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 Extent of Sexual Violence in Ireland 
 
 Lot of Victims – Lot of Perpetrators – Where are 

they?  
 
 Individual / Psychological Perspectives  
 
 Dynamic Perspectives…. 
 
 Social / Sociological Perspectives ….. 
 
 Responses 



 
 30.3% Irish Females, 23.6% Irish Males - 

sexual abuse in childhood  
 
 25.6% Irish Females, 12.4% of Irish Males - 

sexual assault in adulthood 
 

 42% females and 28% males sexual 
violence over life-time (SAVI, 2002: xxxii) 
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Presentation Notes
Sexual crime is a highly under-reported form of personal violence and therefore the true prevalence of sexual crime is unknown.
However, by any standards this represents a significant public health and public policy concern




 Lot of Victims 
       1: 2.5 females;  
        1: 4 males…… 

 
 Lot of Perpetrators 
  Estimate:  6% of men sexually abuse 
 minors….. (Marshall UK and Hanson 
 Canada) 
 
   1% Sexual Offenders imprisoned 
  



 Adult Sexual Assault: 1% of Irish male victims; 
7.8%  Irish female victims reported to An Gardaí 

 
 Child Sexual Abuse: 1% of male victims and 

10% of female victims reported 
  
 14% in other jurisdictions 
 
 2007 18% of Rape Crisis Network Ireland 

(RCNI) service users reported, 2009,  27% and 
2011 30% 
 



 
 Attrition rates Increase [decline in sexual violence cases 

prosecuted e.g. in rape cases 73% in 1977; 19.5% 2007;  
15% in 2012 (Lovett and Kelly, 2009; CSO, 2014)  
 

 The proportion of Garda recorded sexual offences 
leading to court proceedings declined markedly during 
the period 2003-2012  
 

 Conviction rate low [100 cases of rape, 8 convicted] 
(Hanley et al, 2010) [Just over 2% rape cases 2007 
resulted in conviction] (2006) Ireland 20 out of 22 
European countries  
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Presentation Notes
The SAVI report revealed that just 1% of Irish male victims of adult sexual assault had reported their experiences to An Gardaí. The reporting rate
for Irish female victims of adult sexual assault was higher (7.8%) but still very low.The same research found that child sexual abuse was reported
to An Gardaí by just 1% of male victims and 10% of female victims. An average reporting rate for sexual violence of 14% has been found for other
common law jurisdictions
We can also point to statistics that suggest that the reporting rate to police of sexual violence may have increased since the date of the
SAVI report; in 2007 18% of Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI) service users made a report to the police, in 2009 the proportion of service users
making a police report increased to 27%and in 2011 this proportion increased again to 30%
In Ireland the increase in the number of reported rape cases has been accompanied by a decline in the proportion of cases prosecuted. In 1977, 73% of reported rape cases were prosecuted whereas in 2007, 20% of rapes reported to An Garda Síochána were prosecuted. Recent statistics indicate that the number of sexual crimes recorded by An Garda Síochána increased by over 50% between 2008 and 2012. Relevant proceedings were taken for 317 of the 2117 (15%) sexual offences recorded in 2012; The proportion of Garda recorded sexual offences leading to court proceedings declined markedly during the
period 2003-2012, the largest decline was in the proportion of recorded sexual assaults leading to court proceedings; sexual assaults are the
largest category of sexual offences
Research has indicated that conviction rates for rape in Ireland are low; in 2006 Ireland ranked 20 out of 22 European countries in terms
of conviction rates for rape with only England and Wales and Scotland
having lower conviction rates11. Case tracking of a sample of 100 Irish
cases of rape revealed that although in three quarters of the cases
a suspect was identified only 18 suspects were charged and only
16 proceeded to trial of which 8 were ultimately convicted. When a
suspect had been identified cases failed to proceed primarily because
of evidential deficits or because the case was withdrawn by the victim.
Evidential deficits were especially common in situations when the victim
had consumed alcohol, the victim had a mental illness and/or the suspect
was known to the victim12. Research by Hanly et al. also highlighted that
a very significant proportion of both complainants and suspects in cases
of sexual violence had consumed alcohol prior to the offence and most
of these had been ‘binge drinking’. The same research found that only 2
complaints (out of 78) of rape made by persons with a mental illness were
prosecuted and no convictions were secured
In Ireland except in ‘wholly exceptional’ cases
a conviction of rape will attract a custodial sentence and indeed ‘a
sentence of less than three years is highly unusual in the context of rape
even where the accused pleaded guilty at an early stage’14. Research
indicates that the median tariff imposed for rape is a sentence of 3-8 years
imprisonment with punishments above the mean ranging from 9-14 years
and for crimes of exceptional gravity from 15 years to life imprisonment15.
These findings are broadly consistent with the findings of earlier research
which indicated that the average length of sentence for rape in Ireland
was 9 years and 3 months Rape is the most serious sexual offence and
we can expect that less serious offences will attract a lower tariff.



 
 Evidential deficits or case withdrawn by the victim 
 
 Evidential deficits especially common in situations where 

(1) the victim had consumed alcohol, (2) the victim had a 
mental illness and/or (3) the suspect was known to the 
victim (Hanley et al) 

 
 Except in ‘wholly exceptional’ cases a conviction of rape 

will attract a custodial sentence  
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cases failed to proceed primarily because of …..
Case tracking of a sample of 100 Irish
cases of rape revealed that although in three quarters of the cases
a suspect was identified only 18 suspects were charged and only
16 proceeded to trial of which 8 were ultimately convicted. 
the median tariff imposed for rape is a sentence of 3-8 years imprisonment; punishments above the mean range from 9-14 years and for crimes of exceptional gravity from 15 years to life imprisonment.
Broadly consistent with the findings of earlier research
   which indicated that the average length of sentence for          rape in Ireland was 9 years and 3 months




 
 

 Who are the Perpetrators? 
 Where are the Perpetrators? 

 
 People we know 
 In Communities 

 
 Them or Us?…. Them and Us…. 

 
 
 



  
 Victim                                    Offender  

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Bystander  



 Low Empathy for Victim 
 
 Cognitive Distortions – about women and children 
 
 Deviant Sexual Preferences 
 
 Attachment, Intimacy Deficits and Emotional 

Loneliness 
 
 Poor Emotional Regulation…. Anger, depression, 

Anxiety 
 
 



 Power and Control 
 Anger (Men who rape) – Pseudo –sexual crime  
 
 Clumsy ‘Attempt’ at Intimacy 
 
 Opportunity 
 
 ‘Grooming’….. 

 
 Always know what they are doing-  Always a 

decision - Rational Choice 



 Discourse: Changing Understanding of The Perpetrator 
 

 Creation of Types: Identity Totalized – Behaviour and 
Personhood construed as Evil/Sick (The Role of 
Professionals and the Media)  

 
 Labelling, Shame, Classifications and Stigma – wipes 

out man’s entire social and personal profile 
 

 Social Violence…. As Context…. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benign molesters, “a species of defective” individuals, known to all and not doing much harm, child sexual offenders are now seen as evil sex ‘friends’ who possess the most dangerous and sophisticated criminal intellects
Child sexual offenders are also thought to have access to the latest form of technology and communication (Jenkins, 1998: 18) and to operate in ‘rings’.
once seen as a “harmlessly inadequate”, is now referred to as a “dangerous predator” 
posing danger to every child in all situations and their behaviour and personhood is often little removed from the worst multiple killers and torturers

tensions between individualisation and ‘types’ and the techniques that are used in certain disciplines, such as psychology, medicine, social work and criminology, in order to produce information about individuals, which is then subsequently used to identify and govern others of the same ‘type’.
as soon as a person is formally or informally judged to be a ‘sex offender’ or ‘child abuser’, he is socially classified under that heading only. O’Malley, (1998: 1) argues that the attachment of one of these labels has the effect of wiping out the offender’s entire social and personal profile. As soon as a man becomes classified as a sex offender his earlier achievements and social contributions are deemed irrelevant. 
Such classifications, which are often based on psychiatric categorizations, lead to marginalisation and demonising of individual men. The sexual offender’s offending behaviour is disapproved of and also his very personhood is construed as evil (Hudson, 2005: 30). The man’s identity becomes totalised as an abuser – an identity description from which there is no escape, no matter what else in life he does to make good, including never abusing again.


If traditional views of power are based on ideas of domination by individuals or groups, such as in feminist understanding of gender hegemony and patriarchal social structures (Herman, 1981: 177; Mercer and Simmonds, 2001: 171; Cowburn and Dominelli, 2001: 401; Kelly, 1997: 10), modern power is  located in the strategies and techniques employed to bring forth consensus (Lukes, 2005). In producing ‘apparent’ consensus on a topic, by silencing certain voices and rendering invisible the power forces at play, a cultural narrative emerges that offers a very narrow range to the public discourse. 
‘Grooming’ Both traditional and modern practices of power must be kept to the fore in understanding how child sexual abuse comes to be and how it comes to be understood
media templates are routinely used to emphasise only one clear perspective, to serve as rhetorical shorthand/shortcut, and to help audiences and producers place stories in ‘a particular’ context. These templates have a threefold effect: (a) they shape narratives around specific issues, (b) they guide public opinion and discussion, and (c) they set the frame of reference for the future (Kitzinger, 1999, 2000). 





 Public discourse one of Retribution….but evidential 
threshold and adversarial system limits justice 
responses for victims, accountability for perpetrators and 
healing for both….. 

 
 Risk management and Public Protection / Notification 

preferred to the more Rehabilitative or Restorative ideals 
 
 Social Isolation – work, accommodation etc. 
 
 Families of Perpetrator suffer as do families of Victims 
 



 Socially sanctioned practices of dehumanisation, 
oppression and marginalization are endorsed  
 

 No appropriate language to describe Cultural Trauma 
 

 Paradoxically, he who is seen as most threatening lives 
in a highly threatening and uncertain world 
 
 
 
 



 Expert on Rituals of Condemnation / Weak on 
Rituals of Redemption / Transformation 
 

 Expert at Social Exclusion: Weak on Social 
Inclusion 
 

 Restorative Justice – Additional Response 
Mechanism 

 Justice Response for Victims 
 Accountability Mechanism for Perpetrators  
Healing Mechanism for both and the Community 
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