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This work operates in the back yards of old Dublin - the conservation zones of terraced red

brick I 9th-century houses - restoring the existing fabric while reconfiguring and modifying 

an organisation to reconcile it with a new intervention. 

Whereas one imagines, in times past. the entrance halls as extensions of the street. 

leading onto private front-room parlours, today the street is shunned in favour of the newly 

constructed rear landscape of kitchen, garden, terrace and patio. The service spaces of the 

old house - the coal bunker, shed, yard and pantry - appear redundant. In the new domes

tic, the service zone has become repressed, invisible, integrated, and somehow seamless 

with the fabric of the house itself. Lighting is recessed, heating incorporated into the sub

floor, the utilitarian prescription of the bathroom removed. 

Perhaps the most intriguing element of these Victorian houses remains the up-and

down sash window. Infinitely versatile, with its double slipped screen and concealed reveal 

shutters, it effortlessly mediates between inside and out. Turned through 90° to the hori

zontal, this sash door becomes the chosen intermediary and interface between house and 

garden. 

I - Belgrave Square, Dublin 6 

This project on Belgrave Square called for the ren

ovation of an existing listed two-storey-over-gar

den-level, late-Victorian red-brick terraced house, 

with an addition to the rear. The extended lower

ground floor provides a new kitchen and dining 

area. This reconfiguration of the existing basement 

area establishes a strong relationship, by means of 

a sunken terrace, with the garden beyond. Granite was used throughout the lower-ground 

floor, with the exception of the iroko study. The stone extends out to form the terrace, with 

steps leading up to the garden level. The original relocated garden steps, housed external

ly within the volume of the addition, are reused to provide access to the upper-ground 

floor, and simultaneously provide the main living rooms with a direct connection to the 

garden. A large glazed iroko sliding screen mediates between inside and outside, the vari

ous configurations offering different relationships with the patio beyond. 

Area - 240m' . Stage - completed 2002. 
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BELGRAVE SQUARE 

Lower-ground, ground 

and first-fl oor plans 
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d and first-floor Groun 
plans 
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Ground and first-floor 

plans 

(see interior photos on 
page IOI) 



2 - Longwood Avenue, Dublin 8 

This project on Longwood Avenue called for the 

internal remodification of an end-of-terrace, two

storey-over-garden-level, mid-Victorian house. A 

generous living and dining area is provided on the 

upper-ground-floor level that opens to a raised, 

west-facing terrace outside. Timber steps create a 

link with the garden below. Above, two bedrooms 

and a bathroom <ilre accommodated in the plan . The stairwell is roof-lit. An iroko floor is 

laid as a continuous surface throughout the house, folding over the island unit and form

ing the backsplash to the adjacent counter top. 

Area - I 55m' . Stage - completed 2002. 

3 - Ormond Road, Dublin 6 

This project on Ormond Road called for the refur

bishment of an early Victorian house, the addition 

of a garden room, and the reworking of the south

west-facing garden to provide a terrace. The addi

tion is read as a box, and is clad in satin-anodised 

aluminium panels. There is a continuity of expres

sion so that large sliding screens read as walls. and 

vice versa. Fixed glass screens are placed between these solid panels, and complete the 

enclosure. It was our intention to allow, between void and glass screen, a spatial flow from 

the dining area, through the kitchen, into the garden room. A retaining wall runs across the 

garden, forming the wall of the terrace and the garden room. The sliding screens can be 

manoeuvred into different positions, depending on use and light. 

Area - 165m' Stage - completed 2002. 

ASSESSORS' COMMENTS 

SUDJIC - This is obviously the work of an architect who has a real sensibility. It explores 

the relationship of new with old, substituting openness for constriction. It's archi

tecture of real quality. 

~RADY - l think that the corner detail !in Belgrave Square I would work better opening onto 

a garden rather than a concrete wall two metres away. There is not enough space to 

make it viable. But all the houses are beautifully detailed. I like the way they use the 

same kind of details. It's very cool and clean. 
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TURPIN - Taken as a trio . these extensions to Victorian houses do add up to something 

quite interesting. They are a commitment almost to a change in the way we live -

reworking the solution of a big open-to-the-garden living area at the rear ofth~ 

house - and they're doing it very well. However, I have a reservation about the fact 

that the kitchen is in the dark patch in all of them. My own personal preference 

would be to have the kitchen/eating area out in the garden room . 

SUDJIC - But how do you put the kitchen with the garden in some of these cases? 

HUTTON - You can look out of this huge window as you do the cooking and as people run 

around the table. I think this is absolutely fine in terms of planning. 

TURPIN -True. I find Longwood Avenue in a way the least interesting. That isn 't an exten

sion; it's just sort of gutting a small house. I'm more interested in the idea of a 

whole new element at the back of the other two houses. 

SU DJ IC - I find that concrete staircase at the back pregnant. 

TURPIN - Pregnant? 

SUDJIC- ... with possibility. 

WALKER - I like the way the stairs comes down onto that back wall !in Belgrave Square!. 

and how that whole corner opens up to a concrete wall. 

SU DJ IC - I think this is a very high level of intervention. I just wonder why they combined 

the three projects as a single entry. It suggests a certain sense of anxiety. But that 

corner I in Belgrave Square I is a very beautiful thing. 

BRADY - It's quality work we're looking at here, with consistently good detailing. But I don't 

like that corner at all. If that was open garden, I think there would be a sense of 

. · ·\ ·.. opening up, but opening up a whole window to a blank concrete wall.. 

' · 

·sU°DJIC - Walls are beautiful. The idea of rising up concrete out of the ground is very pow

erful. To make something with this level of power in the back garden of a suburban 

terraced house is remarkable . It's monumentalising a banal, everyday experience. I 

think that's a very strong piece. 
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DESIGN TEAM - Dermot Boyd, Peter Cody, Jim Corbett. 
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