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Investigation of Tuberculosis Outbreaks 

Training Courses for Veterinary Inspectors 

The field investigation of outhreaks o f 
tuhcrculosis have been identified as an 
integral component of the Bovine 
Tuberculosis Eradication Programme by the 
various parties involved. The main 
functions of such investigations are: 

a. 

b. 

To provide information that can he 
used in the control and eradica tion o f 
disease at individual farm and area 
level. 

To provide information that can 
assist in the formulation of policy at 
national level. 

The field investigation procedure can he 
complex in nature, involving a high level of 
skill and organisation and requiring a good 
knowledge of hasic epidemiological 
concepts. A number of training courses for 
Veterinary Inspectors (Vi's) have been 
organised by the Tuberculosis Investigation 
Unit with a view to further improving the 
quality of these investigations. 

The objectives of these courses are 

a. 

b. 

To equip the Vi's to carry out 
field investigations on tubcrculos is 
outhrcaks so that they arc better able 
to reach a conclusion regarding the 
most probable source of the outbreak 
and thereby recommend appropriate 
prevention and control measures at 
farm level. 

To enable the Vi's to analyse 
accumulated data from their own 
dis trict and to formulate control 
measures based on local findings. 
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The courses have the following components : 

a. Methodologies for field investigations 
at farm level. 

(i) Ovciview of the field 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

investigation procedure. 
Description of an appropriate 
procedure for investigating a 
tuberculosis outbreak. 
Demonstration o f the use of this 
procedure in a particular outbreak. 
Writing a report on a field 
investigation and drawing up of a 
management plan. 

b. Introduction to epidemiological principles 
and methods. 

(i) Measuring disease frequencies -
incidence, prevalence etc. 

(ii) Methods for describing tempora l 
and spatial relationships in 
disease. 

(iii) Detecting subcl inical d isease with 
screening tests . 

c . Analysis of field inves tigation data at 
district level. 

(i) Procedures for collecting 
information. 

(ii) Analysis of information using the 
Epi-Info progra mme. 

d. Methodologies on obtaining in formation 
from and advising farmers on disease 
management and prevention. 

A comprehens ive manual on outhreak 
investigation and a new epidemiology form 
for recording information co llected during 
investigations have been prepared as part of 
the training programme. 

Tuhcrculosis Invest ig<tt ion Unit, UCO 



Ongoing support 1s provided by the 
Tuberculosis Investigation Unit to the 
participating Vi's following the completion 
of the courses, and eight of these Vi's have 
participated to-date with members of the 
Unit in specific research projects. 
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