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Introduction 

The Tuberculosis Investigation Unit was establi shed by ERAD in co-operation with 
T eagasc in May, 1989 as part of the National Strategic Plan for the Eradication of 
Tubercu los is in Cattle. 

The purpose of the Unit is to investigate the factors which militate against the 
eradication of tuberculosis in cattle at the national or regional levels and to identify 
means of improving the present rate of eradication. 

The objective of the Unit is to manage and analyse re trospective and concurrent data 
rel ating to the occurrence of tuberculosis in cattle so as to define those fac tors which are 
responsi ble for the emergence or recuITence of infection and to identify ways of 
eliminating or otherwise controlling these factors. 

This publication is a collection of papers presented in summary form which describe 
projects undertaken by members of the Tuberculosis Investigation Unit during 1998 and 
comprises the ninth report of the Unit. 

This report includes summaries of breakdown patterns of tuberculosis in cattle based 
upon analyses of episodes of the disease. Other studies on the application of 
Geographical Information S ystems (GIS) in the control of tuberculosis, brucel losis 
(contagious abortion) in cattle and bovine spongiform encephalopathy are included. 
Particul ar attention has been given to the significance of contiguity in outbreaks of 
tuberculosis and brucellosis in cattle. Fm1her detail s are given of an extended study on 
the interactions between badgers and cattle in four designated areas, which is now in its 
third year. 

An investigative procedure for brucellosis outbreaks in cattle which has been developed 
in assoc iation with a number of Distric t Veterinary Office is described. 

A list of current Associate Members of the Unit is presented in Appendix I. 

As this is the Unit 's tenth year in operation , a li st of the Selected Papers published by the 
Tuberculosis Investigation Unit is included as an Appendix. 
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