remnants of the buried soil C.255. The 
chronological relationship between C.253 and C.263 is not clear, and it may be that C.253 post-dates 
C.263.  

Discussion 

Test Pit 1 has extended the findings of Trench 1, demonstrating the presence of buried soil horizon/s 
which has been cut by at least one phase of negative features.  

 

 

 

Figure 10: LUG10, Test Pit 1, post-excavation northwest facing section. Substantial negative feature 
C.263 visible cutting C.255 
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Figure 11: LUG10, Test Pit 1, post-excavation southwest facing section. Negative feature C.253 
cutting buried soil C.255. 

 

Figure 12: LUG10, Test Pit 1, mid-excavation facing southeast. Plan view of junction of C.253 and 
C.263 with buried soil C.255 visible in north and east corners. 
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Test Pit 3 

Test Pit 3 (T.P.3) was a narrow slot trench (0.5 x 2m) excavated following probing in an attempt to 
identify the linear geophysical anomaly that we had hoped would be located in Trench 2. The trench 
was only excavated to the upper levels of archaeological deposits and only a summary stratigraphy is 
reported here.  

C.301 was a soft dark-brown, clayey-silt layer c. 0.30–0.40m in depth with some gravel and 
occasional cobbles. It was directly comparable to C.201 and C.252. It overlay two archaeological 
deposits and a possible old land surface. C.302 was a paved surface up to 1m in max dimension 
formed by large slabs of schist, , laid to form a regular path with a well defined edge to the west (Fig. 
13). To the immediate east of C.302 layan area of irregular stone fill/cobbling (C.303) comprised of 
small–medium- (0.20–0.25 m) stones of mixed lithology. This layer was not fully exposed. C.304, 
which underlay all other layers, was a compact dark-grey, charcoal flecked silt, comparable with 
C.255, 211 and 216. A sherd of medieval Dublin ware was found in T.P. 3 at the interface between 
C.301 and C.303. 
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Figure 13: LUG10, Overview of Trench 2, Test Pit 1 and Test Pit 3 from the west (Top) and Test Pit 3, 
photomosaic of pavement C.302 in Test Pit 3 (bottom). 
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Discussion 
Excavations at Glendalough in 2010 were a considerable success. Our aims, of testing the 
geophysical survey of previous years and assessing the preservation and character of possible 
archaeological features have been fulfilled. In some locations, the geophysical survey is clearly 
associated with substantial archaeological features; most notably stone paths of differing sizes. A 
minor problem in displacement of the results may have been identified, and work is ongoing to 
resolve this. In other areas, however, the archaeological manifestation of geophysical anomalies is 
less clear cut. In Trench One, only one of the three anomalies could confidently be identified, 
although even minor off sets here would help explain the difficulty encountered.  

Beyond assessing the geophysical results the excavations have clearly demonstrated the existence of 
an important archaeological complex immediately to the south of the caher. This includes a path, 
seemingly aligned on a cross base, and a pavement. Episodes of agricultural activity are also 
attested, as well larger features such as a large and small ditch. Spatially these are associated with 
Medieval pottery, although all of this material comes from the topsoil. A quern rubber, recovered 
deep in Trench 1, may suggest earlier activity but also demonstrates the potential for preservation 
on site. The clear identification of a buried old land surface is of some significance. Whilst this 
surface may have been truncated in some places, and appears to have water lain materials on top of 
it in others, it suggests the possibility of high quality preservation. 
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Appendix Two: Context Register 
Incorporating Trench 1 (Tr.1), Trench 2 (Tr.2), Test Pit 1 (T.P.1), Test Pit 2 (T.P.2) and Test Pit 3 (T.P.3) 

Context No. Feature Dimensions Trench 

C.101 Topsoil L 6m, Wth 2m, D 0.05m Tr.01 
Description: Dark-brown sandy topsoil. Varying in depth from 0.03–0.05m. Some charcoal flecks, prevalent in 
southern end of trench. 3 percent fine pebble inclusions. Finds include three pieces of glass, two iron nails, 
five sherds of 18th and 19th century pottery.  
Interpretation: Topsoil 

C.102 Archaeological soil L 6m, Wth 2m, D 0.12m-0.15mm Tr.01 
Description: Sandy light grey soil, with orange mottling. Extends through trench, and underlies compact grey 
layer (C.107) and field boundary (C.104) on southern end of trench. 3% inclusions of angular medium sized 
pebbles of schist and quartz. Occasional charcoal flecks of 0.5-1.0cm in width. Sharp change from topsoil. 
Truncated by small ditch (C.103) that abuts field boundary running E-W through trench.  
Interpretation: Soil deposit 

C.103 Ditch L 2m, Wth 0.46m, D 0.1m Tr.01 
Description: cut truncating C.102. Runs in an E-W direction beyond the limits of excavation and filled with 
topsoil (C.101). No finds. Runs parallel to and abuts southern edge of field boundary.  
Interpretation: Small ditch, possibly dug to provide clay for the construction of bank. 

C.104 Bank L 2m, Wth 1.05m, D 0.1m Tr.01 
Description: Bank running in an E-W direction beyond the limits of excavation. Higher towards the centre and 
composed of a sandy brown/grey soil, with 3% fine pebble inclusions, very similar to C.102.  
Interpretation: Field boundary constructed from sods/soil possibly taken from the abutting ditch (C.103) or 
from within the immediate vicinity.  

C.107 Archaeological soil L 4m, Wth m, D 0.5-0.10mm Tr.01 
Description: Compacted grey soil with orange mottling and 25% fine sand content with occasional pebbles. 
Abrupt change from topsoil (C.101).Occurs on northern side of the bank (C.104) and extends beyond the 
limits of excavation. Very uneven surface on top of layer. 
Interpretation: Compacted redeposited soil layer. 

C.109 Natural L 6m, Wth m, D 0.15-0.25mm Tr.01 
Description: Gravel and sand layer extending through trench underlying C.101, C.102, C.103 and C.104. 30% 
medium sand content. 60% angular gravels mainly of mica schist, all under 1cm in size. 10% sub-rounded and 
angular small boulders (15 x 25cm largest size) and cobbles of schist and quartz. Sharp change from grey soil 
(C.102). Boulders and large stone seem to be imbricated consistently at a 30% angle indicating contemporary 
deposition. 
Interpretation: Gravel and sand layer, very similar in make up to current beach. Possibly represents a beach 
associated with a higher water level in lake. 

C.110 Natural L 2m, Wth m, D 0.05m Tr.01 
Description: Thin lense of loose yellow and orange coarse sand. 40% fine pebble and small (less than 10mm) 
angular pieces of mica schist inclusions. Extends through trench.  
Interpretation: Natural 

C.111 Natural L 2m, Wth m, D 0.13m Tr.01 
Description: Dark-grey silt layer, with orange mottling. Water deposited. Lines of oxidation and rooting 
present. Quite compacted, no stone. Sharp change from C.110. 
Interpretation: Natural 
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Context No. Feature Dimensions Trench 

C.112 Natural L 2m, Wth m, D 0.15m-0.24mm Tr.01 
Description: Grey silt layer, lighter than C.111 and not as compacted. 30% fine sand. 1% fine pebble inclusions. 
Some oxidation. 3 possible flecks of residual charcoal in eastern section near northern balk of trench. Cut by 
C.113 and C.114 
Interpretation: Natural 

C.113 Natural L 2m, Wth m, D 0.15m Tr.01 
Description: Loose light brown/red sandy layer with 15% fine rounded pebble inclusions. Cuts C.112 and ends 
in an extended V shape 0.4m from the northern balk. Sharp change from C.112. 
Interpretation: Natural 

C.114 Natural L 1.35m, Wth m, D 0.08m Tr.01 
Description: Lense of rolled gravel with small pieces of mica schist. 70% fine pebbles, 30% medium mica 
pebbles. Sharp change from C.113 
Interpretation: Natural 

C.115 Natural L 1.4m, Wth m, D 0.1m Tr.01 
Description: Domed shaped layer of very loose coarse mica sand. Sharp change from C.112. 70% coarse sand, 
30% grey silty-clay. 
Interpretation: Natural 

C.116 Natural L 0.7m, Wth m, D 0.1m Tr.01 
Description: Loose grey silt, with high (40%) fine sand content. Gradual merge with C.112. 
Interpretation: Natural 

C.117 Topsoil L 1m, Wth m, D 0.05m T.P.2 
Description: Dark-brown sandy topsoil. Varying in depth from 0.03–0.05m. Some charcoal flecks and 
occasional fine pebble inclusions. (see C.101) 
Interpretation: Topsoil 

C.118 Archaeological soil L 1m, Wth m, D 0.05m T.P.2 
Description: Compacted grey soil with orange mottling and 25% fine sand content with occasional pebbles. 
Abrupt change from topsoil (C.101). (see c.107) 
Interpretation: Compacted redeposited soil layer. 

C.119 Archaeological soil L 1m, Wth m, D 0.22m T.P.2 
Description: Sandy light grey soil, with orange mottling. 3% inclusions of angular medium sized pebbles of 
schist and quartz with occasional charcoal flecks of 0.5-1.0cm in width. (see C.102) 
Interpretation: Soil deposit 

C.120 Natural L 1m, Wth m, D 0.5m T.P.2 
Description: Gravel layer, with large and medium size cobbles. (see C.109) 
Interpretation: Gravel layer 

C.201 Topsoil L 5m, Wth 2m, D 0.45m Tr.02 
Description: Soft dark-brown clayey silt layer with some gravel and rare cobbles. It is thick between 0.44 (SE 
end of Tr. 2) and 0.24 m (NW end). 
Interpretation: Topsoil 

C.202 Path L 2m, Wth 1.2m, D 0.17m Tr.02 
Description: NE-SW oriented strip of surface consisting of a single course of irregular stones, continuing 
beyond the NE and SW limits of Tr. 2. Most of the stones are over 0.20 m in diameter. The joints among them 
host some cobbles and pebbles. The stones forming the NW and the SE margins of the surface are bigger and 
are arranged in a more regular way. The NW margin presents a gap close to NE limit of Tr. 2  
Interpretation: Section of stone path. Toward NE, the path seems to point to a cross/cairn (SMR WI023-026) 
located just c. 20 metres away. 
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Context No. Feature Dimensions Trench 

C.203 Ploughmarks L 0.9m, Wth 0.2m, D ---m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of N-S narrow linear feature at the N corner of Tr. 2. 
Interpretation: Cut of plough mark, probable continuation of C.205. Plough mark C.203 is likely to be the 
cause of the gap (one or more missing stones) along the NW margin of stone path C.202. 

C.204 Ploughmarks L 0.9m, Wth 0.2m, D ---m Tr.02 
Description: Stiff light-grey sandy-silt fill with dark-brown flecks. The feature, located at the N corner of Tr. 2, 
has a narrow linear shape in plan and presents a N-S orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of plough mark, probable continuation of C.206 

C.205 Ploughmarks L 1.85m, Wth 0.2m, D 0.07m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of N-S narrow linear feature immediately to the SE of stone path 202. In section the cut 
features sharp-to-gradual top and bottom breaks-of-slope and a roughly flat base. 
Interpretation: Cut of plough mark, probable continuation of C.203.  

C.206 Ploughmarks L 1.85m, Wth 0.2m, D 0.07m Tr.02 
Description: Stiff light grey sandy-silt fill with dark-brown flecks. The feature, located immediately to the SE of 
stone path 202, has a narrow linear shape in plan and presents a N-S orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of plough mark, probable continuation of C.204 

C.207 Furrow L 5.2m, Wth 0.4m, D 0.2m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of NNW-SSE linear feature running across the whole length of Tr. 2. In section the cut 
features sharp top break-of-slope, gradual bottom break-of-slope and a roughly flat base. 
Interpretation: Cut of deep furrow or shallow ditch 

C.208 Furrow L 5.2m, Wth 0.4m, D 0.2m Tr.02 
Description: Soft mid-brown sandy-silt fill with some charcoal flakes. The feature, which runs across the whole 
length of Tr. 2, has a linear shape in plan and presents a NNW-SSE orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of deep furrow or shallow ditch 

C.209 Furrow L 5.2m, Wth 0.4m, D 0.2m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of NNW-SSE linear feature running across the whole length of Tr. 2. In section the cut 
features sharp top break-of-slope, gradual bottom break-of-slope and a roughly flat base. 
Interpretation: Cut of deep furrow or shallow ditch 

C.210 Furrow L 5.2m, Wth 0.4m, D 0.2m Tr.02 
Description: Soft mid-brown sandy-silt fill with some charcoal flakes. The feature, which runs across the whole 
length of Tr. 2, has a linear shape in plan and presents a NNW-SSE orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of deep furrow or shallow ditch 

C.211 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 0.26m, D ---m Tr.02 
Description: Compact dark-grey sandy-silt deposit with some charcoal flakes. The deposit presents a linear 
shape in plan with a bulging E margin and a NNW-SSE orientation. 
Interpretation: Deposit C.211 and deposit C.216, very similar to each other, could be interpreted as surviving 
portions of a buried soil otherwise destroyed by later agricultural and development activities. 

C.212 Furrow L 3m, Wth 0.37m, D 0.08m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of N-S linear feature running across the SE half of Tr. 2, approximately in parallel with c. 214. 
In section the cut presents sharp top break-of-slope and concave base. 
Interpretation: Cut of furrow 

C.213 Furrow L 3m, Wth 0.37m, D 0.08m Tr.02 
Description: Soft mid-brown sandy-silt fill. The feature, which runs across the SE half of Tr. 2, has a linear 
shape in plan and presents a N-S orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of furrow 
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Context No. Feature Dimensions Trench 

C.214 Furrow L 2.15m, Wth 0.22m, D 0.16m Tr.02 
Description: Cut of N-S linear feature running across the E corner of Tr. 2, approximately in parallel with C.212. 
In section the cut presents sharp top break-of-slope and concave base. 
Interpretation: Cut of furrow 

C.215 Furrow L 2.15m, Wth 0.22m, D 0.16m Tr.02 
Description: Soft mid-brown sandy-silt fill. The feature, which runs across the E corner of Tr. 2, has a linear 
shape in plan and presents a N-S orientation. 
Interpretation: Fill of furrow 

C.216 Buried soil L 1.8m, Wth 1m, D 0.25m Tr.02 
Description: Compact dark-grey sandy-silt deposit with some charcoal flakes. The deposit presents an irregular 
shape in plan and is cut by furrows C.207=209, C.212 and C.214. In section the deposit presents irregular 
upper and lower margins, and thickens towards SW (from 0.04–0.16m in Sect. 204). 
Interpretation: Deposit C.216 and deposit C.211, very similar to each other, could be interpreted as surviving 
portions of a buried soil otherwise destroyed by later agricultural and development activities. 

C.217 Path L 0.62m, Wth 0.34m, D 0.15m Tr.02 
Description: Surface formed by a NE-SW oriented roughly dressed stone block, smaller subangular stones and 
some cobbles protruding from the NW baulk of Tr. 2. The upper face of the block lies at 133.91 OD, 0.2–0.25 
higher than the surface of stone path 202 and roughly at the same level as paved surface C.302 in T.P.3. 
Interpretation: Stone pavement, probable continuation of the paved surface C.302 exposed in the adjacent 
T.P. 3.  

C.218 Buried soil L 5m, Wth 2m, D 0.25m Tr.02 
Description: Loose light grey-orange sandy-silt deposit with some gravel. It extended to the whole Tr. 2 
Interpretation: Buried soil. SF 216 (saddle stone) comes from C.218 or C.222 

C.219 Buried soil L 0.5m, Wth 0.35m, D 0.29m Tr.02 
Description: Loose deposit of gravel, coarse sands and some cobbles. 
Interpretation: Buried soil 

C.220 Buried soil L 0.72m, Wth 0.38m, D 0.34m Tr.02 
Description: Loose yellow-brown fine sandy-silt deposit 
Interpretation: Buried soil 

C.221 Buried soil L 2.35m, Wth 0.42m, D 0.17m Tr.02 
Description: Loose yellow-brown fine sandy-silt deposit 
Interpretation: Buried soil 

C.222 Buried soil L 1.96m, Wth m, D 0.23m Tr.02 
Description: Loose yellow-brown fine sandy-silt deposit 
Interpretation: Buried soil SF 216 (saddle stone) comes from C.218 or C.222 

C.223 Buried soil L 2m, Wth 0.54m, D 0.34m Tr.02 
Description: Loose deposit of gravel and fine brown sand. 
Interpretation: Buried soil 

C.250 Sod L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Sod 
Interpretation: Sod 

C.251 Topsoil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Loose brown silty-clay loam 
Interpretation: Topsoil 

C.252 Topsoil L m, Wth 0.15m, D 0.2m T.P.1 
Description: Loose brown silty-clay loam 
Interpretation: Fill of feature 
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Context No. Feature Dimensions Trench 

C.253 Ditch L m, Wth 0.15m, D 0.2m T.P.1 
Description: Small cut with v-shaped steep sides and flat base.  
Interpretation: Small ditch 

C.254 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Loose reddish brown silty-clay loam 
Interpretation: Buried soil horizon 

C.255 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Dark-grey fine sandy-silt, mottled and with charcoal/manganese flecking 
Interpretation: buried top soil 

C.256 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: light yellow-grey sandy-silt 
Interpretation: Buried soil horizon 

C.257 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Strong brown apedal silty-clay, oxidised layer 
Interpretation: Buried soil horizon 

C.258 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Light grey apedal clayey silt 
Interpretation: Buried top soil (?) 

C.259 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Brown clayey silt with occasional charcoal 
Interpretation: Buried soil horizon 

C.260 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Yellowish brown gravel with coarse mica sand (gravel subangular) 
Interpretation: Buried soil horizon 

C.261 Buried soil L 1m, Wth 1m, D ---m T.P.1 
Description: Pale brown fine sands and silt.  
Interpretation: Wind/water borne deposit 

C.262 Topsoil L 1m, Wth 0.65m, D 0.6m T.P.1 
Description: Loose brown silty-clay loam 
Interpretation: Fill of feature 

C.263 Ditch L 1m, Wth 0.65m, D 0.6m T.P.1 
Description: Cut feature. Flat base, west side gentle slope, becoming steeper. East side steep. 
Interpretation: Ditch 

C.301 Topsoil L 2.5m, Wth 0.5m, D 0.4m T.P.3 
Description: Soft dark-brown clayey silt layer with some gravel and occasional cobbles. It is 0.3-0.4m in depth 
Interpretation: Topsoil 

C.302 Path L 1.9m, Wth 0.5m, D ---m T.P.3 
Description: Paved surface. Large slabs of schist, up to 1 m in max dimension, laid to form a regular surface 
with a noticeable edge to the W. 
Interpretation: Stone pavement (see also C.217) 

C.303 Path L 40m, Wth 50m, D ---m T.P.3 
Description: Area of irregular stone fill/cobble. Medium-small (0.20-0.25m) pebbles of mixed lithology. Not 
fully exposed. SF 213 (fragment of Dublin Ware) was found at the interface between C.301 and C.303 
Interpretation: Possible foundation of paved surface C.302 

C.304 Buried soil L 40m, Wth 50m, D ---m T.P.3 
Description: Dark-grey silt (see C.255) charcoal flecked. 
Interpretation:  C.302 appeared to be laid on this surface. 
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Appendix Three: Finds Register 
Incorporating Trench 1 (Tr.1), Trench 2 (Tr.2), Test Pit 1 (T.P.1) and Test Pit 3 (T.P.3). No finds were recovered 
from Test Pit 2 (T.P.2). 

Excavation 
Number: 

Context 
Number: 

Small Find 
Number: 

Cutting 
No. 

Material Description 

10E0311 :101 :101 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :102 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of whiteware pottery from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :103 Tr.1 Iron Nail, rectangular in section 

10E0311 :101 :104 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of whiteware pottery from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :105 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :106 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern pottery  

10E0311 :101 :107 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :108 Tr.1 Iron Iron nail from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :109 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass from topsoil 

10E0311 :101 :110 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern pottery  

10E0311 :102 :111 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of whiteware pottery 

10E0311 :102 :112 Tr.1 Glass Rim of green glass bottle 

10E0311 :102 :113 Tr.1 Glass Half rim of a green glass bottle 

10E0311 :102 :114 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :115 Tr.1 Iron Iron nail, very corroded 

10E0311 :102 :116 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 

10E0311 :102 :117 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :118 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :119 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :120 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :121 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 

10E0311 :102 :122 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 

10E0311 :102 :123 Tr.1 Iron Tip of iron nail 

10E0311 :102 :124 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :125 Tr.1 Modern Fragment of red brick 

10E0311 :102 :126 Tr.1 Schist Leaf shaped piece of schist with a V-shaped 
perforation in one corner 

10E0311 :102 :127 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :128 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass from base of 
bottle 

10E0311 :102 :129 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 --- :130 --- --- Cancelled 

10E0311 :102 :131 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :132 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :133 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :134 Tr.1 Glass Small fragment of green glass 

10E0311 :102 :135 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :102 :136 Tr.1 Iron Tip of iron nail 

10E0311 :102 :137 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 
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Cont.      

Excavation 
Number: 

Context 
Number: 

Small Find 
Number: 

Cutting 
No. 

Material Description 

10E0311 :102 :138 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 

10E0311 :104 :139 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern whiteware 

10E0311 :104 :140 Tr.1 Iron Iron nail 1.7cm long with rectangular cross-
section 

10E0311 :104 :141 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of modern pottery, blue glaze 

10E0311 :104 :142 Tr.1 Iron Iron nail 

10E0311 :107 :143 Tr.1 Ceramic Fragment of stoneware, with brown glaze 

10E0311 :107 :144 Tr.1 Metal (unident) Possible slag 

10E0311 :107 :145 Tr.1 Metal (unident) Possible slag 

10E0311 :107 :146 Tr.1 Metal (unident) Possible slag 

10E0311 :201 :201 Tr.2 Metal (unident) small fragment of metal (?) with a concave 
groove 

10E0311 :201 :202 Tr.2 Iron head of iron nail 

10E0311 :201 :203 Tr.2 Metal alloy Coin (Victorian penny) from NE corner of Tr. 2 

10E0311 :201 :204 Tr.2 Clay Fragments of clay pipe 

10E0311 :201 :205 Tr.2 Iron Iron lump 

10E0311 :201 :206 Tr.2 Ceramic Fragments of ceramic 

10E0311 :201 :207 Tr.2 Stone(unident) Fragment of worked sandstone 

10E0311 :201 :208 Tr.2 Iron Piece of iron nail 

10E0311 :201 :209 Tr.2 Stone(unident) Possibly worked stone fragment 

10E0311 :201 :210 Tr.2 Ceramic Fragment of medieval strap handle (Dublin 
Type) 

10E0311 :301 :211 T.P.3 Ceramic Fragment of ceramic from topsoil in Test Pit 3 

10E0311 :301 :212 T.P.3 Glass Fragment of glass from topsoil in Test Pit 3 

10E0311 :301 :213 T.P.3 Ceramic Fragment of ceramic (Dublin ware) from 
topsoil in Test Pit 3 at interface of C.303 and 
C.301 

10E0311 :201 :214 Tr.2 Ceramic Fragment of ceramic (Leinster cooking ware) 

10E0311 :201 :215 Tr.2 Ceramic Fragment of china ceramic with white & red 
pattern 

10E0311 218 or 
222 

:216 Tr.3 Granite Saddle stone (0.26x15.5x5.5) 

10E0311 :261 :217 T.P.1 Glass Fragment of glass from topsoil in Test Pit 1 
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